MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEEE

Thursday 21 January 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel

	1. Attendance
	Mr WA Ashworth (Chairman)

Mr AC Rickards (Chairman of the Council)

Mr JA Clowes

Mr WN Guthrie

Mr DE Savage

Mr MJ Street



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (a09/10/26) to receive apologies from Mr L Gilbert 


	3. Declarations of Interest


	None

	4. Minutes
	RESOLVED (a09/10/27) to approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 19 November 2009.



	5. Matters arising
	None


	6. Planning 

Applications


	The Committee considered the following planning applications and RESOLVED (a09/10/27) to comment as follows:

09/3618C 

Extension to Medical Centre, London Road

No objection

10/0054C

Extension at 99 Portree Drive

No objection



	7.  Police

	The Clerk reported on the terms of the service level agreement for the PCSO and the comments received from members; arrangements were being made for a meeting.
RESOLVED (a09/10/28):
1. A meeting be arranged as soon as possible and all members of the Council be invited to attend
2. The opportunity should be taken at the meeting to see if the Police are inclined to make the agreement more in line with the Council’s requirements and to strengthen the Council’s position on service delivery.


	8. Dane Valley / Cranage Playing Field project
	The Committee received a report of the meeting held on 4 December 2009 and proposed dates for future meetings
RESOLVED (a09/10/29)
1. The report of the meeting held on 4 December 2009 be received
2. Arrangements be made for further meetings on:
· 12 February 2009
Holmes Chapel Issues.  

Preliminary report from Planning Officer
Agree Action List and look at item 3
Designation of duties
· 23 February 2009

            Concentrate on Cranage issues
3. Cranage Parish Council be notified of the dates and be asked to put forward items for discussion
4. The Clerk endeavour to organise an advance meeting with Shaun Fleet of CEC Planning to discuss preliminary planning issues on site


	9.  Leisure Centre
	1. The Committee considered complaints about cancellation of bookings because of school events.

2. The Clerk reported that he had referred these complaints to Cllr. Andrew Knowles, CEC Portfolio Holder, who was concerned about the situation and was asking for legal advice regarding the terms of the joint use arrangements
3. Cllr. Knowles appeared to favour a separation of the school and leisure centre in organisation terms and had queried Parish Council interest in taking over the centre
RESOLVED (a09/10/30) 

· the Clerk press CEC to take action to support the priority time of the Leisure Centre after school hours and to safeguard revenue, and keep members informed
· no comment be made on the possibility of taking over the centre unless it included a substantial financial incentive

· in any event policies were being formulated by the Strategy Committee in relation to the transfer of services and no action could be taken until the policies had been approved by the Council

· CEC should be pressed to reinstate Leisure Centre Management meetings.

· The Clerk to ask for a preliminary meeting with Cllr. Knowles to discuss these issues.


	10. Congleton LAP

	The Committee consider items to submit to the LAP for consideration.  No items were suggested but members expressed an interest in meeting the Partnership Leader to find out more about how it would work.


	11. Public Conveniences
	The Clerk reported that the new Public Conveniences in Holmes Chapel may be dependent on CEC working with a partner to supply premises; in the meantime the item had been removed from the budget.  Members expressed considerable concern about this action in view of the condition of the current building and delays which had taken place already in addressing the local need
RESOLVED (a09/10/31) and for various options to be reviewed.
1. The Clerk object to the loss of the budget item and ask for a meeting to discuss various options., including:

2. Use of toilets in the library during opening hours.

3. Refurbishment of existing building 


	12. Middlewich Road Playing Field
	The Committee considered involvement of other parties in a project for the field:
1. Parish Plan Steering group were not in a position to commit immediately

2. Middlewich Road School had expressed interest in a community type project and would like representatives of the Council to attend a School Council meeting

RESOLVED (a09/10/32) 

· Cllr Guthrie act as a project leader and prepare some guidelines
· Thereafter a meeting be arranged with the School


	12. Chairman’s  and Clerk’s report
	1. Library The Clerk reported on the changes being implemented.
2. Training  A letter has been received from CEC about training seminars on 10 February 2010.


	Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.


	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled 4 March  2010.   Until approved they are draft minutes.


Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record:

………………………………………………………………Date…………………………
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