MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Thursday 19 August 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel

	1. Attendance
	Mr WA Ashworth (Chairman)
Mr JA Clowes

Mr L Gilbert

Mr WN Guthrie
Mr A Pierce

Mr MJ Street



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (a10/11/16) to receive apologies from Cllrs. PA Cotton and DE Savage



	3. Declarations of Interest


	None


	4. Minutes
	RESOLVED (a10/11/17) to approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 8 July 2010.



	5. Matters arising
	None


	6. Planning 

Applications
	None

	7. Police
	The Chairman and Clerk gave an update on communication with the Police regarding the SLA. Both Inspector Gammage and Sgt Jones were away so no response had been received.
In the meantime the new PCSO was operating in the village and in communication with the Clerk.

Members noted a number of incidents which had been reported



	8. Cranage Playing Fields / Dane Valley Project
	Cllr. Clowes reported on the following:
· Meeting held on 12 July 2010 – a report had been circulated

· The next meeting to be held on 10 September 2010 when a final layout and costings should be available

· This should lead to necessary discussion on financial and funding issues which are important in the light of current circumstances. This would include consideration of contributions to be paid by all the parties

· Action being taken regarding a right of way to the proposed bridge

· The Clerk had been in contact with Groundwork and a meeting would be arranged with Alistair Cook



	9. Play area project
	Cllr. Guthrie reported on the following:
· A draft questionnaire was being circulated and should be ready to go out when the children returned to school.  This would cover play issues in the village generally but with priority thereafter being given to the Middlewich Road play area.

· Serious consideration had not yet been given to financial and funding issues. On the advice received it was premature to consider these issues until more detail had evolved
Cllr. Gilbert suggested that a visit to view the work carried out at Crewe Park might be useful


	10. Leisure Centre
	The Clerk reported that the latest information from CEC suggested that they would not go down the route of a trust but would grade the leisure centres.  They would retain the top grade, but others (which would include Holmes Chapel) would be transferred to the local schools or the local Council.
Cllr. Gilbert reported that the Portfolio Holder, Cllr. Knowles was meeting with HC Comprehensive School to discuss leisure centre issues including priority of use.

RESOLVED (a10/11/18) The Clerk to contact Cllr. Knowles to inform him of the Council’s concern and wish to meet with him and the Ward Councillors once discussions with the school had taken place


	11. Partnership
	Cllr. Clowes and the Clerk had met with Stuart Gammon, Chairman of the PPIG, earlier in the evening with a view to making progress, particularly with the appointment of a Project Officer. A note would be circulated by the Clerk.


	12. Financial Review
	The Clerk reported that he had hoped for more information to be available from CEC about the transfer and devolution of services, which needed to be considered in conjunction with the possible capping of Local Council precepts. A letter circulated this week now indicated that meetings were likely to be held in early October 2010 when CEC would give more detail of their proposals.


	13. Youth Club and youth services

	No more information was available since Cllr. Savage had reported to the Strategy Committee that future funding of the Youth Centre was in doubt for the long term.


	14. Chairman’s  and Clerk’s report
	None


	Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.


	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled 7 October 2010.   Until approved they are draft minutes.


Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record:

………………………………………………………………Date…………………………[image: image1.png]



