MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting

Thursday 13 May 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at the Victoria Club Holmes Chapel
1. Present

Parish Councillors Mr AC Rickards (in the chair), Mr WA Ashworth, Mr JA Clowes, Mrs PA Cotton, Mr L Gilbert, Mr WN Guthrie, Mrs IM Mackenzie, Mr RC Parry, Mr A Pierce, Mr DE Savage and Mr MJ Street
CE Councillors 
Clerk and Assistant
12 members of the public
Apologies for absence received from Parish Councillor K Brownlow
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and outlined the format.

2. Minutes

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7 May 2009 were approved and signed as an accurate record by the Chairman.
3. Holmes Chapel Parish Plan Implementation Group
Mr Stuart Gammon gave an update on the progress of the Parish Plan Implementation Group.   He first outlined the history of the group and that the Parish Plan was formally launched in late 2009.
Now the development stage has now been wound up the actions need addressing.   The Parish Plan Implementation Group is being set up with a proper constitution and bank account in order to implement the plans.

Three working groups have been set up: Middlewich Road Play Area, U3A and Waste Bins.   The Group is also working with the Parish Council on a Traffic Task Group and Youth Facilities.

· Middlewich Road Play Area – there is a need to raise a considerable amount of money through grants with some capital money available from the Parish Council.   The group has been in contact with both Brereton and Goosestry who have recently completed renovation of their play areas. This will be a long term project.

· U3A – this is a group whereby semi and retired people get together to form interest groups.   The groups act as both teacher and pupils.  There will be a public meeting in due course with a view to starting in Autumn 2010.

· Waste Bins – this is led by the Village Volunteers who are looking at the provision and type of bins in the village.   The group is working with Cheshire East Streetscape.

Mr Gammon also indicated that the group is looking for further volunteers and additional funding to continue with the project.   Information about the Parish Plan Implementation Group can be found on their web site, the Parish Council web site and they will also be at Holmes Chapel Today on 15 May 2010.
4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman presented his Annual Report, gave updates on current issues and gave a brief outline of the 5 year plan.  Cllr. Rickards updated the meeting on the PCSO agreement.  The agreement has not been signed due to disagreement with Cheshire East funding other PCSO’s in the borough and that the Holmes Chapel PCSO works out of the village regularly which is contrary to the agreement.   Meetings are still being held with the Police and updates will be put on the web site.
The Chairman thanked Councillors, staff and his wife, Jackie for their support over his year of office.

5. Clerk’s Report

            The Clerk outlined the 2009-10 accounts summary.   In general the spending 

             is in line with the budget.    The accounts have been approved by the Internal

             Auditor and will be sent to the External Auditor by 20 May 2010.    The Clerk 

             indicated that if anyone wanted any further information regarding the accounts    

             an appointment can be made at the Council’s office.
6. Questions
The Chairman opened the meeting for questions and comments and the following issues were raised:
· Why has nothing been done about the state of the road and the layout of the road at the junction of London Road/Chester Road?       The Council replied that it has been reported to Cheshire East Highways on numerous occasions.  Cheshire East was inspecting the road on 12 May 2010 and has indicated that work would start soon.
· A member of the public commented that the display of flowers and bulbs in the village have been particularly good this year.  The Council replied that this was due to the Village Volunteers and the Cubs who planted bulbs during Autumn 2009.

· A member of public commented that the hedge has now been cut by the Middlewich Road Play Area.   She asked if the Parish Council will be contributing to the refurbishment as she noted there were capital funds in the budget.    The Council replied that although they were building up capital funds for the play area it would be used as a contribution for matched funding for grants.

· What is happening with the Public Conveniences in the Village?    The Parish Council has met with Cheshire East Council who has promised capital funding for the project but they would not fund the running costs.  Talks are still ongoing.

· Is it easier to deal with only one tier of local government since the Unitary Authorites were formed?  The Parish Council replied that it is not easier but is perhaps easing.   The old contacts have gone so a lot of time is spent establishing new contacts at Cheshire East.   Also it is necessary to establish relationships with the members as well as the officers.

· A member of the public commented that it will be necessary to have enough volunteers to get involved with the U3A in order for it to work successfully.  The Parish Council concurred.
· Is the library going to open for another 14 hours a week?    The Clerk answered that it will be the Information Centre which will open for a further 14 hours a week – the same hours the library is open.   There is also the possibility that the library might open longer hours in due course.

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………..
