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Newsletter

Autumn 2011


Traffic

Shortly after the Summer Newsletter went to press we received notice of a public meeting, to be held in the Library to discuss the traffic problems in Holmes Chapel.  It was arranged by our Cheshire East Councillors Les Gilbert and Andrew Kolker supported by Fiona Bruce MP and officers of Cheshire East Council. This was the result of representations over many years from the Parish Council and more recently from the Holmes Chapel Partnership and local resident groups.

The meeting was chaired by Les and Andrew. Cheshire East Highways Department was represented by Kevin Melling and Nigel Curtis. The meeting was well attended with over 50 people present and a lively yet constructive debate took place with the main concerns being the large number of HGVs in the centre and the excessive speed of much of the traffic. Many other issues were mentioned and the Cheshire East representatives provided a questionnaire with the aim of collecting all views. They promised to analyse this information and review what options both short and long term were available. This information will be reported back to the village and further meetings will take place. 
Councillor John Clowes made a brief presentation to the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and an extract from his presentation is set out below.  The Parish Council is seeking further meetings with Cheshire East Highways Officers to ensure that proposals are put forward to enable the two Councils to work together and make improvements for the village.

Working with a local residents group we distributed copies of the questionnaire to households in the village to give everyone an opportunity to express their opinion. If you did not complete the questionnaire it is now too late for it to be included in the initial Cheshire East analysis, but there is still an opportunity for you to express your opinion about traffic and other issues facing the village. Cheshire East Council are currently conducting a survey of residents’ views of their towns and villages. A short questionnaire is available at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ldf (Place Shaping Consultation) and forms are available in the library and Parish Council office.  
Cllr Clowes’ Presentation to CEC Highways at Public Meeting 

The recent concerns of residents in Holmes Chapel about the volumes of traffic through the village are supported by the Parish Council. There have been several proposals since the 1960’s to improve traffic flow around the village including by-passes and ring roads but nothing has come to fruition mainly because budgets have never been allocated securely to the project. Even simple changes such as a recent proposal to introduce a roundabout at the Chester Road/Middlewich Road junction were abandoned only last year.

Most recently, in September 2010, the Parish Council asked CEC to consider three issues:

· A weight restriction in the village centre or alternative method of restricting HGVs

· Methods of routing traffic away from Holmes Chapel

· Methods of routing traffic within the village

As far as we know there has only been a verbal response to this initiative. This suggested that progress could only be made if a consultant’s report was obtained. We would like to use this opportunity to reiterate the need for:

· A professional assessment of the problems in Holmes Chapel (as suggested in the verbal response from CEC Highways)

· Collection of the data on current traffic levels

· Assessment of the options available and implications for alleviating the problems

· Enacting the most suitable solution. 

Holmes Chapel may be small in relation to its neighbouring towns but it is on a major route to a motorway junction and it has an active retail centre which is well supported by its population and the surrounding rural area. The level of traffic, particularly HGVs, is not only making the normal life of the village unpleasant and dangerous but is likely to be detrimental to the old buildings within the heritage heart of the village. It is an objective of CEC to encourage retail centres such as Holmes Chapel and traffic management needs to be considered as part of that process.

Fundamental traffic measures have been implemented in other towns and villages in the Borough over a period of time – Macclesfield, Wilmslow, Alderley Edge, Poynton, Congleton, Middlewich, Sandbach, Wheelock, Haslington, Crewe and Nantwich, and it is now time to consider the needs of Holmes Chapel. 

We propose that CEC, in conjunction with the Parish Council and other interested parties in the village, carry out a study to assess the traffic problems in the village. The Parish Council is prepared to assist in the funding of this exercise but also wishes to be involved in setting the terms of reference and discussing the outcomes. 

Development of the Sanofi Aventis site between London Road and Marsh Lane – UPDATE

In the Summer newsletter we gave you details of the Parish Council’s response to the outline planning application for the Sanofi Aventis site between London Road and Marsh Lane, probably the biggest development in Holmes Chapel since the development of Bridge Farm nearly 20 years ago. On Wednesday 17th August Cheshire East Council considered the application and gave outline approval. While Cheshire East Council did not respond to all of the points the Parish Council made, especially with respect to the access to the proposed development from Marsh Lane, the planning permission will contain the following condition:-

 "No development shall commence, until details of a proposed mini roundabout to be located at the junction where Marsh Lane meets with Manor Lane has first been submitted and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved details shall be implemented prior to the first occupation of the first phase of development." 

There will also be a condition for payment of £10,000 for producing traffic assessments related to local traffic issues and for the production and provision of local improvements to traffic management within the village highway infrastructure.  We hope this will facilitate the consultants' report we have been working for, and we will continue to work with the planning authority and our Cheshire East Councillors to ensure the village’s interests continue to be taken into consideration in the detailed plans.
Holmes Chapel Leisure Centre

Holmes Chapel Leisure Centre, located behind the Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School and Sixth Form College, was set up in May 1981 as a joint use facility by Cheshire County Council, Congleton Borough Council and Holmes Chapel Parish Council. Since then there have been many changes, not least the unification of two of the original organisations, and the formation of the school as an Academy. This has resulted in the need to rewrite the original Joint Use agreement, to ensure that the needs of all stakeholders were retained. 

Coinciding with this need to agree a new joint use agreement was the need to resolve a long standing issue of the use of the main sports hall on Thursday evenings. The original agreement says that the leisure centre activities should have priority booking after 5.30pm on weekday evenings, but the school want to be able to book the sports hall for parents’ evenings when required on Thursday evenings. However, when too many Thursday evenings are required by the school, this interferes with league matches for the badminton club. A recent Council Meeting gave all parties a chance to express their views. After a long and sometimes heated debate, the Parish Council decided to support a proposal that the following provision be included in the draft agreement: “Priority use by the school will be extended to 8.00pm for a maximum of 5 Thursdays per academic year.  The school should confirm with Cheshire East Council the dates of these Thursday evening bookings by no later than 1st June, for the forthcoming academic year”. 
This proposal has now been supported by Councillor Menlove, the Cheshire East Cabinet Portfolio Holder with a responsibility for policy matters concerning the Council’s leisure facilities and it is expected that it will be implemented with immediate effect. We hope this meets the schools needs, while allowing the badminton club sufficient notice and certainty to be able to plan their league obligations.

Donations

The Council has considered recently donations to outside organisations and has decided on the following grants:

	Holmes Chapel Partnership
	Assistance with administration costs
	£1,000

	Youth Club
	Donation to enable the Youth Club to meet all expenses necessary to close down the centre and transfer it to HC Scout Group
	£1,000

	St. Luke’s PCC
	General assistance with churchyard maintenance
	£1,000

	Citizen’s Advice Bureau Cheshire East
	General assistance
	£500

	Holmes Chapel Pre-school
	External painting of building
	£500

	Royal British Legion
	Contribution to band for Remembrance Sunday parade and wreath (to be paid in October 2011)
	£120


Further donations will be considered later in the financial year
Holmes Chapel Station
A new information point has been commissioned at Holmes Chapel Station.  This is part of an initiative by the local Community Rail Partnership to provide the availability of information at local stations which are not manned full time and the Community Rail Partnership organised the funding.  The Parish Council contributed £500 towards the facility, which has cost a total of £5000 - so the Parish Council considers that it has received good value for its contribution and is grateful to Cheshire East Council and the Community Rail partnership for their contributions.
The Youth Club

The Youth Club has been transferred recently by the Youth Club Trustees to the Holmes Chapel Scout Group.

It is sad that the work of the Club has ceased. It was founded by the late Ken Blease and he worked tirelessly until ill health prevented him carrying on. In the meantime there have been many volunteers over the years many of whom were members of the Parish Council. Ultimately the job fell to David Savage who has had the less appealing job of overseeing the demise of the Club. He had the foresight to recognise that the club had to close and then to bring the transfer to a satisfactory conclusion.

It is good that the building has been transferred to the Scout Group, which is a thriving organisation and we looking for a new headquarters. They will continue letting the building out to the current users.

Thanks to all those, whether members of the Council or other volunteers, who have worked so hard over the years and we wish the Scout Group well in this new venture for them


Officers and Members of the Parish Council with contact details
	 
	Member
	Telephone
	Email **

	Clerk of the Council
	David Cowgill
	01565 631528
	clerk@

	Assistant Clerk
	Nicola Clarke
	01477 533934
	office@

	Chairman
	Nick Guthrie
	01477 549958
	nick.guthrie@

	Vice Chairman
	David Savage
	01477 537464
	david.savage@

	
	Alan Ashworth
	01477 537690
	alan.ashworth@

	 
	John Clowes
	01477 532266
	john.clowes@

	 
	Patricia Cotton
	01477 537491
	patricia.cotton@

	 
	Les Gilbert
	01477 544307
	les.gilbert@

	
	John Latham
	01477 549480
	parishjl@btinternet.com

	 
	May Mackenzie
	01477 532007
	may.mackenzie@

	 
	Rab Parry
	01477 533715
	rab.parry@

	
	Margaret Ranger
	01477 533909
	margaret.ranger@

	
	Steve Ranger
	01477 533909
	steve.ranger@

	 
	Mike Street
	01477 534745
	michael.street@


 
** Escept as shown, all email addresses have the domain name holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
e.g. clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
 For more details of items in this newsletter and for other communications, please see
- The Parish Council website (www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk)
- The Council notice board located outside the village library
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