THE HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Meeting on 12 January 2017

At the Academy Suite, Holmes Chapel Community Centre, Holmes Chapel, CW4 8AA
.
Part I – Public and Press present
1. Attendance
Cllr B Bath
Mrs NL Clarke – Clerk
Cllr M Blomeley
Mrs S McKay - Assistant
Cllr J Clowes
Mr L Gilbert – Ward Councillor
Cllr P Cotton
Cllr K O’Regan
Mr Stewart Hamilton
Cllr R Parry
Cllr S Ranger
Cllr D Savage
Cllr MJ Street
2 Apologies

RESOLVED (c16/17/75) to accept apologies from Cllr A Armitt (family issue)
and Cllr M Ranger (family issue)

3. Declarations of
Interest

None.

4. Co-option

Mr Stewart Hamilton stood to fill a vacancy on the Council, having already
circulated a short introduction about himself, and his relevant experience for the
Council.
He was proposed by Cllr Bath, and seconded by Cllr Clowes.
The council voted unanimously and RESOLVED (c16/17/76) that Mr Stewart
Hamilton is elected onto the Council.
Mr Hamilton signed the Declaration of Office and joined the meeting.

5. Public Speaking

None

6. Council Minutes

RESOLVED (c16/17/77) to approve the minutes of Part I and Part II of the
meeting held on 15 December 2016 (draft minutes circulated)

7. Finance
Committee
Minutes

RESOLVED (c16/17/78) to approve the minutes of Part I and Part II of the
meeting of the Finance Committee held on 8th December 2016 (draft minutes
circulated)

8. Matters arising

The Clerk reported on the following:
 Neighbourhood Plan – confirmed date for Referendum is still awaited
but expected to be 9 March 2017
 Application 16/5202 Dane Bank Bungalow – decision is due shortly.
 Planning Inquiry – 49 houses in Brereton Green – a submission has
been made, objecting to the proposal.
 Planning Inquiry – 114 houses on Manor Lane – a submission has
been made, objecting to the proposal.

9. Investment
Strategy

Cllr Clowes recommended a future investment with the CCLA, an investment
firm who specialise in organisations such as local Councils, churches and
charities.
The Council discussed this proposal and due to reserves held, RESOLVED
(c16/17/79) to approve the recommendation to invest £25,000 with the CCLA
immediately with further investment to be decided at the next Finance

Committee meeting.
10. Ward Members
report

RESOLVED (c16/17/80) to suspend standing orders to receive a report from
Ward Cllr Gilbert. He reported:
 Saltersford Corner - the Developers are due to pay £97,000 at the
commencement of construction, for the provision of healthcare within the
Holmes Chapel Health Centre. Further to recent discussions, the Health
Centre has no immediate plans for the money. Cllr Cotton will raise this
at the next patient panel meeting, and Cllr Gilbert urged the members to
consider other options, to ensure the money is spent as intended.
 Cheshire East Council are continuing to work on their budget but is
expected to rise due to the predicted reduction in Government grants of
£13 million to local councils.
 The Government is set to give more power to local Councils to fine
drivers for littering. While this is not yet in force, it could be useful to
investigate on volunteer litter picking sessions, the quantity of litter not
originating in the village. The scheme is due to be administered by
external companies, and is predicted to be self-funded.
 There is no news on the progress of the Local Plan.
 There is no news on the status of the Design Guide.

11. Finance

The Council reviewed the Financial position of the Council at the end of the 3rd
Quarter.
I.
Bank reconciliation – The Council RESOLVED (c16/17/81) to approve
the balance at 31 December 2016 of £155,879. (end of 3rd Quarter) See
Appendix 1. The majority of these funds are allocated to revenue and
capital projects with a small carry forward figure to 2017-18.
II.
3rd Quarter Report – The Council RESOLVED (c16/17/82) to approve
the report from the Responsible Finance Officer on the 3rd quarter. See
Appendix 2.
III.
Budget and Precept – The Council reviewed the proposed budget, and
after discussion RESOLVED (c16/17/83) to approve the recommended
budget, and the precept amount to be requested of £197,030.00. This
equates to £77.49 per band D property, a 3.57% increase (per band D)
on 2016-17. See Appendix 3.
The Council all voted in favour, with the exception of Cllr Parry and Cllr S
Ranger, who voted AGAINST the proposal.
IV.
Accounts for payment – The Council RESOLVED (c16/17/84) to
approve the payments as per the schedule attached in Appendix 4.

12. Cllr O’Regan

Cllr O’Regan left the meeting at 8 pm.

13. Chairman and
Clerk’s report

The Clerk:
 Reminded members about nominations to attend a Royal Garden Party
through ChALC.
 Reminded members to forward any comments about the Cheshire East
Highways survey, to be collated and the survey completed at the next
Technical Services Committee meeting on 2 February 2017.
 Informed members of the recent award for the Holmes Chapel Railway
Station – which won “best-staffed station” for Cheshire in 2016.
 Informed members of the death of former member Humphrey Palethorp,
who passed away in Kent during December 2016. There is a memorial
service at St. Luke’s Church, Holmes Chapel on 27 January 2017 at
1.30pm.
 Informed members of a reduction in cost to the BT office contract. The






Clerk has replaced the separate out of hours telephone with a more
economical mobile phone. The new contact number is 07484 904899.
Informed members that Cranage Parish Council will be asking
neighbouring parishes to contribute towards an independent Highways
Survey, to be used in opposition to the Sibelco sand extraction
application at Rudheath Lodge.
Informed members of the forthcoming JLMC meeting on 18 January
2017 and to forward any agenda items to the Clerk.
Cllr Cotton reported on changes at the Health Centre regarding repeat
prescriptions. Patients will receive a letter explaining the changes
shortly.

The Chairman:
 Thanked members for the gift given following recent surgery.
 Offered warm congratulation to Cllr J Clowes on his being awarded the
British Empire Medal.
Cllr Clowes expressed his thanks for the many good wishes he has
received, and emphasised how the many aspects of his volunteering
work have been as part of a strong team, and how enjoyable it has been.
He expressed his pride in being part of such a successful Parish Council.
14. Future Agenda
Items

I. Civic Service
II. Remembrance Service.

15. Public
Speaking

None.

The meeting closed at 8.22 p.m.

These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 23rd
February 2017. Until then they are draft minutes

Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

......................................................................................................Date.........................

Appendix 1

Appendix 2
3rd quarter report
Clerk’s Report to Finance Committee – 06 January 2017
Accounts have been prepared to the 3rd quarter of the financial year. They have balanced and the
Bank accounts have been reconciled.

Salaries
This is over budget and will continue to be so with a projected overspend of around £7k. Pension
contributions form part of the overspend. A more accurate figure has been budgeted for next year’s
budget.
Premises
Within budget. The PC is still in credit with Scottish Power by £40 so payments will be made for the
remainder of the year and a more accurate figure can be put into next year’s budget.
Office services
Overspend on cost centre 4058 as the new PC has gone against this code. Otherwise in line with
budget
Village Maintenance
Money still to be spent on plant/basket maintenance and recreation services maintenance (Dane
Meadow repairs). SIDs from Highways England against this department but the money has been
received and allocated to grants received.
Capital
Capital not spent but allocated for this year is:
Skatepark – we are holding the Veolia grant money: £23,960 and have also £21,000 allocated in
capital (£15,000 build and £6,000 for temporary pathway).
Croco path - £15,000 allocated, unsure if this will be completed by the year end.
Dane Meadow retention - £5,000 – this should be paid before the year end.
Neighbourhood Plan - £4,000 remains in the PC. Unlikely to spend this
Nicola Clarke
Clerk of the Council
6 January 2017

Appendix 3

Appendix 4
Schedule of Payments: December 9th 2016 – January 6th 2017
Date Paid Payee Name
12/12/2016
21/12/2016
21/12/2016
30/12/2016
30/12/2016
31/12/2016
06/01/2017
06/01/2017
06/01/2017
06/01/2017

Reference

Cheshire East Council
Weaver Business Machines
HM Revenues & Customs
R S Cussons
Salaries Dec 2016
Unity Trust Bank
BT Payment Services
Scottish Power
G P Green
Standard Life

16170
16166
16167
16168
16169
16171
16172
16173
16174
16175

Total Payments

Amount Paid
97.50
184.41
1,282.58
937.50
2,003.75
18.00
130.95
36.73
64.80
125.00

Transaction Detail
Planning App Fee Skatepark
Office Copier 3rd quarter
Tax & NI 3rd Quarter 16/17
rd
Rent for 1 Church Walk 3 Q
Salaries Dec 2016
Service Charge 3rd Quarter
Phone&Internet December16
Church Lights Oct - Dec2016
PAT inspection in office
AVC Pension Dec 2016

4,881.22

Receipts: December 9th 2016 – January 6th 2017
Date

Cash Received from Receipt No

Receipt Description

13/12/2016

Carillion Kier SMP

Repayment for 2 SIDs

R1619

Receipt Total
5,188.80

Total Receipts 5,188.80

