
Holmes Chapel Parish Council 
 

Clerk of the Council: Sue Davies 
Email: clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk 
01477 533934 
 

Assistant: Sue Mckay 
Email: admin@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk 
01477 533934 
 

1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire, CW4 7AZ 
 
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 19th April 2018 at the 
Academy Suite, Holmes Chapel Community Centre, CW4 8AA  at 7.00 p.m.  
 
AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies ï To approve any apologies for absence. 

 
2. Declarations of interest ï To receive any declarations of interest. 

a) disclosable pecuniary interests or 
  b) other disclosable interests 
      as required under Chapter 7 of the Localism Act 2011 

 
3. Public Speaking - The Chairman will adjourn the meeting to allow questions from members of the 

public to last no longer than 15 minutes.  After questions the Chairman will reconvene the Parish 
Council meeting. 

 
4. Council Minutes ï  

¶ To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd February 2018 (see appendix 1) 
 

5. Committee Minutes ï to note the minutes, actions and recommendations of the committees 
which have met since the previous meeting on the 22nd February 2018 (see appendix 2). 

¶ Village and Infrastructure held on the 1st March 2018  

¶ Amenities held on the 8th March 2018 

¶ Strategy and Finance Committee held on the 15th March 2018  

¶ Strategy and Finance Committee held on the 12th April 2018 (draft minutes to be circulated) 

¶ To note the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on the 20th March 2018. 
 

6. Matters arising ï  
6.1. Corporate Multipay Card ï To note an application has been made and receipt of the card is 

imminent. 
6.2. HCCC Valuation ï To note that this has now been paid with the Parish Council and ESAR 

contributing half each.  
6.3. Electricity Supply ï To note that the supplier of the electricity is now SSE. 
 

7. Planning Issues ï   
7.1. Outstanding applications:  

To receive an update on Planning Applications which have passed through the Council and 
are without decision or have been determined since the last Council meeting. (See appendix 
2). 
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7.2. National Planning Policy Framework Consultation - To consider and resolve to agree the 
recommendations from Strategy and Finance Committee (see appendix 4). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-planning-policy-framework-and-
developer-contribution-consultations 

8. Traffic and Transport Issues in Holmes Chapel - To resolve to approve the report by the Traffic 
and Transport Working Group including all the actions identified therein. (See appendix 5.)   

9. Speed Limit proposed changes on the A50, London Road. To receive a verbal update on a 
meeting held between Holmes Chapel Parish Council and Brereton Parish Council. To resolve that 
a jointly approved report can be submitted to Cheshire East Highways Department with the matter 
delegated to Village Infrastructure to approve the final report. (See appendix 6.) 

10. Consultation on the Middlewich Eastern Bypass. To consider and resolve to agree the 
recommendations from Strategy and Finance Committee that no response be submitted. 
(https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-
eastern-bypass/middlewich-eastern-bypass.aspx 

11. Ward Members report - to resolve to suspend standing orders to receive a report from any Ward 
Members present. 

12. Civic Service for the Community: To note that a date has been confirmed as the 24th June 2018. 
Cllr Cotton, Cllr Street and Sue McKay are progressing the arrangements.  

13. Community Centre: To receive a verbal update on operational matters, the JMLC meeting held 
on the 17th April 2018, the progress on the request for quotations for the entrance redesign and the 
request for storage by the Guides.  

14. Community Resilience ï To note the recommendation by the Strategy and Finance Committee 
and to resolve to approve the Community Resilience Plan. (See appendix 7.) 
 

15. Arrangements for the Village Fair ï to include consideration of the query from the Partnership 
regarding shared stall space. (See Appendix 8) 
 

16. Best Kept Village ï To consider and agree to resolve putting in an application. (See separately 
circulated information). http://www.cheshireaction.org.uk/our-services/community-pride/ 
 

17. Supply of Household Recycling and Waste Bins Consultation ï To consider and agree 
whether a response should be submitted and delegate the response if required to Village 
Infrastructure Committee. https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/Bins18/ 

 
18. Sensory Garden: To approve the expenditure of up to £5000 fully funded from grants for the 

Sensory Garden Project and to delegate the responsibility of administration and management of 
this expenditure to the Amenities Committee. 

 
19. To Consider a Grant Application from Dane Sound Community Radio for £200. (See 

appendix 9). 
 

20. Other Finance: 
20.1. Bank reconciliationï to note the balance at 13th April is £192,685.29 and to resolve to 

approve the report from the RFO on the 4th Qtr. See Appendix 10 
20.2. Accounts for payment ï To approve the following payments as detailed in the schedule 

attached at appendix 11.  
20.3. Asset Register ï to approve the updated Asset Register as at 31st March 2018.  (See 

appendix 12). 
20.4. CCLA Deposit Fund ï to approve further investment of £10,000 with the Deposit Fund 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-planning-policy-framework-and-developer-contribution-consultations
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20.5. ROSPA Inspection ï To note that the Clerk used emergency powers to authorise this 
expenditure. 

20.6. Skatepark budget ï To resolve that the outstanding retention payment for the Skatepark 
will be included in the 2018/19 budget. 

 
21. Chairman and Clerkôs reports ï To receive reports. 

 
22. Future Agenda items. 

 
23. Public Speaking. 
 
   
Part II That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  
 
 
16. Staffing matters 

a. Grading - To review and approve the grade of the Administration 
Assistant/Responsible Financial Officer role (Report circulated separately.) 

b. Clerkôs probation period - To note the end of Clerkôs probation period and to resolve 
to approve the appointment. 

17. Update received from CEC on the SADPD progress ï confidential (not for publication) report 
circulated separately. 
18. Boundary Review ï to receive and approve the report and agree to the actions therein. 
(circulated separately)  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Davies   
Clerk of the Council  
13th April 2018 
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 HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH COUNCIL 
 MINUTES OF MEETING on Thursday 22 February 2018 

 

 at the Academy Suite,  Holmes Chapel Community Centre, CW4 8AA 
Part I ï Public and Press present 
 

1. Attendance Cllr B Bath 

Cllr A Armitt 
Cllr M Blomeley 

Cllr P Cotton 

Cllr J Clowes  
Cllr S Hamilton 

Cllr R Parry 

Cllr S Ranger 
Cllr M Street 
 

Mrs S Davies ï Clerk to the Council 
Mrs S McKay ï assistant 
 
 

2. Apologies RESOLVED (C17/18/89) to accept apologies from Cllr K OôRegan (work), Cllr 
M Ranger (unwell) and Cllr D Savage (work) 
 

3. Declaration of 
interests 

None 
 
 

4.  Public Speaking None 
 

5. Council Minutes RESOLVED (C17/18/90) to approve the minutes of the Council meetings held 
on 11 January 2018 and 18 January 2018. 
 

6. Committee 
Minutes 

RESOLVED (C17/18/91) to note the minutes, actions and recommendations of 
¶ Village Infrastructure Committee held on 18th January 2018 (draft 

minutes circulated) 
¶ Amenities Committee held on 25th January 2018 (draft minutes 

circulated) 
¶ Strategy & Finance Committee held on 15th February 2018 (draft 

minutes circulated) 
 

7.  Matters Arising None 
 

8. Planning 
Applications 

The Council noted the updated planning document 
 

9. Ward Members 
Report 
 

Cllr Les Gilbert sent apologies for the meeting. The Clerk passed on the 
following information supplied: 
¶ The Muller challenge to the local plan has been rejected as there is no 

arguable case 

¶ The budget was approved by CEC on 22 February 2018 ï a 5.99% 
increase. 

¶ The 319 bus service has been saved with a new timetable now 
available. 

¶ A consultation on safer modes of transport to school has started on 15 
February 2018. 

 

10. Annual Parish 
Meeting 

The Council considered the draft agenda for the annual parish meeting on 20 
March 2018 and RESOLVED (C17/18/92) to approve the content of the 
agenda and to publicise the event. 
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11. Civic Service 
and Remembrance 
Day Events 

The Council noted that a meeting to co-ordinate the proposed arrangements is 
being arranged.  Cllrs Bath, Cotton, Clowes and Street stated a wish to attend.  
The possible date for the Civic service of 24th June 2018 was noted. 
 

12. Community 
Centre 

Cllr Bath updated the committee; A draft RFQ has been prepared for the 
entranceway improvements for the community centre, to be circulated to 
Council as soon as possible. Once quotations have been received, Council 
approval will be sought.  It was noted that the Holmes Chapel Show is fixed for 
the 16 September 2018, and any work should avoid that date. 
A meeting to discuss pitch options is set for 7 March 2018. 
 

RESOLVED  (C17/18/93) to receive the report. 
 

13. s106 agreements 
summary 

The Council noted that the SPTG has recommended and Strategy and Finance 
Committee have approved that two allocations of s106 monies be taken 
forward by the Amenities Committee.  These are for playpark facilities at the 
Elm Drive estate and for ecological development within Holmes Chapel. 
It was noted that CEC indicated, at the recent Town & Parish Conference, that 
future pre-planning application meetings will involve town and parish councils 
to provide input on the allocation of s106 agreements. 
 

RESOLVED (C17/18/94) to approve the recommendation to delegate to the 
Amenities committee to progress the projects. 
 

14. Connected 
Communities 

Cllr Ranger provided a verbal report on the Connected Communities initiative, 
including the first meeting held 1st February 2018 at Holmes Chapel library. 
The initiative seeks to base services locally to provide better outreach, and to 
bring voluntary groups together. Limited funding is available to enable 
community hubs to be set-up to deliver these services.  The next meeting is on 
the 1st March 2018. 
 

The Council  RESOLVED (C17/18/95) to  
I. Support the initiative 

II. Nominate Cllr S Ranger and Cllr Cotton as representatives for the 
council.  Meetings will also be attended by the Clerk, or assistant 
when necessary. 

 

15. Conservation 
Area 

The Council heard a verbal update on the work of the Conservation Area 
working group and noted the contents of the letter to be circulated to shops 
and businesses in the conservation area next week.  This coincides with an 
exhibition of the proposed display panels in the library for two weeks.  The 
proposed sites of the panels were noted. A report of all the shop fronts in the 
conservation area has also been prepared and was noted.  
 

RESOLVED (C17/18/96) 
I. to receive the report 
II. to endeavour to hear from businesses who are prepared to make 

changes as part of the Annual Parish meeting content. 
 

16. Communications 
and media Policy 

To note the Strategy and Finance Committee recommendations to agree the 
Terms of Reference for the establishment of a task group to review this policy 
and make recommendations for amendments including the introduction and 
use of social media by the Parish Council and for the use of email distribution 
lists for the dissemination of information to village residents. 
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RESOLVED (C17/18/97) To approve the terms of reference for the group. Cllr 
Armitt, Cllr Bath and Cllr S Ranger volunteered to join the group. It was agreed 
Cllr M Ranger will also be invited to join. 
 

17. Finance The Council RESOLVED (C17/18/98) to approve the following: 
 

I. Bank reconciliation ï the balance at 31st January 2018 is £102,548 

II. Accounts for payment ï as per the schedule attached in Appendix 2 

III. Corporate Multipay card ï the recommendation by the Strategy and 
Finance Committee to introduce a Corporate multipay card from Unity 
Trust Bank for use by the clerk and assistant for minor incidental 
expenditure with a limit of £150. The limit is to be reviewed at least 6 
monthly. 

IV. Year End Procedure - the recommendation by the Strategy and 
Finance Committee for the adoption of a revised procedure for the end 
of year accounts 

V. Electricity supply to Office and St Lukeôs flood lights - the 
recommendation by the Strategy and Finance Committee to a revised 2 
year contract with a new supplier for the provision of electricity from the 
end of February 2018. The church warden will be informed. 

VI. HCCC Thermal Imaging report - the recommendation of the Strategy 
and Finance Committee to pay £500 to ESAR towards the Thermal 
Imaging survey and report. 

VII. HCCC Valuation - to note that Strategy and Finance Committee 
resolved for the Clerk to contact the District Valuer (DVS) to discuss the 
proposed payments. The clerk to report back to the next Strategy and 
Finance Committee. 
 

18.  Chairman and 
Clerks Reports   

The Clerk reported: 
¶ CCTV ï signage at the CCTV cameras is being replaced and CEC 

have asked if we would like the parish council contribution to the 
system acknowledged by including our logo. This was agreed. 

¶ A request for volunteering work at HCPC was acknowledged. Whilst no 
suitable work in the office is available, the Clerk will contact the 
requester to ensure that the various suggestions from the community 
are passed on, and also to mention the connected communities 
initiative. 

¶ SLCC in Cheshire are to host meetings targeting larger councils.  The 
Clerk has been invited and will attend. 

The Chairman 

¶ Provided a short summary of the content of the Town and Parish 
conference hosted by CEC on 20 February 2018.  This event covered 
budgetary decisions, legal action against CEC, New Homes bonus 
community fund and rural transport issues amongst other topics. 

¶ Informed members of an online petition, instigated by the HC 
Partnership, regarding pedestrian safety at the proposed new 
roundabout on Chester Road/ London Road.  At the request of the 
Partnership, a copy of the petition will be kept in the parish office for 
signing by residents and it will be made clear that the parish council has 
taken the matter of pedestrian safety forward on a number of occasions 
with CEC over the past 2 years. 

¶ Reporter Lisa Meakin is leaving the Sandbach Chronicle, and passed 
on her thanks to the council for past support. 

Cllr S Ranger passed on from ChALC that it is ñThe Great British Spring Cleanò 
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These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 19 April 2018.  Until 
then they are draft minutes. 
 
 
Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record: 
 
 
 
 
 
.......................................................................................................Date......................... 

  

weekend on the 2/3 March 2018. 
 

19. Future Agenda 
Items 

1. Review of management plan 

2. Youth involvement at the Annual Parish meeting 
 

20. Public Speaking None 

 

Part II RESOLVED (C17/18/99) to move to Part II  
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted 
 

21.Staffing matters The Council discussed staff matters. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.41p.m. 



DRAFT 

Appendix 2 

 

Appendix 1 
 

Schedule of Payments: January 1st 2018  ï  February 14th 2018 (including VAT)  

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref Transaction Detail 

 08/01/2018 BT Payment Services 17166 112.93  Phone&Internet December17 

 09/01/2018 Scottish Power 17167 53.07  Office electricity Jan18 

 09/01/2018 Scottish Power 17168 38.11  Church lighting Jan 2018 

 10/01/2018 Water Plus ltd 17169 59.67  Water 3rd Qtr 2017/18 

 24/01/2018 Scottish Power 17170 188.87  Electricity parish lights 

 24/01/2018 CVS Cheshire East 17171 25.00  CVS Membership 17/18 

 24/01/2018 PME Maintenance 17172 840.00  Christmas market Lighting 

 24/01/2018 TWM Traffic Control Systems 17173 268.20  TWM Traffic Control Systems 

 24/01/2018 Office Depot 17174 26.27  Stationery items 

 24/01/2018 Office Depot 17174-1 3.24  Stationery for office 

 24/01/2018 Fountainhead Horticultural Ser 17175 1,314.00  Plants/baskets watering 2017 

 24/01/2018 HMM mechanical services 17176 188.63  Plumbing repair HCCC 

 24/01/2018 Cheshire Pension Fund 17177 646.49  Pension January 2018 

 31/01/2018 Staff salaries 17178 1,889.64  Staff salaries January 2018 

 01/02/2018 Namesco 17179 179.99  2 year renewal HCPC web name 

 01/02/2018 Mrs Susan Mckay 17180 43.52  Purchases for Parish Council 

 01/02/2018 BT Payment Services 17181 117.99  Phone&Internet office Jan18 

 06/02/2018 Scottish Power 17182 53.07  office electricity Feb2018 

 09/02/2018 Scottish Power 17183 38.11  Church lighting Feb 2018 

 14/02/2018 Shires Pay Services 17184 60.00  Payroll service 4th Qtr 17/18 

 14/02/2018 Alan Bethell 17185 492.00  hedge maintenance at HCCC 

 Total Payments 6,638.80 

Payments to be paid: 

    02/2018 The Villages Mag  140.00  News for February edition 

 02/2018 HMM Mechanical Services  £1356.00  Pipework repair HCCC 

 02/2018 ChALC  115.00  Training for Clerk and assistant 

 

 

Receipts: January 1st 2018  ï  February 14th 2018 

Date Cash Received from Receipt No Receipt Description Receipt Total 

03/01/2018 CCLA PS Deposit Fund R1732 Interest December 2017 15.23 

31/01/2018 HM Revenues & Customs R1733 VAT refund 3rd Qtr 2017/18 4,217.76 

02/02/2018 CCLA PS Deposit Fund R1734 Interest Jan 2018 19.25 

                                   Total Receipts   4,252.24 

 

Invoices will be available for members to view in the parish council office. Electronic copies are available 
on request. 
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VILLAGE INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of meeting on 1 March 2018 

at The Academy Suite, Holmes Chapel Community Centre, CW4 8AA 

 

 

Part I ï Public and Press present 
 

1. Attendance Cllr M Blomeley 

Cllr B Bath 

Cllr K OôRegan 

Cllr M Ranger 
Cllr M Street. 
 

Mrs S Davies ï Clerk to the Council 
 
 

2. CCTV Q & A Stuart Hobson apologised for not attending.  He had to staff the CCTV control 
centre over the time of the meeting due to the extreme weather. 

3. Apologies RESOLVED (VI17/18/56) to accept apologies from Cllr A Armitt (family 
matter) Cllr P Cotton (unwell) and Cllr R Parry (awaiting surgery) 
 

4. Declarations of 
Interest 

None. 
 
 

5. Public Speaking None. 
 

6. Committee minutes RESOLVED (VI17/18/57) to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18 
January 2018 
 

7. Matters Arising ¶ The Committee were updated further to the request made to CE 
Highways for permission to landscape/plant trees in the green amenity 
area at the end of Westway, where rutting from vehicle tyres is damaging 
the grass.  A planting plan would need to be formally submitted to CE 
Highways, which they would investigate, with a possible fee.  
Investigations to establish if services run under the area are currently 
underway, which would prevent a planting scheme taking place. A 
meeting with John Tickle to be arranged to consider any scheme further. 

¶ Cllr Blomeley updated the committee with data from the air quality 
monitoring points on the M6.  The data presented, which was within limits, 
was from 2015/16 (see appendix 1).  2017 data is not yet available. 

 

8. Planning 
applications 

The Committee considered the application listed below and RESOLVED 
(VI17/18/58) to comment as follows: 
 

18/0709C 
13, Station Road, 
CW4 7AU 
 
 
 
 

Removal of existing single garage and lean-to 
greenhouse and replace with one double garage.  
 
No OBJECTION with comment; 
ñWe acknowledge measures are in place to protect 
the existing treesò 

18/0687C 
52 Macclesfield Rd 
CW4 7NQ 
 

Two storey extension to rear.  

NO OBJECTION 
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18/0607C 
16 Lochmaben 
Close, 
CW4 7HU 

Single Storey Side and Rear Extension.   
 
NO COMMENT 

 

9. Highways Issues 1. Cllr Blomeley gave a verbal report regarding the Strategic Transport 
Group Consultation event that he attended at Crewe Alexandra Stadium 
on the 19th February, 2018. The event focussed on cross boundary issues 
both in the present and future and the following key ideas were raised: 

¶ It was proposed that a higher proportion of transport funding should 
be directed to the Local Authorities. 

¶ The idea of the possibility of a future transport authority for the north 
of England was put forward. 

¶ Proposals include more co-ordination regarding public transport in 
relation to such things as timetables, particularly in corridors of 
movement. 

2. The committee noted the current petition initiated by Holmes Chapel 
Partnership in regard to pedestrian crossing provision at the proposed 
Chester Road / London Road roundabout.  It runs until 31 March 2018 
and currently has 300 signatures.  All councillors can sign the petition in 
capacity as a resident. 

3. The committee received a progress report on the progress of actions 
raised at the meeting with R. Welch of Cheshire East Highways on the 
14th November 2017. It was commented on that the Parish Council need 
to communicate Highways work undertaken to the parishioners, for 
awareness. It was agreed that a report be produced for future reference.  

4. The committee was updated with the status of the new pedestrian 
crossing on Middlewich Road, which is due to be completed on the 2nd 
March 2018. 

 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/59) 
I. To receive the verbal report 
II. To write to CE Highways, informing them that the petition is 

running and that the parish Council are supportive of the ethos 
for pedestrian safety.  It will also be requested that the parish 
council have early involvement in the design process. 

III. To produce a summary report of highways issues. 
 

10. SIDs and 
Speedwatch 

10.1 A mobile SID on loan from the Cheshire Constabulary has been 
installed on Chester Road for data collection.  The PCSO has been asked 
to arrange for the unit to be used on either Manor Lane or London Road. 

10.2 A response from Brereton Parish Council is awaited before 
progressing the proposed speed limit reduction on London Road. 

10.3 There was no further news on Speedwatch activities. 
 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/60) to receive the report. 
 

11. Police Matters The Committee noted the beat report for January 2018.  The Clerk has 
contacted the constabulary requesting more detail in the reports but it was felt 
that the Parish Council should request more information on specific items 
when required rather than take more of the PCSOs time in routine report 
writing.  
 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/61) to receive the report, and to invite PCSO Chesters 
to the Annual Parish meeting. 

12. Street signs The committee noted the report on street signs, along with the quotation for 
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These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next Village Infrastructure Committee 
meeting scheduled for 26 April 2018 
 
Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record: 
 
 
 
 
 
.....................................................................................................Date......................... 

replacement of those recommended for such.  Comments relating to the cost 
of the new signs were made and it was proposed a more detailed breakdown 
be produced, separating the cost of the signs and the installation/repair work. 
 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/62) to produce a specification and to arrange for further 
quotes to be sought, to be brought back to the next Village and Infrastructure 
meeting. 
 

13. CCTV There was no further news to report. Members plan to visit the control centre 
mid March 2018. 
 

14. Photography 
Competition 
 
 
 
 

The HC partnership are happy to take over the running of the photography 
competition, with the prize to be presented at the ñCelebrating Holmes 
Chapelò event in September 2018 
 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/63) 
I. To pass the running of the competition over to the HC partnership. 
II. To provide funds for framed pictures of the winning photographs 

as prizes for the event. 
 

15. Grass Verges It was noted that several of the grass verges across the village are being 
systematically and severely damaged by vehicles, for differing reasons. 
 

RESOLVED (VI17/18/64) 
I. To raise the issue with CE Highways, via a meeting with John 

Tickle. 
II. For the office to compile a report of damaged verges to be 

brought back to the next VI meeting. 
 

16. Sustainable 
Modes of Travel to 
School consultation 

It was noted that the consultation is currently running. The committee 
RESOLVED (VI17/18/65) 

I. For the office to contact each of the schools by letter to ensure 
awareness of the consultation and to ask what issues they 
currently have, and to offer assistance with such. 

II. To not submit comments to the consultation as a Parish 
Council. 

 

17. Public Speaking None 
 

18. Future Agenda 
Items 

Sid Post locations 

19. Chairman and 
Clerk's reports 

None 
 

The meeting closed at  8.45p.m. 
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Tube No. Address 2015 Annual Average  
(µg/m3) 

2016 Annual Average 
(µg/m3) 

CE65 Intack Farm, 
Intack Lane, High 
Leg 

30.87 34.54 

CE248 Woodlands Farm, 
62 Northwich 
Road, Cranage 

- 36.69 

CE156 West Side of M6, 
Oak Tree Lane, 
Cranage 

17.86 21.33 

CE139 Allotment View, 
Oak Tree Lane, 
Cranage 

- 23.17 

CE146 221 Heath Road, 
Sandbach 

25.03 31.69 

CE249 1 Mistletoe 
Cottage, Hassall 
Green 

- 19.71 

CE234 Whitemoss Farm, 
Nursery Road, 
Oakhanger 

26.67 31.35 
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AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

Minutes of meeting on 8 March 2018  

at The Holmes Chapel Community Centre, CW4 8AA 
Part I ï Public and Press present 
 

1. Attendance Cllr J Clowes 

Cllr A Armitt 
Cllr B Bath 

Cllr M Blomeley 

Cllr S Ranger 
Cllr M Street 
 

Mrs S Davies - Clerk to the Council 
 

5 members of the public 

2. Apologies RESOLVED (A17/18/51) to accept apologies from Cllr D Savage (health 
reasons) 
 

3. Declarations of 
Interest 

None 
 
 

4. Public Speaking Residents from the area around Bank Farm, Middlewich Road made comments 
regarding the re-submitted planning application, 18/0925C. The spokesman 
noted that little had changed on this re-submission, and that it is still disruptive to 
the area especially those members of the public in Dane Housing bungalows. 
These residents are amongst those who would struggle to submit an objection to 
the application.  It was also commented that the environmental reports (namely 
the bat report) did not accurately reflect the position. 
 

5.  Minutes RESOLVED (A17/18/52) to approve the minutes of the Committee Meeting held 
on 25 January 2018, parts I and II. 
 

6. Matters Arising ¶ Youth Report and follow up by the partnership: no further news. 
 

7. Planning 
Applications 

The Committee considered the application listed below and RESOLVED 
(A17/18/53) to comment as follows: 
 

18/0925C 
Bank Farm House, 
Middlewich Road, 
CW4 7ER  
 
 
 

Full planning permission for demolition of existing 
dwelling and the erection of 6 no. Dwellings and 
ancillary infrastructure (Resubmission of 17/4804C)  
 
OBJECTION: 
Despite slightly pushing back the building line 
and a slight reduction in housing density, the 
previous objections (17/4804C) are still valid.  An 
objection statement will be prepared for 
submission. 
 
Cllr Clowes suspended standing orders to allow 
further resident comments- 
- poor reports e.g. ecology 
-wrong houses for needs of Holmes Chapel 
 
The meeting was resumed 

18/0932C 
Land adjacent to 
Manor Lane Farm, 
Manor Lane. 

Non material amendment to application 14/4130C 
 
The committee noted receipt of the amendment and 
to make no comment. 
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18/0969C 
 7, Manley Close, 
CW4 7HL 
 

Single storey rear extension 
 
NO OBJECTION 

18/0979C 
7, Chester Road, 
CW4 7DP 
 

Rear two storey extension 
 
NO OBJECTION 
 

 

8. s106 monies Cllr Clowes informed the committee of funding available for Holmes Chapel, 
arising from recent housing developments built in Holmes Chapel.  
RESOLVED (A17/18/54) 

I. to arrange to meet with Mr J Baggeley of Cheshire East Council 
regarding S106 money available for ecological environment.   Cllr 
Clowes and the clerk will attend, with the aim of identifying sites to 
which the funding can be allocated. 

II. to arrange for the clerk and Cllr Street to meet with the Green 
Spaces team at Cheshire East Council,  regarding various S106 
monies which can be spent on play equipment. 
 

9. Footpath Link 
between Persimmon 
and Seddon 
Estates. 

Cllr Clowes updated the committee on the lack of progress in establishing a 
footpath linking the new housing development on Cotton Farm into the existing 
Bramhall Drive estate.  Efforts to progress an agreement between the legal 
parties concerned have so far been unsuccessful. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/55) for Cllr Clowes to draft a letter to senior management 
at Persimmon homes, explaining the desire for a footpath and requesting urgent 
attention, as this request has been stagnant now for over two years. 
 

10. Precinct The committee noted the meeting held with the managers of the precinct on 2 
February 2018.  Matters discussed included littering, benches and the shrubbery 
border to London Road. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/56) for the Clerk to follow up the meeting with a letter to 
chase the issues raised, and to ask about progress with alternative litter bin 
solutions. 
 

11. Memorial 
Benches 
 

The following updates on memorial benches were received 

1. Parkway:  The precinct management have agreed to move the bench onto the 
precinct, re-siting it at their expense.  The donor of the bench has been informed, 
but as yet there is no date for the relocation. 
2..Skatepark at HCCC (Jill Cope memorial) ï Further to meetings with the HC 
Partnership, it has been agreed that the Parish Council will further progress the 
ordering of the commemorative bench. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/57) 
I. To accept the offer from the Precinct management to resite the bench 

from Parkway. 
II. To note the Parish Council are to take the responsibility for ordering 

the ñJill Copeò commemorative bench and installation required.  This 
will then be included on the Parish Council register of assets. 

 

12. Holmes Chapel 
Community Centre 

The Committee were updated on the following issues at the community centre: 
12.1 The proposed RFQ for changes to the perimeter of the community centre 
was noted by the committee.  This will be sent out to seven potential suppliers 
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week commencing 12 March with 4 weeks to respond.   The responses will be 
evaluated by Cllrs Ranger and Bath, with the Clerk, and brought to full council for 
approval.  It was requested that a letter be sent to residents in the area informing 
them of the works. 
12.2 A meeting, attended by Parish Council, HC Hurricanes and Tom Barton 
from ES&R was held on the 7 March 2018 to discuss options for the outdoor 
pitch.  Whilst a 4G pitch is desirable, the funding is prohibitive at present.  
Alternative drainage arrangements to improve the condition of the pitch were 
discussed.  A further meeting is due to be held early April 2018. 
12.3 Operational matters: 

10.3.1 The annual ROSPA safety inspection for the skatepark is due.  
This will be scheduled for April at a cost of £90 + VAT, with a request for 
ES&R to include this as part of their annual checks of the community 
centre in future years. 
10.3.2 A new contract for grounds maintenance has been established. 
10.3.3 The poplar trees will be discussed at the next JLMC ï Clerk to 
chase up for a response from telephony company. 
10.3.4 The leaks in the roof have mainly subsided. 
10.3.5 The thermal imaging report is underway. 
10.3.6 Economies with outdoor lighting are in place. 
10.3.7 The pump system for the outdoor changing room is again 
operational further to repair work. 

 

RESOLVED (A17/18/58) to receive the report and actions. 
 

13. Dane Meadow Cllr Clowes updated the committee ï the drain is still an issue, with United 
utilities in attendance.  There are occasionally mini motor cycles being ridden in 
the meadow. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/59) to receive the report and for the office to arrange for 
quotations for signage to deter motorcycle riding in the meadow. 
 

14. Sensory Garden Cllrs Clowes and Blomeley updated the committee; funding for the project has 
been secured by the HC Partnership.  The Parish Council are now seeking 
quotes for the work, which will be brought for approval at the next full council 
meeting in April. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/60) to receive the report. 
 

15. Conservation 
Area Project 

The Council received the notes from the meeting of the 30th January 2018 and a 
verbal update from the meeting of the 6th March 2018 from Cllrs Clowes and 
Ranger. Letters have been sent to all local businesses in the conservation area, 
a display of proposed interpretation panels is currently in the library and 
quotations for these will be brought for approval at the next full council meeting 
in April.  The working group is now seeking to hold interviews with businesses 
and are working on heritage style street signage for the area. 
 

RESOLVED (A17/18/61) to receive the notes of the meeting of the 30th January 
and the verbal report. 
 

16. Village Tree 
Survey 

No further news. 
 
 

17. Bus review 

 

The committee noted the revised bus timetable for the 319 rural bus service, 
which has been saved from termination The service from April consists of 4 
services per day, Monday - Friday. 
 

18. Reports from The Committee heard the following reports from the representatives of: 
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These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next Committee meeting scheduled for 3 
May 2018. 
 
 
Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record: 
 
 
 
 
 
......................................................................................Date..........  
  

Outside Bodies ¶ Sandbach Almshouses:   Cllr Cotton due to attend a meeting on the 21st 
March 2018. 

¶ Rail report: There has been further anti-social behaviour at the station, 
which has been reported to the police and rail authorities. 

¶ Holmes Chapel Partnership: Cllr Blomeley attended the meeting on the 
28 February 2018, where it was noted that a volunteer has expressed 
interest to run the ñSanta Sleighò routes over the Christmas period, after 
the disbanding of the local rotary group. Progress with the pedestrian 
safety petition related to the proposed roundabout at Chester 
Road/London Road was reported. 

¶ Police ï  The next cluster meeting is scheduled for 9th April at 7.30pm 
 

19.  Public Speaking 
 

None 
 

20. Future Agenda 
Items 

1.  HCCC Masterplan 

2. Landscaping at Skatepark area 

3. Friends of the Dane Meadow 

 

21.  Chairman and 
Clerks reports 

The Chairman reported on contributions received by the local history group 
towards the WW1 exhibition project of £1000 from Persimmon and £250 from 
Russell Homes.  
The Clerk informed of a forthcoming mayors charity ball. Unfortunately, Holmes 
Chapel Parish Council do not have a representative able to attend. 
  

The meeting closed at 8.45p.m. 
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STRATEGY & FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Minutes of meeting on 15 February 2018 

at The Academy Suite, Holmes Chapel Community Centre, CW4 8AA 
 

Part I ï Public and Press present 
1. Attendance Cllr S Ranger 

Cllr B Bath 

Cllr J Clowes 

Cllr R Parry 

Cllr M Ranger 
Cllr D Savage 

Cllr M Street 
 

Mrs S Davies -  Clerk to the Council 
 
 

2. Apologies RESOLVED (SF17/18/71) to accept apologies from Cllr S Hamilton (work).  
 

3. Declarations of 
Interest 

None 

. 
 

4. Public Speaking None 
 

5. Committee 
Minutes 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/72) to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4 
January 2018. 
 

6. Matters Arising A meeting is being arranged to enable co-ordination of events for the 
Remembrance events in 2018.  Arrangements for the Civic service in 2018 will 
also be discussed at this meeting. 
 

7. Planning 
Applications 

The Committee considered the following planning applications listed below, and 
RESOLVED (SF17/18/73) to comment as follows: 
 

18/0479C 
Bellfields Farm 
Marsh Lane 
CW4 8QB 
 

Change of use of section of existing 
agricultural storage building to allow 
temporary storage of classic vehicles.  
 
NO OBJECTION with comments: 
1. Clarification on the ñtemporaryò aspect 
of the storage 
2. Confirmation that all vehicles will be 
stored inside the building. 
 

18/0661C 
36 Macclesfield Road 
CW4 7NQ 
 

Two storey rear extension 
 
NO OBJECTION 

18/0522C  
53 Coniston Drive 
CW4 7LB 
 
 
 

Proposed single storey living room 
extension and pitched roof over and 
including replacing the existing flat roof 
garage. 
 

NO OBJECTION 
 

18/0290T ï Bernard Court, 
Chester Road, Holmes Chapel 
 

Works to birch, multi stemmed maple, 
sycamore and oak trees. 
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NO OBJECTION 

17/4926C ï  
19B London Road 
Holmes Chapel 

To note the updated plans submitted and 
consider if any further response is 
required. 

Submit further comments if possible: 

1. Shortage of parking 

2. Has access been agreed with the fire 
authority 

3. We expect the conservation officer to 
take a careful look before determination. 

16/3724C - Victoria Mills 
 
 
 
 

The committee received a verbal update 
stating that the outline planning permission 
is still outstanding, with further information 
awaited from Cheshire East. 

 

8. Strategic 
Planning Task 
Group 

The committee noted the minutes and actions from the meeting of the Task 
Group on 6 February 2018.   
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/74) 
I. To accept the report. 
II. To transfer responsibility for the following actions to the Amenities 

committee: 
a. To arrange a meeting with Mr J Baggeley (CE Council) regarding 

use of the money listed in Ref 407b, Cotton Hall Farm with 
consideration to use in the Dane Valley. 

b. To arrange a meeting with ñGreenspacesò to further proposals re 
the S106 money for land adjacent to Marsh Hall, Manor Lane 
(Ref 514A and 514B) and use at Elm Drive.  

 

9.  Job Description 

RFO and assistant 
to the Clerk 
 

The committee noted the revised job description for the role of RFO and 
assistant to the clerk, which is performed by Mrs Sue Mckay. 
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/75) to recommend the job description for approval by Full 
Council. 
 

10. Policies The Committee reviewed the revised financial regulations, which separate the 
role of the Clerk from the RFO, in line with the revised job description for the 
assistant.  RESOLVED (SF17/18/76) to make further changes to sections 5 & 6, 
relating to the method of authorising and making payments, and bring the policy 
back to the next Strategy & Finance meeting for review and approval. 
 

11. Social Media The committee debated the use and validity of Social media for the parish 
Council. 
RESOLVED (SF17/18/77) 

I. To revise the social media and communications policy. 
II. The Clerk to initiate the setup a working group to make further progress 

with this project, with a report to be brought back to the Strategy & 
Finance committee. 

 

12. General Data 
Protection 

The committee were updated on the current situation of the General Data 
Protection legislative changes, further to the attendance by Cllr Ranger at the 
recent ChALC meeting.  The legislation will be gradually phased in, with relevant 
documentation and training for officers and councillors to be provided by ChALC 
as and when required.  It is not necessary at this stage to appoint a data 
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protection officer as this is currently being reviewed by NALC and the SLCC. 
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/78) to accept the report. 
 

13. Youth Councils Cllr S Ranger gave a verbal progress report on the work to investigate the 
feasibility and benefit of Youth councils, further to visits to Congleton town 
council and Alderley Edge parish council by himself and the Clerk, where Youth 
Councils are already established.  A report will be presented to a future Strategy 
& Finance committee meeting. 
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/79) to accept the report. 
 

14. Finance ï 
Community Centre 

Thermal Imaging Report ï The committee considered supporting the 
suggestion by ES&R to have a thermal imaging report made on the community 
centre.  This will show areas that can be improved for heat loss and will also 
help to identify potential leaks. 
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/80) to support the thermal investigation and to pay half of 
the costs, up to £500. 
 

Community Centre Valuation ï The committee considered the 
correspondence with the district valuer (DVS) relating to costs associated with 
the valuation of the Community Centre.  
 

RESOLVED (SF17/18/81) for the Clerk to contact DVS to ask for a detailed 
breakdown of the work billed as justification of the proposed payment. 
 

15. Finance RESOLVED (SF17/18/82)  
I. To note that the bank reconciliation for 31 January 2018 is £102,548. 
II. To note and receive the financial reports to 31st January 2018.  
III. The committee considered the use of a pre-paid debit card or credit 

card for use by officers.  Recommended use of the Unity bank 
corporate multipay card, with a limit of £150, for approval to Full 
Council.  

IV. To approve the recommended changes to the timings for the end of 
year accounts approval and audits, for further approval at Full Council  

V. To approve the recommendation regarding the change of electricity 
supplier for the office and church floodlights; a 2 year contract with 
SSE to be paid by direct debit.  The Church warden will be informed. 
 

16. Public 
Speaking 

None 

 
 

17. Future Agenda 
Items 

Update to the Quality Council Action Plan 

Update to the website 

Consideration of formal request for boundary review 

Redesign of adult and older peopleôs specialist mental health services in 
Cheshire East 
Standing Order review 
 

18. Chairman and 
Clerk's reports 

 
 

The Clerk reported 

¶ Mrs Williams has thanked the VI committee for the effort and success to 
relocate the memorial bench on Parkway to the precinct. 

¶ Confirmation of membership of CVS has been formally received 

¶ Cllr M Street is attending the funerals of Mr David Williams and Mr 
Geoffrey Wakefield on behalf of the council. 

The Chairman reported on 

¶ the connected communities meeting on 1 February 2018 attended with 
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It was noted that meeting finished at 9:45, contrary to standing orders which stipulates at 
9:30pm finish, but that two short breaks had been taken.  
 
These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next Strategy & Finance Committee 
meeting scheduled for 15 March 2018. 
 
 
Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record  
 
 
 
 
 
 
....................................................................................................Date.........................

the Clerk.  A representative from the parish council will be nominated. 
¶ ChALC have advised the NALC have arranged a deal with an insurance 

broker BHIB on behalf of Parish Councils.  
 

Cllr Parry informed the Council of a HS2 open meeting due to take place at the 
Victoria Club (u3A). 
 

The meeting closed at 9.45p.m. 
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Draft Minutes of the S&F Committee meeting 12 April 2018 to follow asap. 
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Application 

No 
Address Description 

HCPC 

meeting 

and date 

Delegated 

Auth.  

Committee + 

date 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council 

Response 
Decision/ Comments 

18/0953C 35, Station Road, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 8AA 

Change of use from C3 Dwelling 

House to B1 Business Offices 

S and F  

12/4/18 

Del. Authority 

Thiago 

Amorim 

No objection if character of 

buildings is maintained. 

Comments deadline 18th April 2018. 

18/1264C 106, London Road, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 7BD 

Demolition of rear outrigger with 

replacement new single storey side 

and rear extensions 

S and F  

12/4/18 

Del. Authority 

Edward 

Cratchley 

No objection Comments deadline given as 12th 

April but the PC has an extension 

until the 16th April.  

18/1176C 77, London Road, 

London Road 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 7AT 

Single storey rear extension 

(See also prior approval application 

18/1228C) 

S and F  

12/4/18 

Del Authority 

Edward 

Cratchley 

No objection Comments deadline given as the 3rd 

April. Extension granted until the 

16th April by the planning officer. 

18/1089C Land off 

Macclesfield Road, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 8AL 

Construction of three dwellings (re-

submission of 17/4519C)  

S and F  

12/4/18 

Del Authority 

Nick Hulland 

Comments made- 

1. Not sustainable 

2. Outside settlement boundary so 

in Open Countryside 

3. No contribution to Village 

Infrastructure. 

4. Contravenes NP Policies HO1 

(A) and H1a(D) 

5. Subject to Jodrell Bank Policies. 

Comments deadline given as the 5th 

April 2018. 

Extension agreed until the 13th April 

2018. 

18/1158C 2, Bramhall Drive, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 7EJ 

Proposed two storey side extension 

and single storey front extension 

S and F 

15/3/18 

Del Authority 

Nick Hulland 

No objection Decision Target date ï 2nd May 2018 

18/1092D Happy Days Club 

and Nursery School 

Discharge of Condition 2 on 

application 16/6197C 

S and F 

15/3/18 

Del Authority 

Richard 

Taylor 

No submission Decision Target date 27th April 2018 

18/0979C 7, Chester Road, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 7DP 

Rear two storey extension Amenities 

8/3/18 

Del Authority 

Susan Orrell 

No objection Approved with conditions 6th April 

2018 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0953C&query=72deafcb-d95c-4d68-bde9-a1da08aa717c
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/1264C&query=dee28b04-7d8a-43f6-a9e4-620071aaa71b
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/1176C&query=b5babfef-9f18-491b-86f4-01943520d556
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/1089C&query=80b025ca-1323-46b1-aa4f-b087376b3224
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/1158C&query=f098c8be-d7a4-433c-924c-7d645a9f7d79
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/1092D&query=c058b21e-0ae5-4740-8f67-69817199f732
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0979C&query=763060e4-779d-4f5a-a52c-b62f4d454eb1
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Application 

No 
Address Description 

HCPC 

meeting 

and date 

Delegated 

Auth.  

Committee + 

date 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council 

Response 
Decision/ Comments 

18/0969C 7, Manley Close, 

Holmes Chapel, 

CW4 7HL 

Single storey rear extension Amenities 

8/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Susan Orrell 

No Objection Approved with conditions 6th April 

2018 

18/0932C Land adjacent to 

Manor Lane Farm, 

Manor Lane, 

Holmes Chapel 

Non material amendment to 

application 14/4130C ï Development 

of 24 dwellings with associated 

landscaping and access. 

Amenities 

8/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Robert Law 

No comment Approved 26th March 2018 

18/0925C Bank Farm House, 

Middlewich Road, 

Holmes Chapel 

CW4 7ER 

Full planning permission for 

demolition of existing dwelling and 

the erection of 6 no. dwellings and 

ancilliary infrastructure (Re-

submission of 17/4804C). 

Amenities 

8/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Nick Hulland 

Contravenes several NP policies. 

Too Close too Middlewich Road, 

too high density compared with 

adjoining houses, does not satisfy 

the mix needs identified in the NP, 

no affordable homes, bland design 

not in keeping, not sustainable and 

bat and tree reports not updated. 

Decision target date 17th April 2018 

18/0709C 13, Station Road, 

Holmes Chapel 

CW4 7AU 

Removal of existing single garages & 

lean-to greenhouse and replace with 

one double garage 

VI  

1/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Alan Lynch 

No objection but made note re 

measures for protection of existing 

trees. 

Approved with Conditions 14th 

March 2018 

18/0687C 52, Macclesfield 

Road, CW4 7NQ 

Two storey extension to rear VI  

1/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Alan Lynch 

No objection Approved with Conditions 14th 

March 2018 

18/0607C 16, Lochmaben 

Close, Holmes 

Chapel, 

CW4 7HU 

Single Storey and rear extension VI  

1/3/18 

Del. Authority 

Alan Lynch 

No comment Approved with conditions 13th 

March 2018 

(The definitive map officer 

submitted an objection re further 

obstruction of the footpath and asked 

the applicant to contact their office. 

A legal order to divert the footpath 

upon completion of development 

was not done.) 

18/0290T Bernard Court, 

Chester Road, 

Holmes Chapel 

Works to birch, multi-stemmed 

maple, sycamore and oak trees. 

S and F  

15/2/18 

Del. Authority 

Anne Donkin 

No Objection Decision ï Not TPOôd therefore 

doesnôt require consent.  

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0969C&query=bcb162e2-fab7-45c1-b538-cf0fbcfd16cc
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0932C&query=a220ce54-ea4c-4c05-82ed-edcaf40f7da6
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0709C&query=8abc3fbd-906f-4a7d-b06c-93875fa9d055
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0687C&query=51dca3fa-0a14-42b3-b179-381240303cd6
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0607C&query=b754d345-59d9-4c86-a8a7-a42d0c86ea07
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0290T&query=ad265820-45ee-46c4-ac97-19721f8a7825
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Application 

No 
Address Description 

HCPC 

meeting 

and date 

Delegated 

Auth.  

Committee + 

date 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council 

Response 
Decision/ Comments 

18/0522C 53, Coniston Drive, 

CW4 7LB 

Proposed single storey living room 

extension and pitched roof over and 

including replacing the existing flat 

roof garage. 

S and F 

15/2/18 

Del. Authority 

Alan Lynch 

No Objection Approved with conditions on the 

12th March 

18/0661C 36, Macclesfield 

Road, Holmes 

Chapel, 

CW4 7NQ 

Two storey rear extension S and F 

15/2/18 

Del. Authority 

Alan Lynch 

No objection Approved with conditions 14th 

Match 2018 

18/0479C Bellfields Farm 

Marsh Lane 

CW4 8QB 

 

Change of use of section of existing 

agricultural storage building to allow 

temporary storage of classic vehicles.  

 

S and F 

15/2/18 

Del. Authority 

Nick Hulland 

NO OBJECTION with comments: 

1. Clarification on the ñtemporaryò 

aspect of the storage 

2. Confirmation that all vehicles 

will be stored inside the building. 

Approved with Conditions 23rd 

March 2018 

18/0151C Land off 

Macclesfield Road, 

Holmes Chapel 

Erection of a single storey extension 

on the rear of the dwelling 

(Amendment to approved application 

15/1248C) 

Amenities 

25/1/18 

Del. Authority 

Nick Hulland 

No objection but a comment made 

to ensure protection of the tree on 

the front boundary. 

Approved with conditions 26th 

March 2018 

17/6123C Land Off London 

Road, Holmes Chapel 

Reserved Matters application for 

appearance, landscaping, layout and 

scale for the first phase of 

development (76 dwellings and open 

space) following outline approval 

14/5921C - A mixed use 

development including residential 

and commercial. 

Full Cncl 

11/1/18 

Del Authority 

Susan Orrell 

Comments made regarding some 

aspects but not an objection.  

Bloor Homes ï reserved matters. 

Target decision date 5th March 2018. 

Revised plans submitted 11th April 

2018. 

17/6426C The Hayloft, Mill 

Lane, Holmes Chapel 

Restoration of hay barn and 

construction of dwelling. 

Full Cncl 

11/1/18 

Del authority 

Thomas Hiles 

No Objection Withdrawn 20th February 2018 

17/6113D Land off London 

Road, Holmes Chapel 

Discharge of Conditions 4, 6, 7, 9, 

10, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 17 on 

application 14/5921C 

S and F  

4/1/18 

Del Authority 

Susan Orrell 

Comment made about distribution 

of trees. 

Target decision date 29th January 

2018 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0522C&query=3ea200c4-f880-49a4-8080-1811e0485fd8
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0661C&query=8319cdd2-1f53-481a-af55-3de491bac14d
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0479C&query=73ca6b9c-81fa-40d8-88c8-37fc17b567c3
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=18/0151C&query=240465b1-7704-4e8f-9d15-18328335c7a8
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/6123C&query=0d9cd9e3-b005-4f5e-99ca-3ba1f7b40b9b
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/6426C&query=7c700506-fd9d-4e6a-b6a0-112da3091913
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/6113D&query=00ac015a-f7d5-4218-9dcf-493962efc893


Appendix 3  

 

Application 

No 
Address Description 

HCPC 

meeting 

and date 

Delegated 

Auth.  

Committee + 

date 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council 

Response 
Decision/ Comments 

17/5993C The Coach House, 

2B Sadlers Close, 

CW4 7EG 

New unit for livestock and storage of 

equipment such as a tractor. 

S and F 

7/12/17 

Del authority: 

Grace Murray 

No Objection Withdrawn 29th March 2018 

17/5930C 94, Chester Road, 

CW4 7DS 

Garage conversion to 

accommodation, single storey front 

and rear extensions and a first-floor 

side extension. 

Amenities 

30/11/17 

Del authority: 

Thomas Hiles 

Objection  Approved with conditions 15th 

March 2018 

17/4926C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19B London Road 

CW4 8AB 

Construction of 4 residential 

cottages, extension to existing 

commercial property and 

construction of 1 studio apartment. 

Amenities 

12/10/17 

and 

S and F 

19/10/17 

Del. 

Authority: 

Grace Murray 

Objection 

 

Further comments submitted Feb 

2018. 

Not decided ï Decision target date 

1/12/17. 

 

New site layout added 1/12/17 

showing ingress and egress 

 

Jan 2018 - Further revised 

documents added. 

16/3724C Victoria Mills, 

Macclesfield Road, 

Holmes Chapel, CW4 

7PA 

Reserved Matters application on 

Outline application 08/0492/OUT for 

Access, appearance, landscaping, 

layout and scale with respect to 136 

dwellings. 

Strategy 

8/9/16 

Southern 

Planning 

Committee. 

Susan Orrell 

Objection Application currently on-hold. 

(Listing a committee date of 30th 

May 2018) 

17/3605W Land at Rudheath 

Lodge, New Platt 

Lane, Cranage and 

Allostock, Cheshire 

CW4 8HJ 

Silica sand extraction and associated 

development, mineral extraction by 

dredging, progressive restoration, 

mineral processing and despatch 

- Strategic 

Planning 

Committee: 

31/1/18 

Gary 

Nancarrow 

Not commented Strategic Planning Committee Date 

ï 4th April  2018 where it was  

 

 

 
 

http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/5993C&query=9347e6a8-4cd1-4473-a75c-4ba20e8f4773
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/5930C&query=a9fce4ce-ea98-490d-9bf6-ce420ba49155
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/4926C&query=1653594c-55d9-4320-bab5-048c59791bc0
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=16/3724C&query=87e6fd26-b52c-4965-9fbe-b50cc16d6fc1
http://planning.cheshireeast.gov.uk/applicationdetails.aspx?pr=17/3605W&query=0fa76dc6eea141ae8395ac3fc8db3bed&start=&from=m
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1. INTRODUCTION  

This report has been produced by a Working Group of volunteers from the community and chaired by a Parish Councillor. The 

Working Group reports to the Strategic Planning Task Group (SPTG), which in turn is responsible to the Strategy & Finance 

Committee of the Parish Council. 

 

The remit of the SPTG is to consider a range of issues identified by the production of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and to take a 

strategic view of potential developments up to and beyond 2030 when the current NP will expire. 

 

This Working Group has been tasked by the SPTG to consider the traffic and transport issues affecting the village and make 

recommendations, including: 

¶ traffic volumes and congestion 

¶ road safety and road traffic accident levels 

¶ speed of traffic 

¶ HGVôs & abnormal load routes 

¶ potential impact of planned new road schemes and completion of the M6 Smart Motorway project 

¶ local transport plan and strategic road planning 

¶ public transport facilities 

¶ footways and pedestrian safety  

¶ safe cycling routes 

¶ car parking 

¶ air quality 

Although part of a wider piece of work by the SPTG on the future of the village, entitled óBeyond 2030ô, this report will be 

issued for community consultation as an independent document because many of the traffic and transport issues are 

current and require attention now. 

 

2. BACKGROUND  

Previous initiatives taken by the Parish Council and others during the past decade and more have highlighted residentsô 

concerns about traffic volumes, congestion, pedestrian safety, cycling routes and the need for improvements to be made. 

There is clear evidence of frustration, with residents frequently complaining about both the problems and the continuing 

lack of action in addressing them. Although a significant improvement has been achieved following the weight limit 

regulation on two roads in 2015 to restrict HGV traffic, the extent of recent housing development will only serve to 

highlight the inadequacy of the current road system. [See Section 9]  
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Holmes Chapel has a history of traffic congestion, dating back to before the M6 motorway was constructed, when the A50 

through the village would suffer frequent traffic jams. The completion of the M6 did deliver relief for the village in terms of north 

ï south traffic, but brought new east ï west traffic flows accessing nearby Junction 18. 

 

The erstwhile Cheshire County Council recognised the extent of traffic issues with a proposal to provide a by-pass for the village 

as part of its strategic roads programme. Unfortunately, this never progressed to implementation. 

 

Growth of housing during the 1970s to 90s brought new sources of traffic flows generated by both local and commuting activity. 

A further driver of traffic growth has been HGVs using the M6 and accessing new commercial and distribution centres in the 

surrounding area. 

 

In terms of road infrastructure, Holmes Chapel suffers from having several key pinch points, together with main roads 

passing through residential areas, creating noise and disruption for residents.  [See Section 3.3] 

 

Air quality issues are also of concern, particularly when traffic becomes slow moving as a result of traffic volumes and the 

inadequate roads. [See Section 8] 

 

Pedestrians are not well supported either, with many narrow footways reflecting its small village heritage. Although progress has 

been made in recent years there are still several points where safe crossing points are needed. Similarly, cycling around the village 

is hazardous, due to the combination of narrow roads, traffic volumes and the number of HGVs. 

 

Holmes Chapel has expanded substantially over the past 50+ years, with the population increasing from 1816 in 1961 to 5,669 in 

2001, a growth of 212%. This was followed by a period of relative stability, though a new phase of growth began in the current 

decade which will lead to a projected   823 new homes being built by 2025, with a corresponding increase in population to almost 

8,000. 

 

The village has three schools (two primaries and one secondary), a health centre, leisure centre, community centre, three churches, 

a supermarket and a range of independent shops. There is a wide range of voluntary organisations hosting many clubs and 

activities. They all generate local traffic, requiring parking facilities which are often full, leading to more congestion in the village 

centre at peak times.  

 

Holmes Chapel also acts as a Local Service Centre for the surrounding villages which generates more local traffic to the schools, 

shops and health centre, with added pressure on parking facilities. 

 

3. KEY CONSIDERATIONS  
 

3.1 Traffic Volumes 

 

Whilst definitive data is not presently available, local knowledge can testify to a very substantial increase in traffic 

volumes through the village over recent years. Some is undoubtedly generated by greater economic activity in the area, with a 

number of new business parks and commercial developments. Commuter traffic has also increased and the recent growth in house 

building is creating more commuting journeys as well as local journeys for shopping, schools and leisure. 

 

There are several significant businesses within or adjacent to the village, along with an extensive range of SME businesses. In 

addition, a supermarket has recently opened, all contributing to the flows of traffic within and through the village. 

 

There is a proposal for a sand quarry nearby on the A50 which would generate some new HGV traffic through the village if 

approved. 

 

3.2 Neighbourhood Plan  

 

During 2015/16 the Parish Council supported the community in creating a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). In the course of compiling 

evidence for the Plan, it was identified that residents remained seriously concerned at the volumes and speed of traffic and of 

HGVs in particular, travelling through the village. The idea of a relief road gained the support of 87% of residents surveyed, as the 

preferred solution to the issue. 

 

A limitation of the NP process is that it is primarily concerned with land use for housing and commercial uses, with only limited 

scope to address issues such as roads, traffic and parking. As a result of this, once the Plan was made, a Strategic Planning Group 

was formed to consider a range of matters during the life of the Plan and beyond. This report seeks to consider the traffic and 

transport issues in more detail.  

 

3.3 Roads Infrastructure  
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During the past 60+ years of house building and population growth, no significant improvements have been made to the roads 

infrastructure, which still consists of a network with origins dating back to the era of turnpike roads. Roads are frequently narrow 

compared to current standards, with several notable pinch points viz: 

¶ Station Road railway bridge 

¶ Macclesfield Road near the village centre 

¶ Junction of A50 / A535 / B5308 

¶ A50 through The Square (a conservation area) 

The various factors described above have been taken into account in examining the issues and options which are discussed in the 

following sections. 

 
3.4 M6 Smart Motorway upgrade 

 

As noted briefly elsewhere in this report, Highways England are part way through upgrading the motorway between Junctions 16 

and 19 to a Smart Motorway. The expected benefits are increased capacity, improved journey times and a safer environment. 

 

When completed it is forecast that there will be some increases in traffic entering and exiting junction 18, with consequent impact 

on Holmes Chapel.  

 

During the construction process there has been a history of increased numbers of road traffic accidents (RTAs) and incidents 

which have resulted in closure of the motorway or extreme congestion. Both result in traffic using the local road network in an 

effort to circumvent the situation. This does cause acute problems in the village, although it is expected this will diminish once the 

scheme is completed, expected in Q1/2019. 

 

3.5 Other Road Projects 

 

Two schemes will potentially have an impact on future traffic flows through Holmes Chapel: 

1. Congleton by-pass [Ref 11] 

2. Middlewich eastern relief road [Ref 12]  

The Congleton scheme construction is now expected to commence in Q4/2018 and is designed to relieve the acute congestion in 

the town where the A34 and A54 routes converge. It is claimed that when completed, M6 traffic will prefer to use Junction 17, 

relieving Holmes Chapel and Junction 18. The Working Group is sceptical of this claim, as Junction 17 is only likely to appeal to 

traffic to / from the south. It is in any event, less free-flowing than Junction 18, making it less attractive to HGV traffic. 

Completion of the scheme is expected in 2021. 

 

The Middlewich scheme is at an earlier stage of development, but funding has recently been approved. Once completed it will 

open up more commercial opportunities, generating additional traffic flows that could impact Holmes Chapel. 

 

The main concern for Holmes Chapel is that with both schemes completed, the village will be ñthe meat in the sandwichò, 

with additional traffic generated by new roads on either side. 

It is important that the traffic survey data for these two schemes is taken account of when considering future traffic levels 

in the village. 

 

3.6 HS2 Rail Project 

 

In addition to the schemes referred to above, construction and operation of the planned HS2 Phase 2b rail project could generate 

additional traffic flows through the village. 

 

3.7      Transport for the North  

 

This strategic review could also have an indirect impact locally. A formal consultation process on the proposals runs between 

February and April 17th 2018. 

 

3.8       A50 Corridor Study 

 

An A50 corridor study is projected to consider east-west connections along the corridor, but will not be completed until after the 

M6 smart motorway project is finished. 

 

3.9        Cheshire & Warrington LEP Sub-Regional Transport Strategy 

 

The Local Enterprise Partnership has just released this strategy report which focusses on the transport issues involved in 

supporting the areaôs economic growth strategy. 
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It also recognises that some key local routes require improvement to reduce congestion and improve the quality of life for 

communities. 

One of the routes identified for improvement is the A54 through Holmes Chapel with the responsibility for progressing this 

delegated to the Constellation Partnership, a group of local authorities in Cheshire & Staffordshire. Scheme development is 

proposed for 5-10 years out, with delivery beyond 2028. 

 

3.10 CEC Local Transport Plan (LTP3) 

 

This plan was prepared to cover the period 2011 to 2026. An Implementation Plan accompanied the main document for the period 

2011 to 2015. It is understood that a new implementation plan is being prepared to cover the period to 2017 to 2026, but there is 

no information available at present. There is also a Sustainability Appraisal document to accompany the Plan. 

 

The plan has no content directly relating to the specific issues faced by Holmes Chapel, beyond general policies on maintenance, 

transport links, integration and so forth. There are also sections relating to health improvements, communities, road safety and 

demographic impacts. Much emphasis is placed upon economic benefits, but there is little coverage of environmental issues and 

the impacts of traffic congestion on communities. A significant amount of coverage is devoted to Crewe. Road improvement 

schemes that are included in the Plan do not relate to Holmes Chapel. 

 

It is disappointing to note the lack of any measures in this extensive piece of work of benefit to Holmes Chapel and there is 

little visible evidence of any local action from the Implementation Plan. 

 

It is recommended that the Parish Council continues to hold discussions with Cheshire East Council, Developers and the 

Constituency MP to progress options for relieving traffic volumes through the village. 

Refs [8] Cheshire East Local Transport Plan 

        [11] Congleton relief road scheme 

        [12] Middlewich eastern by-pass scheme 

       [13] Transport for the North Strategy 

      [14] Cheshire & Warrington LEP Sub-Regional Transport Strategy 

 

3.11      Public Transport 

Holmes Chapel benefits from its location on the Crewe ï Manchester rail line, with a roughly half-hourly service between the two 

locations, some via Manchester Airport. The local trains also allow connections to a wider range of routes from either Crewe or 

Manchester. Some service improvements are planned during 2018. 

 

Bus services are much less satisfactory. One service plies between Crewe and Congleton on an hourly basis. A local bus service 

connects surrounding villages, Holmes Chapel and Sandbach on a limited schedule. 

 

Both services have been reviewed as Cheshire East Council seeks to reduce its support costs for the social element of this 

provision. The local service will be reduced in frequency from April 2018 as a result and the Crewe ï Congleton route will have 

evening services curtailed. 

 

There is no service on the north-south axis (Warrington / Knutsford ï Newcastle / Stoke). 

 

The key issue in any improvement in bus provision is the need for financial support for non-peak services or additional 

routes. Unless the bus provides convenient, frequent connections, the car remains the preferred choice for most people. 

Bus services, as presently configured, do not provide a service that is viable or attractive for most residents. 

 

4. TRAFFIC ISSUES 

4.1 Traffic volumes 

Holmes Chapel lies at the intersection of three routes: 

¶ A50 running north / south 

¶ A54 running east / west 

¶ A535 from north east 

The M6 lies approximately one mile west of the village with access at Junction 18. At present it is being converted to a 

Smart Motorway between Junctions 16 and 19. This is having an impact on Holmes Chapel, as the works are resulting in 

frequent incidents with traffic lea ving the motorway to find alternative routes, causing acute traffic congestion. The village 

is at the centre of such diversionary activity, resulting in periodic large increases in traffic on local roads. 

 

In terms of through-traffic, DfT monitoring data indicates around 50,000 vehicles travel into / out of Holmes Chapel on the five 

key roads during an average day. In addition, there will be further traffic generated locally from residents travelling to use village 

services. It has not been possible to quantify this, but it clearly raises the 50,000 daily average. This figure needs to be considered 

in the context of the restricted road network of the village. 
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The most recent traffic study within the village was undertaken by Cheshire East Highways as part of the HGV review in 2012 

and largely confirms the DfT data, but as this was primarily concerned with large lorry movements it provides an incomplete 

picture of the overall situation. There are also a number of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) installed around the village which 

record traffic volume and speed data and a number of new development planning applications have included limited traffic 

studies. [See Section 4.3] 

  

The Working Group identified the need for a comprehensive traffic survey to establish a true baseline on which to assess 

the need for improvements. However, given the current status of the M6, Cheshire East Highways advise they are 

unwilling to carry out any traffic stud ies until the Smart works are completed in 2019 and traffic flows have ñnormalisedò. 

 

4.2 Safety Considerations 

Despite the combination of traffic usage and narrow roads, the village is fortunate in that the number of Road Traffic Accidents 

(RTAs) is relatively low, with fatalities thankfully rare though not unknown. 

 

We are aware that the numbers of individuals killed or seriously injured (KSI) is a key measure when considering the need for 

road improvements (and traffic speed enforcement). 

 

Whilst recognising that this is an important consideration, we would submit that the low levels of such incidents should not 

debar the village from seeking both improvements and enforcement action. It is too late when a KSI incident occurs. We 

should be considering prevention, not retrospective action. Many of the proposals in this report would help achieve this 

objective. 

See data from Crash Map:  http://www.crashmap.co.uk/Search 

 

4.3  Traffic Speeds 

 

Evidence from the Speed Indicator Devices (SIDôs) monitored by the Parish Council indicate that average speeds are broadly 

within the tolerance allowed by the Police before action is taken. One exception to this is Macclesfield Road, primarily 

westbound, where average speeds tend to exceed that limit. As a result the Police periodically carry out enforcement action on this 

road.  

It is evident from the data compiled that there are instances of excessive speed, but on average, speeds are within accepted limits. 

 

The SID devices are regularly moved around the village to avoid familiarity and to ensure all main routes are monitored. By 

exception, to meet Highways Agency requirements during the M6 works, the devices on Knutsford Road and London Roads are 

permanently located. 

Data from the SID devices is provided on the Parish Councilôs website and periodically updated. 

 

It should be noted that Police / DfT guidance is that speeding is not considered an actionable issue unless the 85th percentile speed 

is exceeded. [Ref: 15]  

This value is recorded on the SID reports for each location. 
 

4.4    HGVs and Abnormal Loads 

 
HGV traffic became a serious issue for residents in the early part of this decade, resulting in a campaign supported by the Parish 

Council and the local MP. This led to a trial HGV restriction on two routes through the village which was confirmed by a Traffic 

Regulation Order in 2015, prohibiting vehicles over 7.5t from the specified roads, but at the cost of diverting additional traffic 

along residential roads. 

Holmes Chapel is located on a designated abnormal load route from Stafford to Liverpool. 

This is now a source of increasing concern, given the volumes of daily traffic through the village. Transit of these loads creates 

additional problems when the convoys negotiate some exceptionally narrow locations and junctions. This causes very 

considerable additional congestion and real inconvenience to residents and road users in general. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Traffic Issues 
 SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS 

1 Road surface improvements ï estate roads, Broad 

Lane, Village centre 

Awaiting response from CEC Highways on 

available funding in 2018/19 

2 Trial change of junction priority Middlewich Road / 

Chester Road junction- A54 

CEC Highways will assess options and report 

back. Concern expressed re: potential risks of 

making changes. 

3 Provision of right turn phase from Chester Road to 

London Road, southbound 

Existing junction capacity would be 

adversely affected. Preferred option is 

developer funded roundabout (see long term 

objectives) 

4 Full traffic survey by CEC Highways Await completion of M6 smart motorway in 

Q1/2019 

http://www.crashmap.co.uk/Search
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5 Greater enforcement of HGV restrictions and speeding Regular enforcement by PCSO  

 

6 

Highways England and Cheshire Constabulary to be 

consulted about possible alternative routes for 

abnormal loads, avoiding Holmes Chapel. 

Initial discussions proposed with CEC 

Highways Q2/2018 

7 Consider further extensions to 30mph limits to reduce 

traffic speeds on roads into the village 

To discuss with CEC Highways, local Parish 

Councils and developers during 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 LONG TERM O BJECTIVES ACTION / STATUS 

1 

 

A50 / 54 junction: replace traffic lights with 

roundabout, subject to adequate pedestrian crossing 

provision. 

To be financed by developer contribution 

from site on London Road. Concerns 

expressed re: safe pedestrian crossing 

provision 

2 Confirm Middlewich Road / Chester Road A54 priority 

from trial period 

Subject to successful trial result (see short 

term objectives) 

Refs [1] Appendix 1 Traffic data sources 

        [2] CEC HGV Re-routing report May 2013  

       [10] Highways England abnormal load routes 

      [14] 85th percentile principles 

 

5. PEDESTRIANS 

As noted previously, many footways in the village are narrow, creating potential hazards for pedestrians. On Macclesfield Road 

this problem was a key reason for the HGV restriction being imposed. There are also a number of locations where the footway 

only exists at one side of the road, forcing pedestrians to make additional road crossings against busy traffic. 

 

The physical constraints of existing properties make the prospect of footway improvements virtually impossible, with the 

inevitable conclusion that the best solution is to take the traffic away to improve pedestrian safety. 

 

There are also several places where additional controlled pedestrian crossing facilities would be beneficial in the short / medium 

term. 

 

The Working Group identified the need to progress the justification and financing of new crossing provision with CEC Highways. 

Additionally, such is the level of public concern about pedestrian safety, the Holmes Chapel Partnership launched a petition in 

February 2018 for the provision of improved safe crossing points at the A50/A54 junction. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Pedestrian Issues 
 SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS 

1 Footway condition improvements (subject to survey) Survey in progress for completion Q1/2018 

2 Pedestrian crossing provision near HC Primary School, 

Middlewich Road 

Delayed but completion expected in Q1/2018 

  3 Pedestrian crossing improvements  A50/A54 junction, 

Chester Road near The Drive 

 

(In lieu of pedestrian phase at London Road traffic 

lights) 

CEC have carried out a usage assessment 

which does not justify further action. 

Evidence awaited 

CEC unwilling to change existing light 

phasing due to traffic flow issues 

   4 Upgrade to zebra crossing on London Road, village 

centre 

Included on CEC programme. Awaiting final 

go-ahead in 2018 

   5 Additional pedestrian crossing Middlewich Road near 

Cottons Farm development 

S106 developer funding. To be completed 

2018 

   6 Additional pedestrian crossing, Macclesfield Road near 

Manor Lane 

S 106 developer funding. 

Partially completed 

   7 Additional pedestrian crossing, Knutsford Road near 

The Hawthornes 

CEC have carried out a usage assessment 

which does not justify further action. 

Evidence awaited 

   8 Additional pedestrian crossing on London Road near 

Iron Bridge 

Conditional on development of former 

Fisonôs site 

9 Raised kerbs to protect pedestrians: Station Road, 

Macclesfield Road 

Proposed to CEC Highways who have 

expressed reservations 

Ref [3] appendix 2 Additional pedestrian crossing facilities 
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6. CYCLING  
There are a significant number of local cyclists and the village also has many cyclists passing through. From NP work it is 

believed more people would cycle if the local infrastructure was more appropriate for these users. At present there are no 

dedicated cycle routes through the village, although a local initiative has identified a network of residential road and footpaths to 

create a somewhat circuitous way around the village for residents, avoiding most main roads. Those main roads are hazardous for 

cyclists given both the traffic volumes and the restricted widths in many places, together with poor surface quality. 

 

Cheshire East Council has a cycling strategy document and refers to cycling in a number of instances in its Local Transport Plan. 

The problem with these plans is lack of delivery on the ground. Aspirations are fine, but they have not delivered satisfactory 

outcomes in Holmes Chapel. 

 

The Holmes Chapel Neighbourhood Plan (HCNP) included a cycling analysis report in its evidence base. This report makes a 

number of practical suggestions for improvements in the village to make cycling safer and more attractive, with all the benefits 

that accrue from the activity. It builds on the existing route suggestions, proposing adequate signage and safe crossing points on 

main roads. The key objective is to create linkages such that the individual, but ñisolatedò, residential areas are effectively linked 

together with the village centre to create a viable network of safe cycling routes around the village. It further proposes that these 

routes should be subject to a 20mph speed limit for vehicles. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Cycling Issues 
 LONG TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS 

1 Creation of effective safe cycling routes in line with 

CEC & HCNP strategy documents 

To be progressed with CEC Highways / 

Local user groups 

Refs [4 ]TT14 Cycling Analysis v2 report  

        [5] CEC Cycling Strategy report 2017-2027 

       [6] Village map: proposed safe cycling routes 

 

7. PARKING  
As noted earlier, parking facilities can be overloaded, particularly at peak times. A key constraint is long-term parking provision, 

as most facilities are time limited and some have become chargeable. Those few locations that do not impose time limits are soon 

filled, leaving long-term users to park on residential roads, creating potential hazards and problems with residents.  

 

The Health Centre serves a wide area around Holmes Chapel, generating a lot of additional traffic and demand for parking, as 

users need to travel in from surrounding communities. 

 

There is no easy or immediate solution in prospect as there is an acute lack of land in the village centre. In the longer term, re-

development of brownfield sites may provide an opportunity to create long-term facilities on the edge of the village at the Victoria 

Mills site or nearer to the M6.  

 

Other options may arise from the relocation of village centre facilities, but are likely to be difficult to deliver due to the high land 

values of such sites. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Parking Issues 
 LONG TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS (February 2018) 

1 Additional car parking provision, particularly for long-

term use 

To be investigated by SPTG as part of future 

developments 

Ref [7] HCNP Car Parking report 

 

 

8. AIR QUALITY  
With the volumes of traffic in the village, concerns have been expressed about the levels of air pollution. 

 

A single NOx monitoring tube has been located at the junction of London, Station & Chester Roads for several years. 

Results from this device, obtained under a FOI request, fall well inside the prescribed action limit at around 27µg/m3, against a 

standard of 40µg/m3. However, with the recent disclosure that air monitoring results have been falsified, there has been 

understandable scepticism as to their accuracy.  

A Parish Council Committee has met representatives from Cheshire East Environmental Services to discuss these points. As a 

result the existing monitoring tube has been relocated and a second tube installed in the village centre to enhance emissions 

measurement. The NOx results are considered by Cheshire East to fall well inside any actionable levels.  Results for other 

pollutants are very low across Cheshire East and are not routinely monitored. 
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Summary of Objectives for Air Quality  Issues 
 SHORT TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS 

1 Consider need for further air quality assessment and 

current results 

Relocated/additional monitoring tubes have 

been installed 

 

Information from CEC indicates NOx results 

are within guidelines. Existing measuring 

tube relocated & 2nd tube has been installed 

in village centre 

Ref [9] Cheshire East air quality strategy 

 

 

9. RELIEF ROAD  

 

9.1 Justification 

 

The Working Group, in considering the range of issues that affect the village and its residents, believes that the optimum 

solution is the provision of a relief road (or by-pass) to take through-traffic away from the village centre and the restricted 

residential roads currently used. 

 

The Working Group believe traffic volumes will continue to grow in the village and the surrounding area, driven by the increase 

in planned housing, both in Holmes Chapel and other local towns, in combination with the projected increased economic activity 

in Cheshire East, the planned new roads in Congleton and Middlewich and the arrival of HS2. 

 

The benefits of such a road would be substantial: 

¶ Less traffic volume, noise, vibration and lower emissions 

¶ A safer environment for both pedestrians and cyclists 

¶ Opportunity to remodel the village centre 

¶ Faster journey times for drivers 

¶ Potential for new economic growth and village facilities 

¶ Wider economic benefits as part of a network of local road improvements 

The need to make progress is clear. Continuing new developments erode the opportunity to protect a line for such a road. 

Even five years ago options were better than today and action is needed before todayôs options are further limited. 

 

9.2 Route Options 

 

The Working Group consider the preferred route is from the A535, crossing Marsh Lane (A54), Dog Lane (A50), the railway line 

and terminating on Middlewich Road near to Junction 18 of the M6. 

 

Should Highways England proceed with a possible new junction on the M6 between Junctions 18 and 19, a different line of route 

may be appropriate, taking traffic to the north of Holmes Chapel. 

 

It is clear that a strategic review of these options is needed to develop the optimum route for a road. 

 

We recognise that completion of the current upgrade of the M6 will be needed before reliable traffic data for Holmes Chapel can 

be compiled, but this should not preclude other studies being progressed. 

 

It is recommended that Cheshire East Council take note of the proposals in the Cheshire & Warrington LEP Report, 

under-take studies to agree and protect potential lines of route and consider the costs and benefits of a relief road to make 

the case for the required funding bid. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Relief Road Issues 
 LONG TERM OBJECTIVES  ACTION / STATUS 

1 Full traffic survey on all routes through the village For consideration by CEC by late 2019 

2 Provision of a relief road ï route to be determined Subject to traffic survey outcome, funding & 

CEC Highways strategic priorities 

3 Consider partial closure of junction 18 if a new 

junction is created between 18 & 19 

 

Long term aim if a new junction is created on 

M6 (Roads for the North / A50 corridor 

study) 
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10. PEDESTRIANISATION OF A50 ï THE SQUARE / LONDON ROAD (WITH A RELIEF ROAD)  

The provision of a relief road would mean that most through-traffic would no longer need to pass through the village centre, and 

this would then enable some form of pedestrianisation to be considered. 

Two options for consideration: 

(a) A shared space scheme where the road space can be occupied by both pedestrians and vehicles. This has been 

implemented locally in Poynton and elsewhere in UK and Europe. 

(b) A full pedestrianisation of the area with only limited access to premises for residents and delivery vehicles 

There is a clear conflict between vehicles and pedestrians at this central location in the village. The road is very narrow as it 

passes St. Lukeôs Church and there is no pavement around the Church perimeter. The pavement at the opposite side of the road is 

also of restricted width, making this an extremely difficult point for drivers and pedestrians alike. 
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The case for a shared space scheme is doubtful due to both the volumes of traffic and the constricted space available 

around the Church which is likely to create unacceptable hazards for safe implementation. 

 

Conversely, there is a stronger case for considering full pedestrianisation of the area, which would run from the junction 

with the A535 / B5308 through the village centre to Parkway.  

 

The advantages for pedestrians are obvious and such a scheme would make for a far more pleasant environment for residents and 

visitor alike, who would enjoy a virtually traffic free area around the key shops and businesses in the village centre. 

 

There are however disadvantages for drivers, who would need to follow alternative routes via EITHER Macclesfield Road / 

Manor Lane / Station Road (and reverse order) OR Middlewich Road / Chester Road (and reverse order), in order to regain the 

A50, either north or southbound. 

Whilst this would add a little to journey times, the change could result in increased traffic flows on the above mentioned roads. 

 

The views of traders and businesses in the area must be considered and the issues of potential loss of passing trade taken account 

of, as well as access to premises for supply of goods and services. 

Similarly, local residentôs views will need to be considered in the context of premises access. 

 

The Working Group considers it is unrealistic for a pedestrianisation scheme to be implemented until after a relief road 

has been provided. 

 

Summary of Objectives for Pedestrianisation Issues 
 
 

LONG TERM OBJECTIVES ACTION / STATUS 

1 Consult with residents, businesses and Cheshire 
East Highways on options to create a 
pedestrianised area 

To obtain community views and assess 
practicalities of options 

2 Shared space scheme for A50 through village 
centre 

More research required before any 
proposal to CEC 

3 Close A50 in the village centre to through traffic Long term aim, once a by-pass scheme 
realised 
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11. LIST OF REFERENCES 
 

[1] Appendix 1 Traffic flow data 

DATA SOURCE LOCATION  DATA 

PERIOD 

Average daily 

flow 

COUNT 

POINT 

TRAFFIC 

VOLUME  

COUNT POINT 

REFERENCE 

DfT  A50 (A535 ï A54) 

London Rd HC ** 

2015 10331 7805 

 A50 (Knutsford 

boundary to A535 HC) 

2015 11616 81272 

 A54 (A50 HC to 

Congleton boundary) 

2015 6163 26559 

 A54 (M6 Jn18 to A50 

London Rd HC) 

2015 15484 46567 

 A535 (Jn A50 HC to 

Chelford) ** 

2015 8120 57286 

TOTAL FLOW    51714  

Source: http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=East+Cheshire#46567 

 

DATA SOURCE LOCATION  DATA 

PERIOD 

 

COUNT 

POINT 

TRAFFIC 

VOLUME  

COUNT POINT  

Cheshire East 

Highways 

A54 Middlewich Road 

eastbound 

March 2012 6488 Before Chester Road 

junction 

 A54 Middlewich Road 

westbound 

March 2012 6167 After Chester Road 

junction 

 A54 Marsh Lane 

eastbound 

March 2012 3879 After Manor Lane 

junction 

 A54 Marsh Lane 

westbound 

March 2012 3841 Before Manor Lane 

junction 

 A50 Knutsford Road 

northbound 

March 2012 5444 After A535 junction 

 A50 Knutsford Road 

southbound 

March 2012 5485 Before A535 junction 

 A50 London Road 

northbound 

March 2012 4488 Before A54 junction 

 A50 London Road 

southbound 

March 2012 4474 After A54 junction 

 A535 Macclesfield Road 

eastbound 

March 2012 4199 After manor Lane 

junction 

 A535 Macclesfield Road 

westbound 

March 2012 4175 Before Manor Lane 

junction 

TOTAL FLOW    48640 

 

 

Source: CEC Traffic rerouting Report May 2013 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6_yZJT7tZfNQTVGdFY2Tmgxb28  

 

[2] CEC HGV Re-routing options report May 2013 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6_yZJT7tZfNT3ZsUFJZSC0xd2M 

 

[3] Appendix 2 Proposed new pedestrian crossing locations: 

 

Middlewich Road near HC Primary School: (agreed; completion due Q1 2018) 

Existing Zebra crossing, The Square near the Precinct (proposed upgrade to light controlled crossing) 

Macclesfield Road near to Manor Lane (Developer funded as part of new housing development) 

Chester Road near The Drive (subject to pedestrian usage survey by CEC Highways) 

Knutsford Road adjacent to The Hawthornes (subject to pedestrian usage survey by CEC Highways) 

London Road near Iron Bridge (conditional on future development of ñFisonôs siteò) 

 

[4] TT14 Cycling Analysis for Holmes Chapel: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqVnMtYmNxa2NkbWM  

 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=East+Cheshire#46567
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6_yZJT7tZfNQTVGdFY2Tmgxb28
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6_yZJT7tZfNT3ZsUFJZSC0xd2M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqVnMtYmNxa2NkbWM
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[5] CEC Cycling Strategy: 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/pdf/highways/cycling/cheshire-east-council-cycling-strategy-march-2017.pdf  

 

[6] Map of proposed safe village cycling routes  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqZlhjYTFid0RyaUk 

  

[7] HCNP Car Parking Report 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqWmRrZVNYQzFvV28  

 

[8] CEC Local Transport Plan documents LTP3: 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/public_transport/local_transport_plan/local_transport_plan.aspx 

  

[9] CEC Air Quality Strategy:  

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/environmental_health/local_air_quality/air_quality_strategy.aspx  

 

[10] Highways England - Abnormal Loads Routes: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/360533/High_and_Heavy_Load_Grids_Map_for_

Abnormal_Loads.pdf 

 

 [11] Congleton relief road scheme 

http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/congleton_link_road/congleton_link_road.aspx  

 

[12] Middlewich eastern by-pass scheme 

12.1. http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich- transport-consultation/middlewich-

transport-consultation.aspx        

 

12.2http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/media_hub/media_releases/58m-middlewich-bypass-

plans-approved-by-government.aspx  

12.3. http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-transport-

consultation/middlewich-transport-consultation.aspx  

 

13. Transport for the North ï Strategic Transport Plan Draft - January 2018 

https://transportforthenorth.com/stp/ 

 

14. Cheshire & Warrington LEP Sub-Regional Transport Strategy Report 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wizlu6iGXh-iYXrIKfSr3yvkH8pPdLKy   

 

15.  85th Percentile speed 

This is not always the easiest concept to understand, but at a given location it is the speed that 85% of drivers do not exceed. 

Conversely of course, 15% of drivers do exceed this speed. 

Accident risk is considered a mix of speed and competence, with the risk increasing as speed rises or competence falls. Based on 

extensive research, the 85th percentile speed is considered the optimum speed value for any given location under normal 

conditions. 

If the results of observations indicate that the 85th percentile speed value is higher than the speed limit, then there is a case for 

action, such as greater enforcement, a speed camera or road engineering solutions. 

Note: the actionable speed limit is usually defined by the Police as: Speed Limit +10% +2mph (so in a 30mph zone, actionable 

speed is defined as 30 x 10% +2mph = 35mph). 

If the 85th percentile speed exceeds 36mph in this example, there is evidence for further action to be taken. 

For more information see: 

http://www.safespeed.org.uk/speedlimits.html  

http://www.lsp.org/pdf/troopc85thSpeed.pdf  

 

 

 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/pdf/highways/cycling/cheshire-east-council-cycling-strategy-march-2017.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqZlhjYTFid0RyaUk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-3cNGY--dDqWmRrZVNYQzFvV28
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/public_transport/local_transport_plan/local_transport_plan.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/environmental_health/local_air_quality/air_quality_strategy.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/360533/High_and_Heavy_Load_Grids_Map_for_Abnormal_Loads.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/360533/High_and_Heavy_Load_Grids_Map_for_Abnormal_Loads.pdf
http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/congleton_link_road/congleton_link_road.aspx
http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-%20transport-consultation/middlewich-transport-consultation.aspx
http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-%20transport-consultation/middlewich-transport-consultation.aspx
http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/media_hub/media_releases/58m-middlewich-bypass-plans-approved-by-government.aspx
http://cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/media_hub/media_releases/58m-middlewich-bypass-plans-approved-by-government.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-transport-consultation/middlewich-transport-consultation.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roadworks/major-projects/middlewich-transport-consultation/middlewich-transport-consultation.aspx
https://transportforthenorth.com/stp/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wizlu6iGXh-iYXrIKfSr3yvkH8pPdLKy
http://www.safespeed.org.uk/speedlimits.html
http://www.lsp.org/pdf/troopc85thSpeed.pdf
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Proposed Speed Limit change on the A50 
 

Summary 

Brereton & Holmes Chapel Parish Councils have jointly considered the existing speed limits on the A50, comprising Newcastle 

Road North, Dog Lane and London Road.  

The two Councils are of the view that there is a compelling case for speed limit changes to reflect both current and future traffic 

flows and pedestrian safety issues. 

This report makes recommendations to Cheshire East Council, as the Highways Authority, for these changes. 

Background 
Since the present speed limit configuration was set, changes have occurred with both increased traffic volumes and new 

residential developments. The latter will lead to additional pedestrian traffic, with residents walking to access facilities in Holmes 

Chapel, as well as more vehicle movements, turning onto and off the A50 to access the sites. 

  

There are also business premises situated on this road where a significant number of crossing traffic movements occur. Additional 

business premises are also planned to be located on this section of road as part of the Bloor development. There are no proposals 

within the recent planning consents for the new developments to address the highway speed issues. 

 

Brereton Parish Council considers that the road through Brereton Green suffers from excessive traffic speed. There are also a 

number of junctions on this section of road, generating significant turning movements. Given many similar roads have 50mph 

limits on them ï for example the A50 north of Holmes Chapel ï there is a good case for the same principle to apply. Brereton 

Parish Council is also aware of the campaign to apply a 50mph limit on the A50 through Smallwood for similar reasons. 

 

The justification for the 40mph limit extension south of Holmes Chapel is the current levels and future increased traffic, turning 

movements and pedestrian usage that will be generated by new development along what is at present a 60mph limit road. 

Similarly, the present 30mph limit approaching Holmes Chapel is located too close to the A54 junction and leaves a considerable 

length of urbanised road within the 40mph limit. 

Current speed limits are exceeded by many drivers, including many goods vehicles and greater enforcement is required. 

 

Cheshire East Councilôs Draft Speed Management Strategy ï September 2016 
The two Parish Councils have considered the issues and policy proposals in this document and believe the proposals below are 

broadly in keeping with them. The key issue for CEC Highways to take account of are the current volumes of traffic and speeds, 

together with the future impact of significant new development taking place along this road.  
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Recent Developments 
The earliest phase of recent housing is Alum Court, a development of 25 homes dating from the 1990s. 

Sanofi constructed a new manufacturing facility in 2004 with access from London Road. 

Field View Close is a development of 20 affordable / shared ownership homes accessed from London Road via Dunkirk Farm 

Lane. 

Dunkirk Paddock is an application for 10 detached homes to be accessed from London Road via Dunkirk Farm Lane. This 

application is currently subject to appeal. 

Bloor Homes will shortly commence construction of phase 1 of 190 homes on land to the south of Dunkirk Farm Lane. 

Bloor Homes will also construct commercial buildings adjacent to the above housing development. 

Existing Speed Limits from Brereton Green northbound 
Newcastle Road / Newcastle Road North / Dog Lane / London Road, to Holmes Chapel village boundary (River Croco):  National 

speed limit 60mph 

Holmes Chapel village boundary (River Croco) to adjacent 76 London Road: 40mph 

Adjacent 76 London Road: 30mph (approx. 100mt prior to junction with A54) 

These limits are replicated for southbound traffic in the reverse order. 

Existing proposals 
The planning permission for the former Fisonôs site redevelopment included proposals to extend the 30mph limit to the proposed 

supermarket entrance, in addition to other traffic management measures. As this development did not proceed to completion, the 

changes have not been made. 

The Parish Councilôs understand that a S106 agreement to fund this work, triggered by the commencement of development, could 

be activated to provide funding towards the proposals in this report.. 

Recommended Changes 
These recommendations have been approved by Holmes Chapel & Brereton Parish Councils. 

A50 Newcastle Road northbound at Brereton Green: 

  A 50mph limit commencing prior to the junction with the A5022 

A50 Dog Lane northbound, Brereton: 

  Option 1: A 40 mph limit commencing prior to the junction with Mill Lane 

 

  Option 2: A 40mph limit commencing prior to the bend adjacent to Alum Brook Farm. This bend 

  already has an advisory 40mph limit posted 

 

Whichever of these options is chosen, a 40mph limit will protect users from the current risk of 60mph traffic speeds, offering 

increased safety for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. 

A50 London Road northbound, Brereton: 

  A 30mph limit commencing prior to Dunkirk Farm Lane 

This would replace the existing 30mph limit adjacent to 76 London Road and provide a more appropriate speed limit for an 

increasingly urbanised length of road. 

It should also be remembered that at some point the former Fisonôs site will be redeveloped, adding to the usage along this section 

of road.   

The southbound direction would have signage in the reverse order. 

These speed limit changes alone cannot guarantee that traffic will adhere to the limits, given the nature of this road. It is further 

recommended that the limits should be accompanied by some road engineering to encourage compliance. There is a strong case 

for double solid line from Iron Bridge to the A54 junction in Holmes Chapel, to prevent inconsiderate and dangerous overtaking. 

Additionally hatched markings, rumble strips, dragonôs teeth etc., could be introduced to reinforce the limits. 

Additionally some regular enforcement action on speeding would be welcomed 

Photographs / Images on the following pages illustrate the current and proposed speed limit locations. 

Monitoring of existing traffic volumes and speed at various points along the A50 is strongly recommended now as this will 

provide the clear evidence to support these recommendations. 
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Existing speed limit locations ï northbound direction 
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Proposed speed limit locations northbound direction 
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Map of route 

 
 

Ends  
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The community resilience plan is a 40-page document. Copies are available in the Parish Council Office.  
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