MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 1 April 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Holmes Chapel Library
Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr AC Rickards (Chairman)

Mr K Brownlow

Mr JA Clowes

Mrs PA Cotton


	Mr L Gilbert

Mrs IM Mackenzie

Mr DE Savage



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (c10/11/01) to approve apologies from Mr WA Ashworth, Mr WN Guthrie, Mr A Pierce, Mr MJ Street and Mr RC Parry


	3. Declarations of Interest


	None

	4. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c10/11/02) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 February subject to amendment of item 8.2; and 18 March 2010 as true and accurate records and to be signed by the Chairman.



	5. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c10/11/03)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 25 February 2010 subject to referring item 9 back to the Strategy Committee.
2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 4 March 2010.

3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 18 March 2010.


	6. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported:

1. Parish Plan – Arrangements are being made for a meeting with the Implementation Group and SECE. 
2. Dane Valley / Cranage Playing Fields – Tim Allen of CEC wants to start by preparing a masterplan.  A meeting is being arranged to discuss this.
3. Public Conveniences – Meeting arranged with CEC for 8 April 2010.
4. Car Parking – Meeting with CEC held on 23 March 2010. A note has been circulated and the matter will be discussed at the next Technical Services Committee.
5. Internet Banking – Barclays have sent the first papers.
6. Holmes Chapel Today – Booking form received, completed and submitted.   The Task Group will meet again on 8 April 2010 and report back.   A rota will be arranged for 15 May 2010 by the Group.
7. Transfer of Services – This matter is being considered by the Strategy Committee.   It was discussed at the Town and Parish Council conference on 17 March 2010 and was discussed at the ChALC Macclesfield Area Meeting on 30 March 2010. A further report is to be circulated
8. Project Management – Enquiries have been made about training and this might be available from SLCC . The matter will be referred to the necessary committees for consideration and to appoint project leaders.
9. First Responders – They have replied with running costs of the car - £1800 p.a.  The Chairman is contacted them to discuss financial issues in more detail.
10. Traffic Task Group – A meeting is being arranged for later in April 2010.


	7. Accounts for Payment


	RESOLVED (c10/11/04) to approve the following accounts for payment.
Already paid

so
DR Cowgill

Salary – February 2010

533.69

so
NL Clarke

Salary – February 2010

324.37

so

RS Cussons

Office rent 

937.50

659

BT

Office – Telephone

75.74

660

BT

Office – Internet

112.77

661

BT

Clerk – Telephone

71.47

To be paid – 2009/10
673
DR Cowgill
· Salary to year end

· Gift for Chalky White, ChALC (Chairman’s Allowance)
526.45

21.99
663
NL Clarke
Salary to year end
784.57
663
NL Clarke
Stamps for office
7.20
664
HM Customs
Tax / NI to year end 2009 / 10
820.19
665
Friends of Victoria Club
Village Fair Brochure
25.00
672
DR Cowgill
· Cash for Parish Plan Steering Group
· Holmes Chapel Today 

· Expenses Oct 09-Mar10

· CilCA expenses
160.00
  10.00

70.00

10.43
667
United Utilities
Office – water Nov 09 – Mar 10
76.57
668
ChALC
Training
60.00
To be paid – 2010/11
669
CVS CE
Payroll 2010 – 11
72.00
670
CEC
Business Rates April – Sept 10
376.47
671
Cheshire Community Action
Subscription 2010 – 11
50.00


	8. Risk Assessment
	RESOLVED (c10/11/05) to approve the revised risk assessment to reflect the changes in circumstances.


	9. Assets Register
	RESOLVED (c10/11/06) to approve the revised assets register for 2010.


	10. E-mails
	Cllr. Savage has been in contact with the web provider regarding provision of e-mails for members.  There are still problems with one or two accounts; these are being addressed.


	11. PCSO Service Level Agreement
	1. The Clerk reminded the meeting that, although the PCSO renewal had been approved on the 18 February 2010 (c9/10/87), members were unhappy that outstanding questions have not been answered by the Police and / or CEC.
2. RESOLVED (c10/11/07):
· to revoke the resolution to sign the agreement as per Standing Order no. 36, more than 4 members of the Council having supported a special resolution to this effect 
· Cllr. Gilbert to contact the Portfolio Holder for CEC regarding CEC funding of PCSO’s and double taxation issues

· The Clerk to pursue issues with the Police regarding the use of the PCSO outside Holmes Chapel.


	12. Borough Council report
	· The Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders to receive a report from Cllr. Gilbert.
1.  He reported that he had had a meeting with the Leader of Cheshire East to discuss the capital budget and lack of spending in Holmes Chapel, particularly in relation to traffic management and parking in Holmes Chapel.

2. Covanta has appealed against the decision regarding the incinerator at Middlewich and has submitted further plans to Cheshire East due to be heard on 26 April 2010.

· The following questions were raised:
1. London Road Traffic Light junction – Condition of surface now very poor – Clerk to refer to CEC Highways

2. Hedges – Cutting has taken place on Chester Road and south side of Middlewich Road.  Action now required on north side of Middlewich Road. Clerk to refer to Cheshire Highways

	16. Outside Bodies
	The Council received the following reports:
1. Sandbach Almshouses Charity – Cllr Mackenzie reported that she attended a meeting on 17 March 2010.  A written copy will be circulated.
2. Community Rail Partnership – The Chairman reported on a meeting held recently.   The order has been placed for work to install the new information point and upgrade the existing one.  A ‘Friends of’ may be established to look after the appearance of Holmes Chapel station.   Comments were made by members on the poor state of the outside of the booking office.  The Chairman to report to Northern Rail.
3. Village Volunteers – Cllr Clowes reported on recent work in the village centre
4. Congleton LAP – Cllr Parry attended a meeting but no report received.   Cllr Gilbert had reported on HC Parish Plan

5. ChALC – Cllr Cotton reported on the last meeting.  No specific issues for Holmes Chapel.
6. Police – Nothing to report.


	17. Agendas
	1. The Clerk reported on items for future agendas and asked members to send any items to him.

2. The Clerk informed members that due to the dates for Audit there will be an additional Council meeting on 22 April 2010 to approve the 2009 / 10 year end accounts and complete the annual return.

3. The Clerk reminded members of the need to make nominations for the Annual Meeting to be held on 13 May 2010



	18. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	The Clerk reported on the following items:
1. Cllr. Rickards and the Clerk attended the Town and Parish Council Conference.  The main topics of debate were community strategy, transfer of services and planning / highway issues
2. Chalky White left ChALC employment during March.  The Chairman has bought a gift on behalf of the Council, purchased through the Chairman’s Allowance.

3. A message of condolence had been sent to Jackie Weaver of ChALC on the death of her father



	19. News Items
	The following items were suggested for inclusion on the web site:
· PCSO renewal issues
· Cheshire East Gritting policy (to be added in the Autumn)

· Village Centre – footpaths – further enquiries to be made before this is made a live issue


	Part II - Private and Confidential Business – None



	The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.



	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 13 May 2010.  Until then they are draft minutes.




Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………
Signature…………………………………………………………………………………..

