MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 5 August 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at Holmes Chapel Library
Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr A Pierce (Chairman)
Mr WA Ashworth
Mr JA Clowes

Mrs PA Cotton

Mr L Gilbert


	Mrs IM Mackenzie

Mr RC Parry

Mr AC Rickards

Mr DE Savage

Mr MJ Street



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (c10/11/27) to approve apologies from Cllrs. Brownlow and Guthrie 


	3. Declarations of Interest


	Cllrs. Mackenzie and Parry declared a non-financial interest in item 18.2 (Good  Companions Bowling Club) and Cllr. Savage in 18.3 (New wall Jodrell Close / Bramhall Drive).

	4. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c10/11/28) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 24 June 2010 as a true and accurate record and to be signed by the Chairman.



	5. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c10/11/29)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 1 July 2010.
2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 8 July 2010.

3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Finance Committee held on 15 July 2010 except in relation to the Partnership issue – see item 10 of these minutes
4. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 22 July 2010 subject to an amendment that Councillors other than those on the Technical Services Committee attended the meeting during the Fine Décor item.


	6. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported:

1. Dane Valley – A meeting took place on 12 July and will be reported in more detail to the next Amenities Committee.
2. Playing Field Meeting – A meeting took place on 5 July 2010 and a note prepared by Cllr Guthrie has been circulated.  It was noted that the group wish to consider all play areas but the Council wish to prioritise the Middlewich Road playing field
3. Newsletter – Comments received on the newsletter were
 generally favourable and complimentary but did include the following – use of abbreviations, the need for some articles to be more relevant to Holmes Chapel.
4. Civic Service – There is a need to review the guest list for future years and it is proposed to circulate this to all members for comment.
5. U3A – a public meeting is to be held at the Leisure Centre on 31 August 2010 from 3.00 – 5.00 p.m.
6. Budget – Following discussion at the Finance Committee, adjustments are being made to the budget. A revised copy of the budget will be circulated and presented for approval at the next Finance Committee.
7. Web site – The position on the training allowance has been raised with CBJ; their response is awaited.
8. Bank mandates – The bank have confirmed current signatures but not specifically confirmed the removal of old signatures.
9. Internet Banking – The bank are supposed to be sending forms for completion.
10. Traffic Task Group – There has been a further meeting and there will be a report to the next TS Committee
11. Highway schemes – members asked to be kept up to date on local schemes


	7. Sandbach Almshouses’ Charity
	RESOLVED (c10/11/30) to re-appoint Cllr. Mackenzie as a trustee for the period of 2010 – 2014.


	8. Committees
	RESOLVED (c10/11/31) that Cllr. Mackenzie be co-opted onto the Finance Committee until elections in May 2011.


	9. PCSO
	Following a lengthy debate regarding various meetings with the Police and Portfolio Holder for CEC about the content of the Service Level Agreement to renew the PCSO contract it was:

1. RESOLVED (c10/11/32) that the Council agree to sign the SLA notwithstanding the double taxation issues have not been resolved by CEC, but subject to:

· Inclusion of the following statements in the monthly written reports from the PCSO:

1. Hours worked by the PCSO in each month.

2. Hours worked by the PCSO in Holmes Chapel.

3. Hours worked by additional PCSO cover in Holmes Chapel.
· changing the period of notice to cancel the contract from 12 months to 6 months.

· Inclusion of provisions for early termination if either party is in breach of the terms of the agreement

The Council asked for the voting to be recorded in the minutes as follows:

6 for the motion, 3 against the motion and 1 abstention.   Cllr. Gilbert requested that it be recorded that he voted against the motion.

2. RESOLVED (c10/11/33) that the Chairman and one other member of the Council be authorised to sign the SLA providing the Police agree to the items above.


	10. Partnership
	The Council considered the recommendations of the Finance Committee to create a Holmes Chapel Partnership based on other Partnerships in the locality in order to secure funding and undertake large projects in the village.  
RESOLVED (c10/11/34) that:
1. the Council support the formation of a Partnership including the PPIG.

2. to provide financial support for a Project Officer from September 2010 to the end of the current financial year and then review the situation.


	12. Finance

	RESOLVED (c10/11/35) to approve the following accounts for payment.
Already Paid
702
Victoria Club
Room hire for annual meeting
30.00
703
Bomfords
Stationery
131.91
704
Audit Commission
External Audit Fee
470.00
705
DR Cowgill
Refreshments for civic service – Chairman’s Allowance
79.42
706
BT
Re-issue of cheque no 697
65.17
SO
DR Cowgill
Salary – June 2010
533.92
SO
NL Clarke
Salary – June 2010
324.37
To be paid
707
HC Scout Group
Delivery of newsletter
90.00
708
Impressions
Printing of newsletter
154.00
709
Scottish Power
Church Floodlights April – July 10
76.55
710
Scottish Power

Office April – July 10

62.85
s.137 payments recommended by the Finance Committee
711
St. Luke’s PCC

Churchyards

1000.00
712
HC First Responders

s.137 donation

100.00

713
Royal British Legion

s.137 donation for band and wreath

120.00



	12. Borough Council reports

	RESOLVED (c10/11/36) to suspend standing orders and receive a report from Cllr. Gilbert.   Cllr. Gilbert reported:

1. The Highway Services procurement process is under way to start in October 2011.  CEC is aiming for a 5 year Managing Agent Contract to secure the best value for the Borough.
2. CEC is opposing the results of the boundary review but the final decision rests with the Boundary Commission



	13. Benchmarking
	The Council considered a report from Cllr Clowes

RESOLVED (c10/11/37) to set up a task group to carry out the survey work in conjunction with the Clerk and Assistant and that the details are agreed at the next Strategy Committee meeting, with authority for the Committee to progress the arrangements.  


	14. Street Lighting
	This item will be referred back to Technical Services Committee.


	15. Outside Bodies
	The Council received the following reports:
1. Sandbach Almshouses’ Charity –  none
2. Community Rail Partnership –. none
3. Village Volunteers – 
· Cllr. Clowes reported that the group have purchased railway sleepers to use as planters at the entrances to the village.
· A planter with memorial plaque to be placed outside Barclays has been identified at a cost of £2700 with a contribution being made by CEC, and money raised following the death of some young people in a road accident.  Work would be carried out by CEC and planting by the Volunteers

            RESOLVED (c10/11/38) that the Council approve the project.
4. Congleton LAP – none
5. ChALC – none
6. Police – none


	13. Agendas
	The Clerk reported on items for future agendas as follows:

· Strategy – Devolved services
· Amenities –  Dane Valley and Cranage Playing Fields
· Technical Services – London Road speed limit, Chester Road / Middlewich Road junction, Victoria Avenue parking, Traffic Task Group and Street Lighting
· Finance – Revised budget


	18. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	The Clerk reported on the following items:

1. Capping of precepts - Possible capping of precepts by the Government.  The Clerk to lobby Fiona Bruce MP.
2. Good Companions Bowling Club -   The club has requested funding from the Council.  Although the Club is in Cranage the majority of membership comes from Holmes Chapel.  The Clerk is to ask for further information.
3. New wall - There have been complaints about a wall built around a property in Jodrell Close / Bramhall Drive.  The Clerk to contact CEC Enforcement Officer.
4. Speeding - CEC has been in contact regarding positioning of a SID.  They require specific location requests which will be agreed on prior to training.  Agreed the Chairman to provide the information.

The Chairman formally invited David Cowgill and his wife to a dinner at the George and Dragon on 16 September 2010 to celebrate forty years’ service as Clerk to the Council.    It was emphasised that the cost of the meal and refreshments will be borne personally by the members.


	19. News items
	The Clerk will produce a press release regarding the police SLA.

	
	

	Part II - Private and Confidential Business – None



	The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.



	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 23 September 2010.  Until then they are draft minutes.




Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

Signature………………………………………………………Date…………………..
