MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 17 December 2009 at 7.30 p.m. at Holmes Chapel Library
Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr AC Rickards (Chairman)

Mr WA Ashworth

Mr K Brownlow

Mr JA Clowes

Mrs PA Cotton


	Mr L Gilbert

Mr A Pierce
Mrs IM Mackenzie

Mr RC Parry

Mr MJ Street



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (c09/10/67) to approve apologies from Mr WN Guthrie and Mr DE Savage.



	3. Declarations of Interest


	1. Cllr Gilbert declared an interest as a Cheshire East Councillor in all planning applications, He indicated that if he made any comment he was expressing an initial view on any applications discussed, and would consider the matter further at Borough level, taking into account all of the relevant information and representations available at Borough level that are not available at this meeting.

2. Cllr Gilbert declared a non-prejudicial interest in the Parish Plan report as a member of the Steering Group.

3. Cllr Brownlow declared a non-prejudicial interest in Cheshire Police issues


	4. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c09/10/68) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 5 November 2009 as a true and accurate record and to be signed by the Chairman.



	5. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c09/10/69)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 12 November 2009.

2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 19 November 2009.

3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Finance Committee held on 26 November 2009.

4. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 3 December 2009.



	6. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported:

1. Cranage Playing Field / Dane Valley project – The joint meeting took place on 4 December 2009.   An action plan is being agreed and a detailed report will go to the next Amenities Committee.
2. Highway Survey - This has now been submitted and the Clerk, Assistant and Cllr Gilbert will meeting with Wayne Ashdown, Area Maintenance Engineer, on 8 January 2010 to discuss progress of the work.
3. Payroll – CDVA has been instructed to undertake the payroll and the first lot of paperwork has now been received.
4. Web site – Training has been given to the Assistant who is currently reviewing and updating the new site.  It is anticipated that the site will go live in early January 2010.
5. Boundary Review – This will be considered at the next meeting. Current feedback suggests that members feel that they should accept the recommendations of the Boundary Committee
6. Budget Meeting (Shaping Services) – Cllr Mackenzie attended a CEC meeting at Congleton.  There will be a follow up meeting on 18 January 2010.
7. Sustainable Towns Workshop – Cllr Clowes and Savage attended this meeting; a report to be discussed at the next Strategy Committee.


	7. Finance / Accounts for payment
	1. Accounts for payment
RESOLVED (c09/10/70) to approve payments set out in the schedule below:

Already Paid

625
BT
Phone – Clerk
100.54
626
BT
Phone – Office
30.02
To be paid

627
United Utilities
Water bill
30.57
628
DR Cowgill
Refreshments for CE mtg
21.75
629
ChALC
Training
30.00
630
NL Clarke
Phone for office & Stamps
40.29
631
Impressions
Printing of Winter N/letter
154.00
632
HC Scout Group
Delivery of Winter Newsletter
90.00
633
BT
Internet for office
110.36
634
Greenwood Lighting
Bulbs for Christmas lights 
155.25
635

CDVA
Payroll services Dec – Mar 
48.00
636

CBJ Digital
Web site set up costs
2001.00
Standing Orders

DR Cowgill

Salary November 2009

533-69

NL Clarke

Salary November 2009

324-37

2. Budget overview – The Clerk reported that a substantial amount of work had been done on the budget to ensure it will be as realistic as possible.   In the light of recommendations by NALC a revenue reserve account should be created. This will be included in the proposals to be discussed at the next Council meeting on 7 January 2010. This meeting to make final decisions on the budget and precept requirement.


	8. Congleton LAP
	RESOLVED (c09/10/71) to approve the appointment of Cllrs Brownlow and Cotton as the reserve representatives for Holmes Chapel in the event of Cllrs Mackenzie and Parry being unable to attend any meetings.


	9. Circulation of 

e-mails
	Following a discussion on circulation of e-mails from the Clerk to members the Council 
RESOLVED (c09/10/72) that the Clerk should

1. continue to use his discretion as to how information is circulated but where necessary should extract or draw attention to relevant issues.   
2. circulate a resume of the responses received when he seeks the views of members and the circulation of responses is restricted.


	10.  Car parking
	The Council considered the level of local opposition to the proposed car parking charges in Cheshire East.  
RESOLVED (c09/10/73) 

1. That the matter be put on the agenda for the next Technical Services Committee to review the position. In the meantime the Council should continue its current attitude and the intention to review the outcome after 4, 8 and 12 months of pay parking being implemented.   
2. The Clerk to contact all car park owners in Holmes Chapel to seek their views on how the pay parking will affect them and for the owners to report back to the Council.



	11. Parish Plan

	· The Chairman reported on the public launch of the Parish Plan on 2 December 2009.    The Parish Plan Steering Group is looking to start work on various projects early in 2010 but has shown willingness and interest in joining with the Council on some of the projects.   
· Stuart Gammon, the Group Secretary, will attend the Traffic Task Group meeting to be held on 4 January 2010.
· The Clerk indicated that an electronic copy of the Plan was available for circulation; some members asked for hard copies



	12. Borough Council reports

	RESOLVED (c09/10 74) to suspend Standing Orders to receive a report from Cllr Gilbert:
· CEC is likely to discuss a band of tariffs for car parking charges across the Borough.   It looks likely that Holmes Chapel car parks will remain at 10p for 2 hours maximum stay.

· There is an attempt to revive the Joint Highways Committees but it looks unlikely to succeed, the responsibility being placed on local members to raise issues arising in their wards.



	13. Outside Bodies 
	The Council received the following reports:
1. Sandbach Almshouses Charity – Cllr Mackenzie reported that the Warden’s job will be advertised in January 2010.
2. Community Rail Partnership – Cllr Rickards attended a meeting recently where the positioning of the enquiry points was discussed.  As both Holmes Chapel and Chelford Parish Councils contributed financially, these areas will be given priority.   The Community Rail Partnership will be taking a stand at the Holmes Chapel Today event and the Victoria Club summer party in order to publicise their work. 
3. Village Volunteers – Cllr Clowes reported that the Christmas lights were now operating. Following a letter sent to all traders, some contributions had been received in order to support continued provision of lights in future years.   The shrubs have been removed at Sutton Oaks and the ground dug over by CEC.   The Volunteers collected plants and 4 oak barrels donated by Cheshire East and have planted areas at Sutton Oaks and the entrance to the Precinct.    They also plan to have a stand at the next Holmes Chapel Today event to recruit new members and make people aware of the work they carry out.   A Christmas lunch was enjoyed by all at the Red Lion.
4. Congleton LAP – Cllr Mackenzie reported that the next meeting will be held on 13 January 2010.   She asked that if members had issues they wished to be raised to go through the Clerk also an item to go on each committee agenda in the next cycle of meetings
5. ChALC – Cllr Street reported on a meeting he had attended.  The main issues from the parishes were that planning applications were slow at coming through and that all parishes were objecting to car parking charges in Cheshire East.
6. Police – Cllr Ashworth has spoken to the Police about the PCSO renewal.  The Chief Inspector is keen to meet the Parish Council to discuss the Service Level Agreement.   Cllr Ashworth urged as many members as possible to attend the meeting due in January.


	18. Agendas
	The Clerk reported on items for future agendas and asked members to send any additional items to him.



	19. Planning Applications
	The Council considered the following application:

RESOLVED (c09/10/75) Council  comment as follows:

09/3903C
82 London Road, CW4 7BD

Single-storey side extension.
No objection provided there is proper regard for the preservation of the tree adjacent to the boundary.


	19. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	1. Christmas - The Chairman wished the Council a happy Christmas and thanked members for their work over the past year.
2. Internal Audit Training - The Clerk reported that he and the Assistant attended a training session on Internal  Audit. This raised several issues which will be reported to the next Finance Committee.
3. Training courses - There are two training sessions available for members.   Cllrs Brownlow and Pierce indicated that they would attend the Code of Conduct Training.   Cllrs Savage, and Pierce will attend the Well Being Training.
4. Police Forum “Have your say” - The dates for the next Police Forums will be circulated.

5. Shaping Services - There is a budget meeting with CEC  on 18 January 2010 at Congleton Town Hall. This follows a meeting recently attended by Cllr Mackenzie
6. Holmes Chapel Today - It had been suggested  the Parish Council consider taking a stand at the event on 15 May 2010. Agreed that the clerk should arrangements and arrange for the matter to be discussed at the next Strategy Committee.

7. Cllr John Halstead – Cranage PC - The Clerk reported that the son of the Chairman of Cranage PC had been killed in a tragic drowning accident.   Agreed that a letter of condolence be sent from the Council to Cllr Halstead.



	21. News items
	1. News items – The Clerk asked members to put forward any items they wished to see included on the web site or in press reports
2. Newsletter - The newsletter has been delivered and it was pleasing to note that some members had received favourable comments


	Part II - Private and Confidential Business – None



	The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.



	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 7 January 2010.  Until then they are draft minutes.




Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………….
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