MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 5 November 2009 at 7.30 p.m. at Holmes Chapel Library
Part I – Public and Press present

	2. Apologies
	Mr AC Rickards (Chairman)

Mr WA Ashworth

Mr K Brownlow

Mr JA Clowes

Mrs PA Cotton


	Mr L Gilbert

Mr WN Guthrie

Mrs IM Mackenzie

Mr RC Parry

Mr MJ Street



	3. Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Gilbert declared an interest in the Parish Plan Steering Group report as he is a member.


	4. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c09/10/58) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 24 September 2009 as a true and accurate record and to be signed by the Chairman.



	5. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c09/10/59)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 1 October 2009.

2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 8 October 2009.

3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Finance Committee held on 15 October 2009.

4. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 22 October 2009.



	6. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported:

1. Local Area Partnerships – Cllrs Mackenzie and Parry have been accepted as local representatives.  However, both have sent apologies for the first meeting on 9 November due to prior commitments.  Cllr Mackenzie asked if substitutes could be sent if members were unable to attend.
2. Garden Competition – presentations took place on 3 October 2009.
3. Weekend parking on private car park on Parkway – no response received yet from Mr S. Docker.
4. Consultancy for Village Centre – Clerk is continuing to make enquiries about possible consultants.
5. Dane Valley / Cranage Playing Field Project and projects generally – the attendance of Clerks at all outside meetings to progress projects will be referred to Strategy Committee for discussion.
6. Payroll – Clerk met with CDVA on 2 November to discuss how the payroll would be managed.   
RESOLVED (c09/10/60) to appoint CDVA to manage the staff payroll with effect from 1 October 2009.
7. Highway Survey – Clerk reminded members that there were still outstanding reports. There is some urgency because of external pressures including budgets.
8. Pavement outside NatWest Bank – Cllr Ashworth confirmed that CEC have told Scottish Power to reinstate the pavement and will be collecting spare paving slabs shortly. Technical Services Committee to consider the purchase of spare materials
9. Middlewich Road playing fields improvements – Agreed that the involvement of the HC Primary School would be a useful initiative


	7. Cranage Playing Fields / Dane Valley
	Following circulation of a progress report and a letter written to Cranage PC, the Clerk confirmed that Cllr Knowles has now asked for a meeting with Holmes Chapel Parish Council to look at the plans for the Dane Valley project.  The Clerk will also contact Cranage Parish Council to update them and to arrange a joint meeting.



	8. Training Statement
	RESOLVED (c09/10/61) to approve the Training Statement as recommended by the Strategy Committee, a copy of which was duly signed by the Chairman.



	9. Governance Document
	RESOLVED (c09/10/62) to approve the Governance Document as recommended by the Strategy Committee.   



	10.  Police and PCSO agreement
	The Council considered a report of the last meeting between representatives of the Parish Council and the Police and the September duty rota for the PCSO. 

Concern was expressed about the amount of PCSO time spent in Middlewich and the need to check whether there is reciprocation.

RESOLVED (c09/10/62)

1. To continue to support the continuation of the “Streets Ahead” events, provided that the Police take care to publicise the event properly.

2. That the Council note that no further action was possible on 13 October to control the volume of traffic in the village when the M6 was closed.

3. To renew the PCSO agreement for a further period of 3 years at a cost of £11,800 p.a. from 1 April 2010.

4. The Clerk to discuss improved terms for the service level agreement relating to the PCSO and to report back to the Council with recommendations before 1 April 2010.


	11. Web Site


	The Council considered a report regarding the future of the Council’s web site.  

RESOLVED (c09/10/63) that the Council, having considered proposals from 5 different companies and from Chalc, appoint CBJ to manage its web site in order to maintain the existing quality of its web site, but to allow more work to be undertaken by the Council’s officers - subject to a final decision being made about the financial implications / method of payment and subject to conclusion of a satisfactory service level agreement



	12. Annual Remembrance Service


	1. The Clerk confirmed the arrangements for the parade and Church service on Sunday 8 November 2009.  

2. RESOLVED (c09/10/64) to approve a donation of £100 to the Royal British Legion towards the cost of the band for the parade.



	13. Finance / Accounts for payment


	RESOLVED (c09/10/65) to approve payments set out in the schedule below:

Already Paid

568

Cheshire Police

PCSO provision April – Sept 2009

5500-00

578

Bomfords

Stationery

10-29

602

North Staffs Fire Extinguishers

Annual service of equipment

28-07

To be paid

615

DR Cowgill

Travel expenses to end of 2nd quarter 2009

Donation for Poppy Wreath

49-60

20-00

616

NL Clarke

Travel expenses to end of 2nd quarter 2009

9-60

617

Scottish Power

Street lighting – year to 1 October 2009

291-64

618

Scottish Power

Church Floodlights

106-64

619

Scottish Power

Office

73-74

620

AC Rickards

Chairman’s Allowance expenses at Parish Plan dinner

54-50

621

Kerry Maddrell Design Services Ltd

Printing of Parish Plan

599-15

622

Royal British Legion

s.137 donation towards cost of band at parade

100-00

Standing Orders

RS Cussons

Office rent

937-50

DR Cowgill

Salary October 2009

533-69

NL Clarke

Salary October 2009

324-37



	14. Borough Council reports
	1. The Clerk reported that Cllr John Wray was now at home recovering from his accident.   The Council to write a letter  wishing him a speedy recovery.

2. The Clerk and Chairman reported on the Town & Parish Councils conference held on 13 October.   It was noted that the LAP will be used to cascade information down from Cheshire East to local councils and that there will also be funding opportunities for devolution of services.

3.  RESOLVED (c09/10/56) to suspend Standing Orders to receive a report from CEC L Gilbert:

a) Cllr Gilbert reported that there is a possibility that Leisure Centres will be moved from Cheshire East Council responsibility to separate trusts.  The Clerk to write to Cllr. Knowles to ask for further information regarding Holmes Chapel Leisure Centre.

b) Car parking charges will be discussed at CEC Cabinet on 10 November 2009.   The proposal is that the 10p charge for a maximum of 2 hours parking at Holmes Chapel car parks be accepted.   This will be enforced by Cheshire East officers.

c) The Council is looking at residents only parking schemes across Cheshire East but these are not likely to apply to the situation in Holmes Chapel where housing has been built to the centre with off street parking.

  

	15. Outside Bodies 
	The Council received the following reports:
Sandbach Almshouses Charity – Cllr Mackenzie attended a recent meeting.   She reported that the Warden is unwell at the moment.  The Christmas lunch arrangements for the residents are underway 

Community Rail Partnership – Cllr Rickards is attending a meeting w/c 9 November 2009 and will report at the next Council meeting.

Village Volunteers – Cllr Clowes reported that he has had meetings with Cheshire East who are providing preparation work, bulbs and, hopefully, bedding plants for the Village Volunteers.  Work is due to commence on areas by the Health Centre, Library Car park entrance and Sutton Oaks. 

ChALC – Cllr Street reported on he AGM held on 22 October 2009.



	18. Agendas
	The Clerk reported on items for future agendas and asked members to send any items for agendas to him.



	19. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	1. The Chairman reported that he had attended a Parish Plan dinner at the Old Vicarage and had thanked the Steering Group for their efforts in producing the Plan. A formal presentation to the village will take place on Wednesday 2 December 2009

2. The Clerk reported that he has received notification that Barclays Bank, HC branch, will close on Wednesdays from 2010. 
3. The Clerk reminded members that the budget preparation is currently taking place and that any items must be sent to the Clerk as soon as possible.



	21. News items
	1. Items were noted for inclusion in the press report
2. Cllr Guthrie reminded the Council that production of the Winter newsletter is underway and asked for articles to be submitted to him.



	Part II - Private and Confidential Business – None



	The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.



	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 17 December 2009.  Until then they are draft minutes.




Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………….
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