MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday 24 September 2009 at 7.30 p.m. at Holmes Chapel Library
Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr A Pierce (Vice Chairman – in the Chair)
Mr WA Ashworth
Mr L Gilbert
Mrs IM Mackenzie
Mr MJ Street

Mr WN Guthrie

Also in attendance Mr K Brownlow

	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (c09/10/44) to approve apologies from 
Mrs PA Cotton 
Mr RC Parry

Mr JA Clowes

Mr AC Rickards and 
Mr DE Savage


	3. Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Gilbert declared an interest as a Cheshire East Councillor in all planning applications, He indicated that if he made any comment he was expressing an initial view on any applications discussed, and would consider the matter further at Borough level, taking into account all of the relevant information and representations available at Borough level that are not available at this meeting.

Cllr Gilbert also declared an interest in the Parish Plan Steering Group report as he is a member.


	4. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c09/10/45) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 6 August 2009 as a true and accurate record and to be signed by the Chairman.


	5. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c09/10/46)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 13 August 2009.

2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 20 August 2009.
3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 3 September 2009.



	6. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported by the Clerk:
1. Cranage & Dane Valley – Arrangements are being made for a meeting with the Portfolio Holder and a CEC Officer.  It was RESOLVED (c09/10/47) that a Clerk should be present at all joint meetings relating to the project.
2. Key Service Centres – The Clerk confirmed that Holmes Chapel has been dropped from the scheme.   However, there is a small amount of money available from the Town Centre Recession Task Group for minor works, e.g. new planters at the Precinct, removal of graffiti and repair of the bollard outside Barclays.
3. Speeding – This will be discussed at Technical Services Committee.
4. Car Parking – CEC have decided to implement (reduced) car parking charges for Holmes Chapel from January 2010. A meeting has been arranged with the Portfolio Holder at on 1 October.  Cllrs Pierce, Gilbert and the Clerk to attend.
5. Congleton Local Area Partnership – Nominations for Cllrs. Mackenzie and Parry have been submitted. No response yet.


	7. Co-option
	1. RESOLVED (c09/10/48) to suspend Standing Orders whilst the Council spoke to the applicant for co-option to the Council.
2. The meeting resumed and it was RESOLVED (c09/10/49) to co-opt Mr Kevin Brownlow to the Council; Cllr Brownlow to sit on Technical Services Committee until May 2010.

3. The Chairman welcomed him.

4. Cllr Brownlow had completed a declaration of interests form.  He completed a declaration of acceptance of office to enable him to take part in the remainder of the meeting.


	8. PCSO
	1. The Clerk and Cllr Ashworth reported on a ChALC meeting held at Cheshire Police HQ on 7 September 2009.   It was generally felt that there is still no consistency regarding management and communication with the PCSO’s within Cheshire despite a meeting last year to address these issues. 
RESOLVED (c09/10/50) 
1. to defer the renewal of the PCSO contract pending further information.  
2. The Clerk to contact the Comprehensive School again regarding possible assistance with funding the PCSO.
3. To support any measures to improve the service.



	9. Webmaster
	Following the resignation of Jim Pulling as Webmaster, the Council considered a report prepared by Cllr Rickards on prospective website companies.   It was suggested that the Council could upload more information themselves in order to keep the website up to date.   RESOLVED (c09/10/51) 
 1. To arrange a meeting with CBJ with Cllr Mackenzie, the Clerk and Assistant to discuss options;
 2. The Clerk to make enquiries of ChALC.

 3. The Clerk to discuss the financial implications with Cllr. Clowes.



	10. Planning application for affordable housing off London Road, Brereton
	The Council considered the application, which although in Brereton Parish, borders the Holmes Chapel boundary.  RESOLVED (c09/10/52)
1. To agree the principle of building affordable housing in the area.

2. To object to development as it is immediately outside the settlement zone line of Holmes Chapel and there are already brownfield sites in the village available for development.



	11. Finance / Accounts for Payment

	RESOLVED (c09/10/53) 

1. To note the acknowledgements received regarding donations given by the Council.
2. To approve payments set out in the schedule below:
Already Paid

597

Victoria Club

Parish Plan Steering Group

Cancelled 

150-00

599

BT

Clerk – telephone

108-64

601

Cheshire East Council

Hire of room at Library

76-50

To be paid

603

Cheshire Police

PCSO – Half Payment

5500-00

604

DR Cowgill

Salary August / September

1067-38

605

NL Clarke

Salary August / September

Stamps

Engraving of Trophies

648-74

14-40

75-00

738-14

606

British Telecom

Internet Services – Office

110-36
607

United Utilities

Water – office

61-96
608

Impressions

Printing of newsletter

154-00

609

Holmes Chapel Scout Group

Delivery of newsletter

90-00

610

HM Revenue & Customs

NI & Tax July – September

1066-92

611

Victoria Club

Replacement cheque 597 for Parish Plan Steering Group room hire

150-00



	12. Parish Plan

	Following circulation of the draft Parish Plan a discussion was held regarding the content. RESOLVED (c09/10/54)

1. To thank the Parish Plan for the considerable amount of work undertaken by the Group in producing the Plan.
2. To endorse the body and conclusions of the Plan but suggest that some aspects of the Action Plans could have time scales and priorities, and / or involve the Parish Council e.g. Highway survey.


	13. Opening of Office
	It was RESOLVED (c09/10/55) to continue the current arrangements and to conduct a review once the office has been open to the public for a year.


	14. Garden Competition
	The winners have been notified of the presentation taking place at the Library on 3 October 2009 at 11.30 a.m.   The Council thanked the judges for their work.


	15. Borough Council reports
	1. Cllr Mackenzie reported on a visit by the Leader of Cheshire East Council, Wesley Fitzgerald on 9 September.
2. RESOLVED (c09/10/56) to suspend Standing Orders to receive a report from CEC L Gilbert.  
3. Cllr Gilbert reported that the offices at Emperor Court and Delamere House in Crewe are in the final phase of completion. CE staff are due to move to the site in October.
   

	16. Car Parking
	This item was deferred until the meeting with the Portfolio Holder has taken place.


	17. Outside Bodies 
	The Council received the following reports:
Sandbach Almshouses Charity – nothing to report
Community Rail Partnership – nothing to report

Village Volunteers – nothing to report

Twinning Association – The Clerk reported that following a committee meeting, the Committee has resolved to dissolve the association but not the links with Bessancourt.  The Parish Council has been asked to store a box of papers at the office.   There is £600 left in the account which (in line with the constitution) will be donated to charity.  The two Cheshire Hospices will receive approximately £300 each.

ChALC – Cllr Street is to attend the AGM on 22 October 2009.
Police – Sgt. Jones had reported a burglary at Cheshire Building Society on 18 September 2009 at approximately 2.20 a.m.



	18. Agendas
	The Clerk reported on items for future agendas and asked members to send any items for agendas to him.


	19. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	1. The Chairman reported that he had attended the ‘Have Your Say’ recently but it was poorly attended by the public.

2. The Clerk reported on the following matters:

· Holmes Chapel Today AGM to be held on 26 October 2009.

· Clerk still experiencing some problems with his computer.

· Parish Plan Treasurer had outlined financial requirements which the Clerk will discuss with Cllr Clowes.

· Invitation received from CEC to attend the Annual Conference for Town and Parish Councils.  Clerk to arrange attendance.



	20. Autumn Newsletter


	This has been distributed by the Scouts.  

	21. News items
	The Clerk will inform the relevant bodies of the co-option of Cllr Brownlow


	Part II

Private and Confidential Business


	None

	
	The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.


	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 5 November 2009.  Until then they are draft minutes.



Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………….
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