MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday 18 February 2010 at 7.30 p.m. at 1 Church Walk

Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr AC Rickards (Chairman)

Mr WA Ashworth

Mr K Brownlow

Mr JA Clowes

Mrs PA Cotton


	Mrs IM Mackenzie

Mr RC Parry

Mr A Pierce

Mr DE Savage

Mr MJ Street



	2. Public Forum
	Before the formal opening of the meeting, PCSO J Cornish reported on the following items:

· Two burglaries had taken place on the evening of 17 February 2010 in Holmes Chapel and were currently being investigated.

· The police, in conjunction with Connexions, are looking at the lack of youth facilities in the village, and following consultation with youths in the area, have agreed that a skate park is the item most requested. Members agreed in principle but asked that thought is given to the location, lighting, etc. in residential areas and the need for consultation. PCSO Cornish will speak with Cllr Gilbert to discuss the matter further.



	3. Apologies
	RESOLVED (c09/10/81) to approve apologies from Mr L Gilbert and Mr WN Guthrie 



	4. Declarations of Interest


	None

	5. Council Minutes
	RESOLVED (c09/10/82) to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 7 January 2010 as a true and accurate record and to be signed by the Chairman.



	6. Committee Actions and Recommendations
	RESOLVED (c09/10/83)  

1. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Strategy Committee held on 14 January 2010 subject to item 13 (Projects) being referred back to the Committee for further consideration

2. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Amenities Committee held on 21 January 2010.

3. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Finance Committee held on 28 January 2010.

4. To approve the actions and recommendations of the Technical Services Committee held on 4 February 2010.



	7. Matters Arising
	The following items were reported:

· Web site - Work is ongoing.  Members are asked to pass any comments to the Clerk and Assistant
· Sustainable Town Workshop – Arrangements are under way to arrange meeting with SECE. The Clerk was asked to include the parish plan Steering Group in any meeting.

· Dane Valley / Cranage Playing Fields – Meetings being held with CEC.  Reports will be circulated and referred to the Amenities Committee 
· Leisure Centre – Further comments awaited from CEC
· Public conveniences – Meeting being arranged with Head of Environmental Services
· Library – Changes linked with Information Points have been announced. Representatives have attended a meeting and a report circulated.  This will be referred to the Amenities Committee for further consideration
· Internal audit / additional monitoring by members – Attention was drawn to this item and to the note circulated by the Clerk       
· Car parking - Signs have been erected in the Precinct car park allowing three hours free parking, and CEC restrictions are now in place on Parkway and behind the library for two hours maximum stay free parking. The position regarding enforcement is not clear. This matter will be discussed further at Technical Services Committee.
· Hedges on Chester Road - Hedge cutting is underway but will be monitored by members and comments made to Highways.


	8. Finance
	1. Internet Banking - Following the recommendation of the Finance Committee: 

RESOLVED (c09/10/84):

1. To permit the Clerk (so far as the law permits) to be authorised to give instructions to Barclays Bank to obtain account information and to make fund transfers between accounts in the Council’s name; this authority to exclude making third party payments and borrowing instructions.

2. On satisfactory completion of the arrangements in respect of the Clerk to give similar authority to the Assistant.

2. Chairman’s Account – Following discussion this item to be referred back to Finance Committee for further consideration including advice from External Audit.


	9. Accounts for Payment


	RESOLVED (c09/10/85) to approve the following accounts for payment and s.137 payments as recommended by the Finance Committee and to note that the total payments are within the legal threshold:

To be paid

646
CEC
Room hire – library
63-00
647
SLCC
Joining fee & subscription Clerk
117-00
648
CBJ Digital
Electricity for Christmas lights
166-94
649
Bomfords
Stationery
244-28
650
NL Clarke
Travel expenses to Manchester
11-10
651
ChALC
Training
60-00
652
Namesco
Domain name for web site
176-24
653
BT
Telephone – Clerk
71-47
654
DR Cowgill
Petty Cash for Parish Plan St Gp
150-00
655
HC Youth Centre
s.137 donation
275-00
656
Citizens Advice Bureau
s.137 donation
115-00
657
St. Luke’s PCC
Churchyard donation
275-00
658
St. Luke’s Hospice
s.137 donation
275-00
Standing Orders

DR Cowgill

Salary – January 2010
533.69

NL Clarke

Salary – January 2010
324.37



	10. Cheshire East Budget
	The Council discussed the CEC pre-budget report with the general feeling that inadequate provision has been made in the capital budget for Holmes Chapel and the surrounding rural area.  

RESOLVED (c09/10/86)

· That the Clerk continues to push CEC Councillors regarding projects in the village promised by the old Congleton Borough Council.

· Maintain a presence at all CEC meetings to ensure Holmes Chapel views are heard.

· The Clerk to ask for a meeting with the relevant CEC Councillors to ensure there are no spending cuts in the village.

· Budget issues be referred to the Strategy Committee with a view to formulating the Council’s policy over the next 3 years



	11. Borough Council reports
	None



	12. Post Office Banking
	The Council noted the information circulated by ChALC but agreed that no further action was necessary.



	13. PCSO Service Level Agreement
	Cllr Ashworth and the Clerk reported on a meeting held on 11 February 2010 with Inspector Gammage and Chief Inspector Cockcroft regarding the Service Level Agreement.   The agreement has been slightly modified but has not been made specific for each area.  The issue of time spent at the Comprehensive School is to be reviewed by the Police.

RESOLVED (c09/10/87) 

1. To approve the agreement to be executed by the Chairman and one other member.

2. The Clerk to write to Sgt. P Jones to clarify the line of management for the PCSO.



	14. Village Pride (Best Kept Village) Competition
	The Council considered entry for 2010. 

RESOLVED (c09/10/88) 

· That there are insufficient volunteers to form a group to take the matter forward this year

· The matter be referred to the Amenities Committee to draw up a blue print of what is required to seek support for future years.

 

	15. Holmes Chapel Today
	Cllr Clowes gave an update on progress.  The approximate cost of producing posters and leaflets for the event will be £75.00.   A further meeting of the Task Group has been arranged for April 2010.



	16. Outside Bodies
	The Council received the following reports:
1. Sandbach Almshouses Charity – Cllr Mackenzie reported that the new warden should be appointed from 1 March 2010.

2. Community Rail Partnership – Cllr Rickards reported on the positioning of the Information Points at each Station.   Holmes Chapel will receive a new point on the Crewe line and the point on the Manchester side will be upgraded and made more prominent.

3. Village Volunteers – Cllr Clowes reported that 11 members had been working on 14 February 2010 in the village.   The group are in the process of deciding how to spend the money raised from the Christmas lights with the possibility of planters at the base of each welcome sign into Holmes Chapel.    
4. Congleton LAP – No further meeting to report.

5. ChALC – Meeting due to take place in March 2010.

6. Police – The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from a local resident regarding the lack of visibility of the PCSO in the village.   PCSO Cornish has been made aware.


	17. Agendas
	1. The Clerk reported on items for future agendas and asked members to send any items for agendas to him.

2. The Clerk reported that although the Annual Parish Meeting has been booked for 6 May 2010, there is strong speculation that this may be the date of the general election.  
RESOLVED (c09/10/89)  to move the date of the Annual Parish Meeting to 13 May 2010 with the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held immediately afterwards.



	18. Chairman and Clerk’s report
	1. The Clerk reminded members of the training sessions available through ChALC and other sources.

2. The Clerk reported that the February bulletin had been received from ChALC and he would extract relevant items for circulation

3. The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from a local resident regarding the recycling bin on the Co-op car park.  It was noted that it had been provided by the Scouts and they we aware of the need for it to be emptied  



	
	

	Part II - Private and Confidential Business – None



	The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.



	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 1 April 2010.  Until then they are draft minutes.




Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………
Signature…………………………………………………………………………………..

