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Holmes Chapel Parish Council - Annual Report 2011

The purpose of this report is for me to review the work of the Parish Council over the last year. However, it is appropriate for me to go back 3 years to 2008 when the present Council was formed with the expectation that it would serve a term of 4 years (which is the norm).  The following year saw the completion of the local government reorganisation in Cheshire and the formation of Cheshire East Council (CEC).  It was decided at that time that there would be elections in 2011 so that the Borough Council and all the Town and Parish Councils in the Borough will be up for re-election on 5 May 2011; also there will be a national referendum on the voting system – so there is a lot to capture our interest and I would encourage you to use your opportunity to vote on that day.

The position for this Parish Council is that there are 12 seats and 12 people have been nominated, so there will not be a vote for Parish Council members on election day and the 12 people nominated will be declared elected. It is appropriate for me to thank all those who have served on this Council over the last 3 years, 3 of whom are not seeking re-election, and my two predecessors as Chairman and my Vice Chairman; also the Council staff for their hard work.

As ever, this has been a busy year for the Council and I will set out some of the issues which I consider to be especially important. There will be an opportunity at the Annual Parish Meeting for you to ask questions on these issues and moreover to ask about matters which are not mentioned in this report.

· Work has continued on our joint project with CEC and Cranage Parish Council to improve the Dane Valley recreation area on the west side of the village and to develop the playing fields on the Cranage side of the River. Work has not progressed as quickly as we would have liked but I am pleased to report that we have now reached the stage where we have received costings so that we can then break down the project on the Holmes Chapel side of the river into smaller portions and begin work on some of the proposals.  There will be a display at the Annual Parish Meeting to give more details about the proposed work.

· One of our members has been leading a group on improvement of play areas in the village with particular emphasis on the Middlewich Road playing field. This was an item which featured prominently in the responses to the Parish Plan questionnaire carried out in 2008.  The group decided to produce a questionnaire which was delivered to all households in the village last year and also made available for school children and other groups to complete.  The results of the survey are available on our web site; two particular areas to mention – first there is still evidence of demand for a skate park and this will require some careful thought about possible sites – secondly there is concern about the condition of the equipment on the Middlewich Road playing field so this will be a priority for early action

· Work is about to start on a lighting improvement scheme on the footpath from Middlewich Road to West Way over the playing field. This has resulted from demands from users who are concerned about public safety for children and others who use the path regularly, particularly at school times.

· The Parish Plan has featured prominently at the Annual Parish Meeting over the last 3 years.  This resulted in the formation of a Steering Group which produced a final plan at the end of 2009; they then formed an Implementation Group and at the beginning of this year the group reformed as the Holmes Chapel Partnership with full support from the Parish Council.  There are partnerships in a number of neighbouring towns – Congleton, Middlewich, Alsager and Sandbach and they have some funding from CEC to cover their administration.  They draw together a wide group of people and organisations and the first object set out in the constitution reads: “enable  the Holmes Chapel community  to identify and carry out initiatives which will create an improved environment  and continue to sustain the wellbeing of  all those who live, work and trade in the area”.  A particular advantage which the Partnership will have over the Parish Council is that they will have access to a wider variety of grants and funding opportunities which should assist in local projects including some of those mentioned in this report.

· The Council has continued to take an interest in planning issues affecting the village and has commented to CEC on the latest consultation on the Local Development Framework. We continue to comment on all planning applications in the village; and take part in discussions on significant anticipated developments.  Since the beginning of 2011 we have had various meetings with CEC and Bluemantle who are the developers of the Sanofi Aventis site trying to make sure that a large development will result in the provision of some facilities for the increase in population and additional properties

· For some years, there has been discussion nationally about Town and Parish Councils having increased powers or taking over local services.  This has now come to a head and over recent months CEC have had discussions with local councils on this subject.  Unfortunately, this has come at a time when we are enduring hard economic times and principal local authorities have been forced into positions where they are not increasing the Council Tax and are having to cut local services drastically. Whilst Local Service Delivery may not have started as a way of principal Councils saving money, the outcome may be that local Councils will end up having to increase their Council Tax precepts, as this Council has done this year, in order to make sure that local services, like the provision of play areas, are continued.

· Last year my predecessor reported on the formation of a Traffic Task Group to look at traffic problems and make recommendations to CEC.  The group produced a report in September 2010 and this was submitted to the CEC Portfolio Holder for the Environment.  As my predecessor forecast, the report has already come up against financial constraints so progress will not be quick.  Local residents have played their part in voicing concerns to CEC and also to the local MP who has added her weight to our representations.  We are grateful for this support.

· A further section of this report contains a financial report dealing with the accounts for last year.  The decision on a budget for the current financial year took place in January and it was decided that the Council should increase its precept by just over 5%.Last year was the first time for many years that the Precept had not increased, but the majority of members did not feel that this was advisable for this year.

Meanwhile, my fellow Parish Councillors and I will be pleased to welcome you to the Annual Parish Meeting which will be held on Thursday 28 April 2011 at the Victoria Club, Victoria Avenue, Holmes Chapel, beginning at 7.30 pm.

Alan Pierce 

Chairman

Holmes Chapel Parish Council

Financial Report

The figures below are a summary of the receipts and payments account for the year 2010/11.  At the time of publishing this report, the accounts represented by these figures have been approved by the Parish Council, but approval is subject to audit. The audit process will take place in May and June.

A full set of accounts is available for inspection at the Council office on prior appointment.
	
	2010-1111
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	            2010-11
	
	
	Figures exclusive of VAT

	             Budget
	
	
	Actual
	 

	
	
	RECEIPTS
	
	

	          69,940.00
	
	Precept
	69,940.00
	

	               250.00
	
	Bank Interest
	212.28
	

	100.00
	
	Grants
	0.00
	

	1,000.00
	
	VAT
	1,447.39
	

	25.00
	
	Other
	2,881.05
	

	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	
	£74,480.72

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PAYMENTS
	
	

	               15,700      
	
	Employees  
	13,754.37
	

	                 6,300 
	
	Premises 
	5,032.56
	

	                 1,800 
	
	Office Services
	2,478.68
	

	                 1,750 
	
	Communications
	1,115.99
	

	                 1,700 
	
	Members
	432.52
	

	                 3,500 
	
	Professional Services
	2,265.00
	

	               11,800 
	
	PCSO
	11,800.00
	

	                 1,815 
	
	Subscriptions
	1,576.89
	

	                 4,600 
	
	Grants and Donations
	4,600.00
	

	                    850 
	
	Village Services
	506.93
	

	                 2,150 
	
	Village Maintenance
	3,146.57
	

	
	
	
	
	

	                    750 
	
	Parish Plan
	3,250.00
	

	               13,000 
	
	Cap: Pathway Lighting
	8,000.00
	

	                 3,000 
	
	Cap: Dane Valley
	0.00
	

	                 3,500 
	
	Cap: Play Areas
	0.00
	

	                 1,200 
	
	Cap: Village Volunteers
	150.00
	

	                     - 
	
	VAT on payments
	1,634.45
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£59,743.96

	
	
	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/10
	49,727.84

	
	
	ADD Total Receipts (as above)
	74,480.72

	
	
	LESS Total payments (as above)
	59,743.96

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Balance Carried forward 31/03/11
	£64,464.60


The Annual Parish Meeting   will be held at the Victoria Club Holmes Chapel on Thursday 28 April 2011 commencing at 7.30 p.m. All electors of the Parish of Holmes Chapel are entitled to attend and vote at the meeting
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Holmes Chapel Today will once again be providing a showcase for local clubs and organisations representing a wide range of activities.  Why not visit and find out what’s on offer.  Entry fee, refreshments available, raffle                                                                    

Date:         Saturday 14th May 2011

Time:         Between 9.30am and 1pm

Venue:      Holmes Chapel Methodist Church

Enquiries:  01477 532407  or    holmeschapeltoday@live.co.uk
Officers and Members of the Parish Council with contact details
	 
	Member
	Telephone
	Email **

	Clerk of the Council
	David Cowgill
	01565 631528
	clerk@

	Assistant Clerk
	Nicola Clarke
	01477 533934
	office@

	Chairman
	Alan Pierce
	01477 533367
	alan.pierce@

	Vice Chairman
	Nick Guthrie
	01477 549958
	nick.guthrie@

	
	Alan Ashworth
	01477 537690
	alan.ashworth@

	
	Kevin Brownlow
	01477 533953
	krbrownlow@

	 
	John Clowes
	01477 532266
	john.clowes@

	 
	Patricia Cotton
	01477 537491
	patricia.cotton@

	 
	Les Gilbert
	01477 544307
	les.gilbert@

	 
	May Mackenzie
	01477 532007
	may.mackenzie@

	 
	Rab Parry
	01477 533715
	rab.parry@

	
	Alan Rickards
	01477 534193
	alan.rickards@

	 
	David Savage
	01477 537464
	david.savage@

	 
	Mike Street
	01477 534745
	michael.street@


 
** All email addresses have the domain name holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
e.g. clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
 For more details of items in this newsletter and for other communications, please see
- The Parish Council website (www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk)
- The Council notice board located outside the village library

Parish Council Office – 1 Church Walk Holmes Chapel CW4 7AZ – Tel 01477 533934
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