MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY COMMITTEEE

Thursday 1 October 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel

	1. Attendance
	Mrs IM Mackenzie (Chairman)
Mr AC Rickards (Chairman of the Council)
Mr JA Clowes

Mr L Gilbert

Mr WN Guthrie

Mr A Pierce


	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (s09/10/26) to approve apologies from Mr DE Savage


	3. Declarations of Interest


	Cllr Gilbert declared an interest as a Cheshire East Councillor in all planning applications, He indicated that if he made any comment he was expressing an initial view on any applications discussed, and would consider the matter further at Borough level, taking into account all of the relevant information and representations available at Borough level that are not available at this meeting.


	4. Minutes
	RESOLVED (s09/10/27) to approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 13 August 2009.



	5. Matters arising
	Quality – Clerk to arrange a further date for a meeting with Jackie Weaver of ChALC.


	6. Planning Applications


	The committee considered the following applications:

RESOLVED (s09/10/28) Committee comment as follows:

09/1561C
Glenholme, Middlewich Road – single storey rear extension
No objection
09/2728C
3 Riverside Crescent – demolish existing rear conservatory & erect ground and first floor extension to rear
No objection
09/2798C
28 Coniston Drive – First Floor and side extension
No objection
09/2800C
88 Macclesfield Road – 2 storey side extension (re-submission)
No objection


	7. Key Service Centres / town centre funding
	1. The Clerk reported that Holmes Chapel has been dropped from the list of towns to receive funding.
2. The Committee considered future action including the Recession Task Group funding and an updated list of potential projects and schemes requiring funding prepared by the Clerk:

RESOLVED (s09/10/29)
i. Clerk to pursue the funding application with the Town Centre Recession Group.

ii. An approach should be made to request weekend parking on the private car park on Parkway.

iii. The Clerk should consider items in the list of projects and schemes for referral to the Amenities Committee.

iv. Priority should be given to a consultancy review of the village centre.  This could include use of officers at CEC.


	8. Parish Plan and Looking Forward Document
	The Committee considered the progress of the Parish Plan and linking it with the Looking Forward Document.    In particular it was noted that Cheshire Community Action required a specific form of endorsement from the Parish Council.
RESOLVED (s09/10/30)

1. The Committee recommend that the Council endorses the Parish Plan as an expression of the community’s aspirations and acknowledges it as a framework for community action within the Parish.
2. The Committee and the Steering Group to meet as soon as possible.


	9. Training Statement
	The Committee considered the document and RESOLVED (s09/10/31) to recommend it to Full Council for approval with slight amendments.


	10. Governance Document

	The Committee considered the revised document.  After agreeing minor changes it was RESOLVED (s09/10/32):-

1. To recommend it to Full Council for approval subject to any points to be received from Cllr Savage.
2. Bound copies to be supplied to members and one available in the office.

3. Consideration to be given to including it on / or referring to it on the web site.



	11.  Web site
	Following the resignation of Jim Pulling as webmaster the Committee considered further the recommendations of Cllr. Rickards and also the Clerk reported on information received from Chalc

RESOLVED (s09/10/33)
1. The Council should endeavour to maintain the high standard of the existing web site.
2. Further consideration should be given to the matter once representatives have met with CBJ.
3. Proposals from the Clerk for changes to the web site should be deferred but used as a discussion point with CBJ.


	12.  Sustainable Communities Act
	The Committee considered a request to write to Ann Winterton MP urging her to sign the Early Day Motions strengthening the Sustainable Communities Act. RESOLVED (s09/10/34) that no action to be taken.


	13. Budgets
	The following issues were raised regarding budget items for 2010/2011
· Web site
· Consultancy

· Enhanced Services

· Parish Plan Steering Group



	14. Chairman and Clerk’s reports
	The Clerk reported on the following items:
1. Parking Charges –  formal notice from CEC
2.  Road works between Middlewich and Sandbach at weekends in October and November would have an impact on Holmes Chapel.

The Chairman had no further items to report.


	
	Meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.


	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 12 November  2009.   Until approved they are draft minutes.


Signed as Chairman of the Committee as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date……………………………………………………………………………………………..[image: image1.png]



