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Newsletter

Summer 2010


GARDEN COMPETITON TIME AGAIN

Over the summer the Garden Judges will be out looking for the best kept gardens in Holmes Chapel which can be viewed from the pavements and road side. 
The Judges will be looking for a pleasing first impression and overall impact variety of plant range with few or no weeds; good lay-out and selection of plants good floral colour combinations; paving and garden structures that complement.

The judges will also be looking out for the best dressed shop windows in Holmes Chapel.

Final decisions will be made in September and presentations to the winners will be organised in October.

PCSO

The PCSO is a very emotive topic in the Parish Council. Following an extensive debate of the issues the Council decided to renew the contract with Cheshire Police for them to provide a PCSO dedicated to the village. Before the contract was signed the Council learned that Cheshire East Council pay centrally for PCSOs in the old Macclesfield Borough and Crewe and Nantwich Borough areas, while Parishes in the old Congleton Borough had to fund them themselves. Now we are all one area it means that some of our Council Taxes go towards these centrally funded PCSOs, while we have to pay extra for our own, dedicated, PCSO.

While the Council are unhappy with this situation, we understand the feelings of residents and their desire to retain the services of a PCSO in the village. This has focused our efforts to ensure that, as we pay extra for a dedicated PCSO we should get 100% of their time. As we go to press the contract situation remain un-resolved, but we are committed to both retaining the PCSO’s services and getting value for your money.

CONGLETON LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP – ONE YEAR ON

The meetings of the Local Area Partnership, set up by Cheshire East Council, bring together many locally based organisations, as well as councillors, such as representatives of Neighbourhood Policing, Fire & Rescue Services, Countryside Access Development, Connexions, Sports & Play Development, Health & Well Being and PCTs. This provides an opportunity for the local residents and organisations to give their point of view, to ask for support and keep everyone informed about activities and involvement around and about the Congleton area of Cheshire East Borough.

The most recent meeting was held in May, at Sandbach, and included two very interesting presentations which now require some input from local residents. These were:   
1.  Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan

The aim of the Improvement Plan is to create new walking routes and cycle links, to upgrade current routes with surface improvements, signage and street furniture. The Plan would assess current demand and also future requirements for the Cheshire East area. The priorities include access to information, well-maintained accessibility to the network, public transport links, circular routes with purposeful destinations, and the ability to use the network for daily activities.   A strategy for 2011-2026 is being developed alongside 3-year implementation plans.   

A questionnaire has been developed asking for future suggestions, i.e. useful links, improvements and guidance. Anyone wishing to comment on the consultation can do so by completing the questionnaire and e-mailing to ROWIP@cheshireeast.gov.uk or by writing to Cheshire East Countryside Access Development Officer, Genni Butler.
2. Reducing Health Inequalities in Cheshire East

This presentation included some very interesting statistics based on the Congleton LAP covering a population of 95,225. It has the highest number of adults over 65 – 17,108;  Congleton East has the highest uptake of welfare benefits in the LAP area – 7.6% income benefit and 4.7% job seekers allowances.

Although over 75% of the population live in the least deprived areas in England, 2.4% of Congleton LAP residents live in the 20% most deprived areas in England.   There is an association between deprivation and poorer health outcomes.    

To explain this comparison the life expectancy across Congleton LAP area varies widely:

Life Expectancy Male (Low) 75.4 years – (High) 83.6 years – 8.2 years different, with an average 78.9 years.

Life Expectancy Female (Low) 80.5 years (High) 88.4 years – 7.9 years different, with an average 82.6 years.

In order to highlight a quality of life indicator, a measure called Disability Free Life Expectancy indicates the number of years, on average, a person can expect to live free from a limiting long-term illness or a disability.  (Low) 61.7 years – (High) 69.1 years – 7.4 years different, with an average 64.9 years.  

It was explained that the main causes of death (based on 2,660 deaths 2006-2008) were heart disease and stroke (35%); Cancers – lung, breast and bowel (27.1%) and respiratory disease (14.5%).   Lifestyles have a major impact on these figures, with alcohol abuse (21.2%) highest in Middlewich East, smoking (27.1%) in Congleton East compared to (11.9%) in Congleton & Holmes Chapel Rural area, and obesity (23.1%) with 75% of adults taking no regular exercise, (74.5%) of adults do not eat healthily, but this varies massively across Congleton LAP area.

The issues which contribute to health and well-being include:

· Local agriculture and food production – local allotments; 

· Education and awareness – lifelong learning;

· Healthy and safe workplace environments; 

· Reductions in unemployment and worklessness;

· Maximising income levels;

· Good quality homes;

· Promotion of community green space.
 It was explained that additional information was available on the Joint Strategic Needs Website -  Cheshire East Joint Strategic Needs Assessment.   

It is hoped to encourage members of the public to attend LAP meetings; the dates and times are advertised on public notice boards and appear on the Cheshire East website.   

WHAT WILL BECOME OF OUR WASTE?

Following the refusal of planning permission for a mass burn incinerator at Middlewich, Covanta, the giant American corporation which applied for it, has lodged an appeal with the Secretary of State. The appeal will be decided following a public inquiry in due course. This proposal has nothing to do with our municipal waste which is the subject of a joint waste strategy between Cheshire East and Cheshire West and which does not include Covanta or an incinerator at Middlewich.

The strategy is aimed at diverting household waste from landfill, which contaminates land and is increasingly expensive. The Government’s landfill tax is rising and we may incur penalties of £150 per tonne if we exceed landfill targets.  Recycling is vital to reduce the amount of residual waste to be disposed of.

After a lengthy procurement process, there are two remaining bidders for a PFI contract which will provide for disposal of our waste for the next 25 years.  Cheshire East and West have set an affordability ceiling of £847m including £130m of Government PFI credit which it is assumed will not be withdrawn as part of the Government’s spending cuts.  Withdrawal of this credit would necessitate a fundamental review of the strategy.  Each bidder is now expected to submit final tenders which are within the affordability ceiling.

The two proposals are:-

1.
Viridor propose a mechanical biological treatment plant at Lostock.  This includes the recovery of additional recyclable materials and production of refuse-derived fuel.

2.
Resource Recovery Solutions propose an advanced thermal treatment plant at Wincham using gasification. This includes the recovery of additional recyclable materials and the generation of renewable energy.

Both sites have recently been refused planning permission by Cheshire West’s Planning Committee and Cheshire East is therefore reviewing its options.
CREWE TO MANCHESTER LINE COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP 

Holmes Chapel Parish Council has been actively represented on the Crewe to Manchester Line Community Rail Partnership since it’s inception. A “Friends of Holmes Chapel Station” group, affiliated to the Partnership, is being formed with the intention of maintaining the gardens and general appearance of the station area. This has the full support of the train operating company. Anyone interested in joining the “Friends” is invited to contact Alan Rickards (see below). 

For more information and latest news, please visit the Community Rail Partnership’s website at www.crewe2manchesterrail.org.uk or go to the link on our website.
PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP UPDATE
You may have seen us at the Village Fair or at Holmes Chapel Today drumming up support for our "actions": 

· Many of you expressed an interest in the Middlewich Road Playground Project, being run in partnership with the Parish Council. By the time you receive this the first meeting will have been held on Monday 5th July, and we hope most who expressed interest attended. If you would like to hear about future meetings or get involved please contact Nick Guthrie (see below).
· The development of a Holmes Chapel branch of the University of the Third Age (U3A) has provoked a similar amount of interest. Again you have suggested what courses or activities you would be interested in and there have been many offers to run or organise as well. A committee is being formed and a public meeting is scheduled for the near future.

· A project to improve the design and positioning of waste bins around the village is making significant progress.
· As traffic in the village was a recurrent theme in the responses from the original questionnaire for the Parish Plan, members of the Implementation Group are taking a keen interest in the Parish Council's Traffic Task Group.

If you would like to do your bit for Holmes Chapel, come and join us – look on our website for details of the current projects: www.hcparishplan.org.uk 
AUSTERITY MEASURES

With the recent presentation of the new Government’s emergency budget the word on everyone’s lips is “austerity”. The Parish Council worked hard on the 2010 -2011 budget and made some hard choices to avoid any increase in this years precept, while still retaining funds for the village and building sufficient reserves to progress projects which you tell us are important to you, but if you feel there are areas that saving could be made please tell us.

Officers and Members of the Parish Council with contact details
	 
	Member
	Telephone
	Email **

	Clerk of the Council
	David Cowgill
	01565 631528
	clerk@

	Assistant Clerk
	Nicola Clarke
	01477 533934
	office@

	Chairman
	Alan Pierce
	01477 533367
	alan.pierce@

	Vice Chairman
	Nick Guthrie
	01477 549958
	nick.guthrie@

	
	Alan Ashworth
	01477 537690
	alan.ashworth@

	
	Kevin Brownlow
	01477 533953
	krbrownlow@

	 
	John Clowes
	01477 532266
	john.clowes@

	 
	Patricia Cotton
	01477 537491
	patricia.cotton@

	 
	Les Gilbert
	01477 544307
	les.gilbert@

	 
	May Mackenzie
	01477 532007
	may.mackenzie@

	 
	Rab Parry
	01477 533715
	rab.parry@

	
	Alan Rickards
	01477 534193
	alan.rickards@

	 
	David Savage
	01477 537464
	david.savage@

	 
	Mike Street
	01477 534745
	michael.street@


 
** All email addresses have the domain name holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
e.g. clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
 For more details of items in this newsletter and for other communications, please see
- The Parish Council website (www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk)
- The Council notice board located outside the village library
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