MINUTES OF THE TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday 22 October 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  1 Church Walk, Holmes Chapel.
Part I – Public and Press present

	1. Attendance
	Mr A Pierce (Chairman)
Mr AC Rickards (Chairman of the Council)
Mrs PA Cotton
Mr K Brownlow



	2. Apologies
	RESOLVED (ts09/10/25) to approve apologies from Mr MJ Street, Mr WN Guthrie and Mr RC Parry


	3. Declarations of Interest
	None


	4. Minutes


	RESOLVED (ts09/10/26)  to approve the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 3 September 2009



	5. Matters arising
	None


	6. Planning Applications
	The Committee considered the following planning applications.

RESOLVED (ts09/10/27) Committee comment as follows:

09/2732C
1 Beeston Close, CW4 7HB
Proposed construction of dormer window to existing bedroom over garage

No objection
09/3078C

4 Stirling Court, CW4 7JG

Pitched roof to replace existing flat roof

No objection
09/3108C

28 Mardale Court, CW4 7JP

Two storey extension to side of property to form a garage and utility room at ground floor and extend existing bedroom at first floor

No objection
09/3029C

Holmes Chapel Fire Station, CW4 7AP

Construction of new ramp to front entrance and alterations to rear elevation to form new store

No objection


	7. Proposed bus-lay-by Middlewich Road Primary School
	The Committee considered a proposal.

RESOLVED (ts09/10/28) the Committee resolved the following comments be made:

· Has an alternative point been agreed for the lollipop crossing person?

· Will any steps be taken to control neighbours using the lay-by for parking their cars?

· The lay-by cuts across the footpath leading to the end bungalow on Brookfield Drive.   

· Parents should not use the lay-by as a drop off point.



	8. Budget

	The following items were discussed for inclusion in the 2010 /2011 budget:
· An amount for existing projects
· Consultancy for village centre



	9. Meeting with Environmental Portfolio Holder
	The Committee considered the report sent with the agenda following the meeting with Cllr Brickhill.  
RESOLVED (ts09/10/29) the Committee recommend
Car parking Charges

1. The Council should review the position after pay parking is introduced at intervals of 4, 8 and 12 months.
2. The  local traders should be informed of the Council’s decision.
Highway Maintenance

1. members to complete the Highway survey as soon as possible and submit to Highways at CEC.
2. The survey should be discussed with the local CEC members
Traffic problems

1. A Task Group be formed to consider possible issues.
2. The members should be the Committee Chairman, Councillors Cotton and Brownlow.

3. To report back to the meeting on 4 February 2010.


	10. Speeding
	The Committee considered the report by the Chairman on tackling speeding in Cheshire East.   
RESOLVED (ts09/10/30) the Committee recommend:
1. No immediate action be taken.

2. The Traffic Task Group should review speeding issues in dealing with the review of traffic issues
3. Enquiries should be made about alternative cheaper equipment / or methods of recording speeding.


	11. Traffic counts
	The Committee reviewed the traffic counts and information supplied by the old County Highways Department, some of which is very old.   Agreed that the Counts should be reviewed by the Traffic Task Group who should recommend what further information is required.


	12. Parking Church View
	The Clerk reported that the problem was discussed at a meeting with Tim Allen of CEC Property Services and Nigel Curtis of CEC Highways.   It was agreed that parking restrictions are not the answer but enquiries are being made about an education programme to improve the situation.


	13. Street Furniture
	The Clerk reported that an experimental litter bin will be installed in the village in the near future – location to be determined.   The Playing Fields or outside the public conveniences would be a possible location.


	14. Victoria Mills
	The Clerk reported that there is no further information regarding health issues at Victoria Mills according to the CEC Environmental Health Officer, Margaret Hopley.  
 RESOLVED (ts09/10/31) the Committee remind CEC of ongoing concerns with regard to the smell from the area.


	15. Village Volunteers
	Cllr Clowes has prepared the programme for 2010 which will be circulated in November.   The Christmas Lights will be installed on the morning of Sunday 29 November.


	16. Chairman’s and Clerk’s reports
	1. Cheshire Community Action – AGM on 19 November 2009.
2. CDVA Training Courses – details available from the office.

3. Pavement outside Nat West Bank – Following work under the pavement the making good is of very poor quality with cracked paving stones.   Action has been taken to inform CEC Highways, to use the power to insist on satisfactory reinstatement.   It was noted that there were spare stones in storage if replacements were required.



	
	Meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

	
	

	These minutes will be submitted for approval at the next meeting scheduled for 3 December 2009.  Until approved they are draft minutes


Signed as Chairman of the Council as a true and accurate record:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………………………………………………………………….
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