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Newsletter

Winter 2009


A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Whether you are a resident of Holmes Chapel, or reading this newsletter while visiting friends or family, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 
Alan Rickards
POLICING IN HOLMES CHAPEL

Recently the Council had to decide whether to renew the contract with Cheshire Police for the Police and Community Support Officer (PCSO). Having decided three years ago to first contribute to the services of a PCSO the Council have spent a long time trying to ensure that we were receiving the service we were entitled to and that this was value for money for the people of Holmes Chapel.

While no one disagreed that the current PCSO, James Cornish, does a good job there was a vigorous debate in Council about the principle of paying separately for a PCSO when we already pay for the police service through the Council Tax, and whether our PCSO was serving just Holmes Chapel, who are paying for him, or other areas as well. After a lot of discussion the vote was taken and the Parish Council agree to renew the contract for a further three years. 

The cost will be £11,800 per annum , an increase of £800 each year.

In December our PCSO, James, will be tutoring a probationer PCSO and of course this will take place in Holmes Chapel.  So Holmes Chapel will see two PCSO's in and around Holmes Chapel for a number of weeks.
CHANGES AT HOLMES CHAPEL LIBRARY

We have learnt recently that Gaynor Wason, our Senior Library Assistant since 2001, is moving to Knutsford Library as Manager.    
Gaynor has been working at the Library since 1986 and, along with her staff, has introduced many initiatives to add to the very good service offered, which has benefited us all over the years.    The facility of the Community Room has meant a greater involvement by many of us and the co-operation and helpfulness of Gaynor has been much appreciated, not only during the redevelopment of the Library,  but also in the organisation and availability of the Room to groups within Holmes Chapel. She will be greatly missed by existing staff and “borrowers.” 

We wish Gaynor well in her new role and hope she will “pop in” to our Library and keep in touch in future.    

The new arrangement is a post of Community Librarian which has been created to cover Holmes Chapel and Middlewich libraries. This will be taken up by Jude Johnson within the next few weeks.   In the meantime, Gaynor will be at Holmes Chapel on Tuesdays and Fridays until the replacement is appointed.      
VILLAGE VOLUNTEERS 
The Village Volunteers have been busy clearing the flower borders in the village centre ready for planting up some winter bedding and bulbs.  For several years the cubs have planted bulbs around the village and this year they worked alongside the Village Volunteers to the rear of the library car park planting daffodils and tulips. More bulbs were planted along London Road and in the grass around the cross roads with Station Road. 
All the bulbs have been supplied by Cheshire East Council along with winter and spring bedding plants. Cheshire East is also providing help in improving the planting in the border on the island in front of Sutton Oaks. The Village Volunteers have provided a plan for re-planting this area which will mean removing the existing old and tired shrubs and replacing them with a mixture of new herbaceous plants and shrubs.  Cheshire East have kindly agreed to prepare the ground and the Village Volunteers will do the planting and maintenance.
 The Volunteers have been trying to maintain the small borders at the entrance to the car park behind the library but they rapidly deteriorate because the edges become trampled by pedestrians crossing from the Health Centre. Cheshire East has agreed to pave around the edges to improve the appearance and to make maintenance easier.
Gardening will have to stop shortly because the Volunteers will be busy putting up the Christmas Lights. This will take place on Sunday 29th November and they will be in operation the following week. They are grateful for help and support from several businesses and organisations for allowing us to tap into their electricity supply during the Christmas season.  
The Village Volunteers give their time freely but the results are multiplied several fold by the financial support and co-operation received from Cheshire East, businesses and organisations in the village.  Rewards for the volunteers are not just seeing a more attractive and tidier village but also the many residents who come up and thank them for their efforts.  If you have a couple of hours to spare on the second Sunday morning in each (or any) month why not come and join them?  Details of when they meet can be found on the Parish council web site.
HOLMES CHAPEL PARISH PLAN UPDATE

The Holmes Chapel Parish Plan was presented to the public at the Victoria Club on December 2nd. Now that the plan has been presented we move into an exciting new phase, implementation. The Parish Plan Steering Group has made a number of recommendations and in order to make these happen they need more volunteers. If you would like to make a difference to Holmes Chapel please contact Geoff Anderson, Chairman, Holmes Chapel Parish Plan Steering Group. holmeschapelparishplan@live.co.uk.  or write to Stuart Gammon at 41 Portree Drive Holmes Chapel CW4 7JB
HOLMES CHAPEL YOUTH CENTRE
Holmes Chapel Youth Centre is now 35 years old and the Youth Club itself has been running for over 50 years.  As a registered charity we have always needed support from local organisations to raise enough money to match the ever increasing costs of maintaining a large building whilst freeing up resources to support our youth work.  Holmes Chapel Parish Council, amongst others, has always been a firm supporter of our activities and a constant provider of grant aid for which we are most grateful. 

In 2009 we appointed a new Trustee board. A restructured Management Committee oversees the day to day running of the Centre.  Membership of the youth club is ever increasing and we are grateful for the services of a number of 6th formers from the Comprehensive school to help support our activities. All these posts are filled by volunteers. However, we have been a victim of our own success to such an extent that we have now employed a part time Senior Youth Leader to deal with the increasing demands of the club and a part time Caretaker to manage the increasing maintenance of an ageing facility.

We have exciting plans for the future which will all cost money, but we think it’s worth it for the young people of our community.  Our biggest problem is having enough volunteers to carry the load.  We need more people over 21 who would like to work with young people to help us with the youth club and we need more people from the community willing to give up just a few hours of their time to help us formulate bids for funding.  This latter issue needs people with certain skills to provide advice such as architects, engineers, planners, builders, plumbers, gardeners etc etc (This is not a definitive list!)

If anyone out there has a few hours to spare then our young people need you! With your help we can provide more and better facilities not just for the kids but the community as a whole. If you feel you assist  or just want more information then please contact us on 01477 537464. Thank you.

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

Have you ever visited the Holmes Chapel Parish Council website? If you have, you will have seen the work of Jim Pulling. When the Council were looking to improve the website, some years ago, Jim volunteered to help. Jim produced and maintained the high quality website you can now see, without ever asking for any compensation. When Cheshire East Council was created from Cheshire County Council and Congleton Borough Council, Jim did all the work to update logos and links to ensure that our website was always up to date. Unfortunately Jim recently told us that the job of maintaining our website was taking too much of his time and that he wanted to give up the responsibility of being our webmaster. The Parish Council would like to thank Jim for all his hard work for establishing such a high quality website for us. 

Thank you Jim.

A local company has now been appointed to take over the site.  They have just started work and the updated web site should be ready to go live early in the new Year

CAR PARKING CHARGES

Before the decision by Cheshire East Council to introduce car parking charges, Holmes Chapel Parish Council, along with other Parish councils for the rural area served by Holmes Chapel village centre, was considering whether to offer to take over the car parks in the village.  It transpired that there would be legal problems for the other Councils to spend money outside their own Parishes.  Holmes Chapel has now decided not to take any immediate action in view of the level of charges but to keep the situation under review once the charges are introduced in 2010.  Particular attention will be given to the effect on the privately owned car parks in the village and the problems of long stay parking in the village.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES

The Council has published its meeting dates for 2010.  Details are available on the web site and notice board
PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS AND DONATIONS

In the last newsletter the Council published details of organisations who had benefited from grants and donations this year.  There is a small amount left in the budget which will be distributed in January 2010.  If your organisation is interested in making an application please apply to the Clerk or the Office for details of the information we require. Organisations who have benefitted already may apply for a second payment. The next payments will be made in August.
Officers and Members of the Parish Council with contact details
	 
	Member
	Telephone
	Email **

	Clerk of the Council
	David Cowgill
	01565 631528
	clerk@

	Assistant Clerk
	Nicola Clarke
	01477 533934
	office@

	Chairman
	Alan Rickards
	01477 534193
	alan.rickards@

	Vice Chairman
	Alan Pierce
	01477 533367
	alan.pierce@

	
	Alan Ashworth
	01477 537690
	alan.ashworth@

	
	Kevin Brownlow
	01477 533953
	krbrownlow@gmail.com

	 
	John Clowes
	01477 532266
	john.clowes@

	 
	Patricia Cotton
	01477 537491
	patricia.cotton@

	 
	Les Gilbert
	01477 544307
	les.gilbert@

	 
	Nick Guthrie
	01477 549958
	nick.guthrie@

	 
	May Mackenzie
	01477 532007
	may.mackenzie@

	 
	Rab Parry
	01477 533715
	rab.parry@

	 
	David Savage
	01477 537464
	david.savage@

	 
	Mike Street
	01477 534745
	michael.street@


 
** All email addresses have the domain name holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
e.g. clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
 For more details of items in this newsletter and for other communications, please see
- The Parish Council website (www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk)
- The Council notice board located outside the village library
Parish Council Office – 1 Church Walk Holmes Chapel CW4 7AZ – Tel 01477 533934
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Following successful events in 2008 and 2009, Holmes Chapel Today 2010 is now being planned. The showcase for local organisations, clubs and societies will take place on Saturday 15th May 2010 at Holmes Chapel Methodist Church.   Any groups which have not recently received information are invited to contact the Secretary, Dennis Eborall, (01477 532407) to ensure that they receive details of the event.
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