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Winter 2011


A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The Parish Council continue to grapple with some big issues, including the dangerous levels of traffic passing through the village, the transfer of services from Cheshire East Council, and trying to improve access to our beautiful countryside. However as we approach the festive season the Council would like to pause for a moment and wish all our residents and visitors a wonderful Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Nich Guthrie

Chairman, Holmes Chapel Parish Council.
Progress with Traffic Issues in Holmes Chapel
Following the public meeting in the library on 9 July, when we all had the opportunity to describe our concerns to the Highways Department of Cheshire East Council (CEC), there has been progress in a number of areas:

1. CEC circulated a questionnaire at the meeting, which was distributed more widely by a group of residents and the Parish Council. This resulted in a total of 364 questionnaires being returned to CEC for analysis. This represents a very satisfactory sample and work by CEC has shown the responses came from a wide range of locations around the village, ensuring it is representative of views across the village.

2. The responses confirmed that the main concerns are the number of HGVs on our narrow roads and the speed of traffic through the village. A more detailed analysis is being prepared by Highways and will be available on the Parish Council web site. Some hard copies will be made available in the Parish Council office.

3. To investigate further, CEC now intend, as a first step, to measure traffic flow and speed at various points around the village. In addition, recording of vehicle origin and destination will be carried out for a period to get further information about the flow of HGVs.

4. This information will provide a basis for an analysis of possible traffic flow changes within and external to the village, although funding will have to be acquired for this work. It is possible some funding will be available as a result of the proposed new housing developments on the Fine Arts and Sanofi Aventis sites in the village.

5. Separately, the Parish Council are supporting a group of residents in carrying out speed checks using moveable speed displays (Smiley SIDS). The residents are undergoing training and will then position the SIDS at various locations to make motorists aware of their speed and encourage them to reduce it. The SIDS will also record information to support any further investment. One option would be to install a permanent system of SIDS, such as those in Goostrey.

6. The Parish Council is currently preparing its budget for next year and it is hoped some funds will be put aside for highways and road safety matters.

We are pleased that the Highways Department of CEC have been so supportive in seeking to find a solution and we will continue to press for speedy and effective action.

Dane Valley : Inaugural event and bonfire – 5 November 2011 

For a long time now the Parish Council has been working on a plan to improving access to the Dane Valley, improving the footpaths in the valley and carrying out conservation work.

This is part of a bigger, joint project with Cheshire East Council (CEC) and Cranage Parish Council to improve the Dane Valley and Cranage Playing Field Development. 

On 5 November, members of the Council organised the first activity in the Dane Valley itself, marking the beginning of the work. A few days before CEC had removed old barbed wire fencing and on the day 48 Scouts and their leaders did the hard work of carrying the old fence posts and tree branches from all over the valley to the bonfire on the ground below, while Village Volunteers were there to carry out some long overdue pruning of trees. All involved were then rewarded with a burger or hot dog from the BBQ. The work went on until late afternoon but finished before it went dark (for health and safety reasons).

The event was supported by local MP, Fiona Bruce, who had a long walk over the valley to learn more about the overall project and then spent some time at the bonfire talking to volunteers.

Given the aim of improving access to, and use of, the Dane Valley it was wonderful to be able to involve so many young people in the activity and we hope to be able to organise similar events in the future.
Thank you to all those who took part.

What do you want?    Are you willing to pay for it?

Once again, it is time for the Council to establish the budget for the following year, 2012/13.   Much time and effort will go into the whole procedure with great reluctance to increase the Precept* unnecessarily, but we are having to look at the real possibility of an increase.   

Over the last two years the Parish Council has adjusted its budgets and made every effort to hold its Precept* as low as possible. However, in the coming weeks, difficult decisions will have to be made because it seems very unlikely that we can have all the things we want without having an increase in the Precept*.

No doubt most readers will have seen the headlines from Cheshire East Council (CEC) of “Dark days lie ahead..” and comments about council tax having stayed the same, for the past two years. More importantly, these highlight the growing austerity forecast and the unpopular decisions that will have to be taken.

Set against this background, the transfer of certain services to the Parish Council, where there is no statutory obligation to provide, raises the question of funding. Other services, which CEC have a statutory responsibility to provide but wish to devolve to us, may include some contribution. Nevertheless, it must be borne in mind that it is considered a lot easier for a Town or Parish Council to raise money by way of their Precepts because of the much larger number of Council Tax payers, so that the impact on individual households is much less.    

Holmes Chapel Parish Council has endeavoured to move forward along the lines of their Vision document (Looking Forward 2008-2021); they have supported Holmes Chapel Partnership in their Parish Plan (2009). Throughout this time, the Council has sought the views of the community at Annual Parish Meetings, in the Newsletters and on the website.
We know what we want for Holmes Chapel village and we think we know what the residents want. Now we have to come to terms with the cost of this if we are to stay on track and provide the kind of facilities that we are told are wanted or needed.  
The Council’s initial view of the budget required to meet the expenditure outline here and elsewhere in this newsletter suggests an annual increase in the order of £20 per household for a Band D property. 

What do you want for Holmes Chapel - do you consider this good value?     

Public Toilets in Holmes Chapel

We are faced with taking over a number of services from Cheshire East Council, the most significant of which are the public toilets in the Square to the rear of the former Cinnamon Lounge. Although not the smartest of facilities, they do provide a public service every day for people visiting the village. We have a choice; to allow them to be closed and use the library toilets which are only open during library hours or to upgrade them and continue to finance them using money we raise by the Precept*. We do not yet have all the financial information we need to make the decision but it would be useful to hear the views of some residents as to how much they are valued. We need to think of their value in attracting and keeping people visiting the village and using our shops and facilities, the life-blood of the community. Although, individually, we may live close enough never to have to use them are they a facility that a civilised community should provide?

What do you think?

Grants

Each year the Parish Council budgets for grants to help groups in Holmes Chapel achieve their ambitions. This year we still have a small amount of money left so if your group has a need that they are struggling to pay for please contact the Office at the address below and ask for an application form. We may be able to help.
* The Precept is that part of the Council Tax which comes to the Parish Council
Precinct Car Park
At a recent meeting with the managing agents for the Precinct we were told that they are now taking enforcement measures to prevent long stay parking. The Precinct is privately owned, so not controlled by either Cheshire East or the Parish Councils – so beware exceeding the time limit on the notices in the car park.
Christmas Lights Shine Again

Thanks to a willing group of volunteers the Christmas Lights are once again illuminating the village and hopefully bringing a little cheer to the shoppers and visitors. In addition to the volunteers we are also very grateful to the several shops and premises throughout the village who support us by allowing the lights to be plugged into their electricity supply. We also have the services of an electrician from the village, Paul Green, who kindly gives his time free of charge.
Officers and Members of the Parish Council with contact details

	 
	Member
	Telephone
	Email **

	Clerk of the Council
	David Cowgill
	01565 631528
	clerk@

	Assistant Clerk
	Nicola Clarke
	01477 533934
	office@

	Chairman
	Nick Guthrie
	01477 549958
	nick.guthrie@

	Vice Chairman
	David Savage
	01477 537464
	david.savage@

	
	Alan Ashworth
	01477 537690
	alan.ashworth@

	 
	John Clowes
	01477 532266
	john.clowes@

	 
	Patricia Cotton
	01477 537491
	patricia.cotton@

	 
	Les Gilbert
	01477 544307
	les.gilbert@

	
	John Latham
	01477 549480
	parishjl@btinternet.com

	 
	May Mackenzie
	01477 532007
	may.mackenzie@

	 
	Rab Parry
	01477 533715
	rab.parry@

	
	Margaret Ranger
	01477 533909
	margaret.ranger@

	
	Steve Ranger
	01477 533909
	steve.ranger@

	 
	Mike Street
	01477 534745
	michael.street@


 
** Except as shown, all email addresses have the domain name holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
e.g. clerk@holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk
 For more details of items in this newsletter and for other communications, please see
- The Parish Council website (www.holmeschapelparishcouncil.gov.uk)
- The Council notice board located outside the village library
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